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| The Doom and Downfal of the 
FRUITLESS PROFESSOR. 


Shewing, That the Day of - Grace may be paſt 
with him long before this Liſe is ended. 


The Signs alſo by which boch miſcrable buen | 
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By JOHN BU N T N. 
Ulho, being dead, yet ſpeaketh, Heb. 11. 


i 
* "I * « — . - 
i % * 
5 N "ps © 
1 s 5 4 ; 
= 
1 MM ; : 2 7 8 . ” . 4 — * £ — S 
F 4 . 2 4 F 2 — D * * ge 3H 
. , : . * 8 © - 
-4 - . - * / - STE He 
— ran,, ̃ͤ—aWn cara _ 0 8 n — 
344K a * — . — . 7 9 5 
0 
o 


10 e IS ADDED. 


— 
* p 
** e 


His Exhortation to Peace * Vaity * N 
ö among all that fear Gd. 


L O N D 0 N: 


Sold by J. Boran, above the Monument. 


— * 


— 


— 


NM. Dec.LXXVI 11. 


' * 1 * 
ba 9 
— 
* 1 — 4 — 
a a SS f a 
4 hag 
- - £ 
* 
by N 2 
- 
a 
%. 
: — 
* ; 
* 
wo . 
8 . 
"iy 
l * 
7 0 
* 
= *: 
o £5 
þ Wo 
W 
* * 
T * 
— 
* f % 
+. 
2 * 
99 I 
? 
- 4 
% 3 
* Ia 
4 9 
. = ; 
% 
Pads 
* — 4 — 
4 A 
* 


* 5 
5 4 
3 - 
* 2 5 
4 


—u— — 9 


—— = 


ws, 
| * 
* 

1 = 

* 

* "4 

* 
22 

* _ 
« « 
9 8 
© 


—— 


„ 


"iis Reader, | 


BW) written to thee now ben the Barren Fig- | 
1e, or how it will fare with the fruitleſs pro- 
feſſor that flandeth in the vineyard of Cod. 

f what complexion thou art, I cannot certainly 
divine; but the parable tells thee, the cumber-ground 
muſt be cut down. © | 
A cumber-ground profeſſor, is not only a provoca- 
tion fo GOD, a NORSE block to the world, and a 
Blemiſh to religion; but a ſnare to his own ſoul. 
Though his excellency mount up te the heavens, and 
his head reach unto the clouds ; ; yet he ſhall periſh s 
fer ever, like his own dung ; they that have een | 
him [ball ſay, Where is he? Job 20. 6. 

Now they count it pleaſure to riot in the 25. 
time, 2 Pet. 2. 3. 14. But what will they do when W 
Zhe ax is fetched out ? _ 
ye tree whoſe fruit withereth, is reckoned a tree | 

without fruit, a tree twice dead, and one that muſt 4 


be Plurked up by the root, Jude 12. 
"0 thau, cumber- ground 1 60 expefts fruit, 


c will come ſetking fruit ſhortly. 
"My y exhortation Therefore is fo Profe Nr, that 


they look to it, that they take heed. | 
"The Barren Fig-tree in the vineyard, and the 


were wot: in-the wood, are both prepared 4 the fire. 
A3 Fake 


4 


* + * Tt 6 3 


N 


- Profeſſion i is net à covert to hide from theeye of 
cob nor will it palliate the revengeful threat- 


ning of his Juſtice, * will command t fo. cut it un 
"repre ty 


The church and a profeſſion on are the beft of. places 


| * the upright, but the worſt in the world for the 


cumber- -ground : he muſt be caſt, as profane, out 


of the mount of. GOD ; Caft, I fay, over. the wall 
of the vineyard, there to wither ; thence to be ga- 


' thered and burned. It had been better for them 


that they had not known the way of righteeuſneſs, 
2 Pet. 2. 21. And yet if they had not, they had 
been damned 5 but it is better to go to bell uith- 


out, than in, or from under a profeſſion + theſe 
all receive greater damnation, Luke 20. 47. 
If: thou be a profeſſor, read and tremble: If 


H thou be Prefane, do fo likewiſe. For, if the. righ- 
= 7caus ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſball the ungodly and 


finners appear ? Cumber- ground, take heed of the 


ax; Barren Fig- tree, beware of the fire. 

_ But T will keep thee no longer aut f the book, 
| CHRIST FESUS, the dreſſer of the vineyard, 
dale care of thee, dig about thee, and dung thee, 
* that thou mayſt bear fruit; that when the Lord of 
the vineyard cometh with his ax to ſeek for fruit, 


vr proncunce the ſentence of damnation on the bar 


ren fig tree, thou mayſt eſcape that Judgment. 
The. cumber ground muſt to the wood an and thence 


10 the fire. Farewell, 


 __:Grace be with all them WE ve our IS 
| JESUS in fincerity, Amen. Jonx Bux TaR. 
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| BARREN b FIG-TREE: | \ 


OR, 


The Doom and Downfal of the FxuTLESS | 


5 05 P x 0 F ES s 0 R, 
Loks 13. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


4 certain man had a fig tree planted in his vines 
yard, and he came and ſought fruit thereon, and 
"| Found none. Then ſaid he to the dreſſer of bis. 
_ vineyard, Behold theſe three years 1 come ſeeking 


Fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it 


dyvun, why cumbereth it the ground: And he 
| anſwering, ſaid, Lord let it alone this year alſo, 


until 1 ſhail dig about it, and dung it ; and if _ 


it bear fruit, well, and if th then Ty 2855 
en oy it . | 


ET the RRP? this chapter we Fl 

how ſome of the Jews came to Jeſus Chriſt 
to tell him of the cruelty of Pontius Pilate, in 
mingling the blood of the Galileans with their 
facrifices. An heatheniſh and prodigious act 3 


for Were he ſhewed, not only his malice * 
e 
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8 | The Barren Fig tree. 


the Jewiſh nation,” but alſo againſt their worſhip, 
and conſequently their God, An action I ſay, 
not only heatheniſh, but prodigious alſo; for the 
Lord e paraphraſing upon this fact of his, 
teacheth the Jews, that without repentanee they 
ſhould all likewiſe periſh ; likewiſe, that is, by 

the hand and rage of the Roman empire; neither 
ſhould they be more able to avoid the. ſtroke, than 
were thoſe eighteeri upon whom the tower of 
Siloam fell, and flew them, Luke, 19. 42, 43, 44. 

The fulfilling of which prophecy, for their hard- 
neſs of heart, and Impenitency, . was in the days 
of Titus, ſon of Veſpaſian, about forty years after 


| the death of Chriſt. Then, i days were theſe Jews 


and their city, both environed round on every 
fide, wherein bothithey and 2 t to amazement, were 
miſcrably-overthrown. ' God gave them ſword 
and famine, peſtilence and blaod; for their out- 
| rage. againſt the fon of his love. So, wrath came 
on them to che ee 1 aba, 2. 
. ys £1 

Non, N een dein old 2 fooliſh. $5" 
which they always had in readineſs againſt ſach 
prophecies and denunciations of judgment, the 
Lord Jeſus prefents them with in this parable, in 
which be emphatically ſhe ws them, that cheir ety 
of being the: temple of the Lord, and of their be- 
ing che children of Abraham, &. and their being 
the vhurch of God, at. would not tand them in a- 


— * * . oe it may be, ap 
thin 


of your utter and unavoidable overthrow, by. the 
"intereſt which you have in your outward privileges; 
but all theſe will fail you; for what think you? 
A certain man had a fig: tree planted in his vine» 1 
| yard, and he came and ſought fruit thereon; and 
found none. This is the caſe, the Jewiſh land is | ; 
God's vineyard, 1 know it, and I know alſo, that 


vou are the fig-trees. 
the main thing, which is fruit; for the fake, and 


you; the fruit, I ſay, for the ſake of which bef 
did at firſt plant this vineyard 3 what remains, 
as thoſe that cumber the ground, that he may plant 
dreſſer of the vineyard, Behold theſe three years 


none; cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground? 


Fe of, and to be inquiced into of them chat 
read. | 7 


— 
. 
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chink to help yourſelves againſt chis my prophecy | 
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But behold, there wanteth f 


in expectation of which, be ſet this vineyard with 
trees. Now, ſeeing the fruit is not found amongſt} 


but that in juſtice, he command to cut you down, | 


himſelf another vineyard ? Then ſaid he to the 


J come ſecking fruit on this -fig-tree, and find ! 


This therefore muſt be your end, although you 
are planted in the garden of God ; for the bar- 
renneſs and unfruitfulneſs of your hearts and lives, | 
you muſt be cut off, 1 rooted op. and caſt o ut 


of the vineyard. 
In parables: there are two things to hs taken 


Firſt, Tue metaphors made uſe 7 


8 


Secondly 


4 


no © 


The Barren Fig*tree, 

| > Secondly;: the nee or 1 couched. 
Ander uch metaphors. "F861 
| *-Dhe" metaphors'1 in this alt are: . 4 cer- 

| | ©. tain man. 2. A vineyard 3. A fig - tree, barren 
or fraitlefs. 4. A dreſſer 5. Three N 65. 


Nigging and dunging, Keut nee 

The docttine or myſtery, couched under thefe 

dt dv! is vo ſhew-us, What is like to become of a 

fvaicleſs or formal/profeſfor. For, _ © 41% 
x, By the man in the parable, Luke _—_ 11. is 

meant God he father. a wo £42: 

- > 2:By'theovineyzrd, Iſa. f. 7. his churcks | 

= $-By the fig thee, a iprofelifor; 1 ow, 
ef: anni the dreſſer, the Lord Jeſus. 
g, By the! fig tree's POOP” 'the : profeſſor | 
Sanlefneſss) io boning 27s 
6. By the three years, beg ieee of God chat 
for a time he extendeth to barren profeſſor s. 
5 7. This calling to the dreſſer of the vineyard 

to cut it down; is to ſhew the outcries of 780 
againlt froicleſs profeſſors. : 
8 The idreffer's interceding, is to ſhew, bow 

the Lord * Jeſus ſteps in, and takes hold of the 
head of bis father's ax, to ſtop, ot at leaſt to defer 

13 execution on a barren fig- tree. 

9. The dreſſer's defire to try to make the FRF 
tree fruitful, is to ſhew you, how unwilling he is 
that ever a Warren inſet tree lt "wy he OO" 
| and periſh, 

10. His 1 . it, and dunging of | it, is 

. 


1 Je Barren, Ene e * 11 x 


to ſhew his williogeels to apply goſpel. helps. 18 
3 this barten profeſſor, th happily he may be rl 
bio: nc 2455 0 her rpc ade 1598s ne 3 
i 6 Ti; The! fuppoſition cher he fig · tree N nas 
continue fruitleſs, is to ſhew, that when, Chtiſt 
Jeſus bath done all, there are forms profeſſors wk 
abide bar ten and fruitleſs. + * 
12. The determination upon this e 
at laſt to cut it down, is a certain prediction of 
fuch Profe fors an and L dap ne 1 
on. 
But to taks this Wot into biegen and; to ail. 
d more particularly, though with all it 
upon all the parts thereof, 
4. certain man had a fig tree Ne ntedi in his vine- 
Io - yard. | 
The man, I told you, is 8 1 5 us God 
the father, by which ſimilitude he is en ſet gut 
in the New Teſtament. i | 
- Obſerve then, that jt is no new a if you | 


— 


1 in God's church barren fig · trees, fruitleſs 


profeſſors; even as here you ſee is a tree, a fruit- 
leſs tree, a fruitleſs ſig- tree in the vine yard. Fruit 
is not ſo eaſily brought forth, as a profeſſion is got 
into; *ris eaſy for a man to clothe himſelf with a 
fair ſhew in the fleſh, to word it, and ſay, Be thou, 
_ watmed and filled with the beſt; Tis no hard 
thing to do theſe . with other things; but to be 
fruitful, to dring forth fruit to God, this doth not 


8 treez no n big · knee that ſtands! in the 
vineyard 


| 
| 


! 
. 
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vineyard of God. Thoſe words alſo, John 15. 2. 
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he tak- 
eth away, aſſert the ſame thing. There are branch» 
es in Chriſt, in Chriſt's body myſtical (which is 


his church, his vineyard) that bear not fruit, where= | 


fore the hand of God is to take them away. I 


looked for grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes, 
Iſa. 5. 3. That is, no fruit at all that is acceptable 


with God. Again, Hoſ. 10. 1. Iſrael is an empty 
vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himſelf, none to 
God, he is without fruit to God. All theſe, with 
many more, ſhew us the truth of the obſervation, 


and that God's church may be cumbered with fruit» 


leſs fig-trees, with barren profeſſors. 
Had a nei tree. | | 
Although there be in God's church that be 


barren and fruitleſs ; yet, as I ſaid, to ſee to, they 
are like the reſt of the trees, even a fig tree: twas 


not an oak, nor a willow, nor a thorn, nor a bram- 


ble, but a fig tree, Ezek. 33. 31. They came be · 


fore thee as thy people cometh, Iſa. 58. 2, 3, 4. 


They delight to know my ways, as a nation that 
{ did righteouſneſs, and forſook not the ordinances 
| of their God; they alk of me the ordinances of 


juſtice, they take delight in approaching to God 


and yet but barren, fruitleſs; and unprofitable pro- 


feſſors. Judas alſo was one of the twelve, a diſciple, 


an apoſtle, a preachet, an officer, yea, and ſuch an 
one as none of the eleven miſtruſted, but preferred 
before themſelves, each one crying out, Is it I? 


Ts 


— ep 
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Is it I? Mark 14. 19. None of them as we read 
of, (John 6. 70.) miſtruſting Judas, yet he in 
Chriſt's eye, was the barren fig. tree, a devil, a 
fruitleſs profeſſor. The fooliſh virgins alſo went 
forth of the world with the other, had lamps and 
light, and were awakened' with the other; yea, 
had boldneſs to go forth, when the midnight cry |} 
was made, with the other; and thought that they 
could have looked Chriſt in the face, when he ſat 
upon the throne of judgment with the other; and 
yet but fooliſh, but barren fig- trees, but fruitlefſs 
profeſſors : Matth. 7. 22. 23. Many (faith Chriſty YN 
will ſay unto me in that day, this and that, and will 
alſo talk of many wonderful works; yet, behold, 
he finds nothing in them, but the fruits of unrigh- 
teouſneſs : they were LORIE barren and fruits - 
leſs profeſſors. FR | 
Had a fig-tree planted. = 

This word Planted, dothalſo reach far; it 4 = 
poſeth one taken out of its natural ſoil, or remov- 
ed from the place it grew in once; dne that ſeem- 
ed to be called, awakened ; and not only ſo but by fl 
ſtrong hand; carried from the world to the 
church ; from nature to grace; from fin to god- | 
lineſs. Pſal. 80. 8. Thou broughteſt a vine out f 
Egypt: thou didſt caſt out the heathen, and plant 
it. Of ſome of the branches of this vine, were | 
there unfruittul profeſſors. | 

It muſt be concluded therefore, that this profeſ- 
ſor (that remaineth notwithſtanding: fruitleſs) is, 
B | as |} 


14 = The. Barer el 


as to the view and: judgment of the church; rigbt- 
IV brought in thither ; 0 wit, by conſe ſſion of, 


faith, ot fin, and aſhew of repentance and regenes) 


ration. (thus-:falſe;;htethren creep; in vnawares.) 
All theſe things this wogd Planted,intimated; yea, 
further, that the; ckurbhuis fatished with them, 
conſents they. ſhould' abide: in othe garden, and 
counteth them found as; the reſt. But before God, 
in the ſöght of. God, they ate 8650 rus, 
HS barten and fruitleſb ig · trees. r 
1 Therefore it is one thing to be in the ere 
or in a profeſſion; and another to be of the church 
and to belong to that kingdbm, that is prepared 
for theiſaint,; that is ſo indeed. Otherwiſe being 
planted, ſhall it proſper ?.- Shall it not - utterly 
witherz when: the eaſt wind toucheih it ? It ſhall 
wither in the ſurrows where it Sterns Ezek. 17. 
10. WIRES 1 E 
Had . in . . A 
In bis vineyard, : :hypoentes,: with rotten- hearts, 
are. not afraid to come before God in Zion. Theſe 
words therefore ſuggeft unto us, a prodigious kind 
of boldneſs, and bardned fearleſſneſs. For what 
preſumption higher, and what attempt more deſpe - 
tate, than for a man that wanteth grace, and the 
true knowledge of God, to croud himſelf in that 
condition, to the houſe or church of God; or to 
make profeſſion of, and'debre that the name: of God: 
| - {hould.be called upon by him. 
For the man that — profeſſion of the della 


gion 


go" 


i 
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gan v6 go Jets Chriſt, that man hath, as it were, 
put tlle name of God upon himſelf, and is called 
and reckoned now (how . fruitlefs ſoever before 
God or men) the man that hath to do with God; 
the man that God owneth, and will ſtand for. Thiß 
man, I ſay, by his profeſſion ſuggeſteth' this to all 
that know him, to be ſach a profeiſoro Men mere: 
Iy natural, I mean men that have not got the 
devaithcarc of hypocriſy; are afraid to think of do- 
ing this: And of the reſt dutſt no man join him- 
ſelf to them, but the people magniſied them, 
Acts 5. 13. And indeed it diſpleaſeth God 
they have brought, ſaith he, men ar e 
into my fanQuary,: And again, Ifa, 1. 12. When 
you come to appear before me, who hath required 


this at your hand, to tread my courts? ſaith God. 


They babe therefore learned this boldneſs of none 
in the:viſible world, they only took it of the devibz 
for he, and he only (with theſe his diſeiples) at · 
tempt to preſent themſelves in the church before 
God Phe tears are the children; of the wicked 
one ; the tears, that is the hypoctites that are 
Satan's brood, the generation of vipers, that can- 
not elcape che damnation of hell. > 
Had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard. 
He doth not ſay, He planted a fig · tree, but ikeje 
was a\figatree there; he Reds! or found a 1 Ink tree 


-planted in his vineyard, © b 


The great God will not. alien the bar- | | 


ren fig: tree or barren profeſſor, to be his- Work- 


8 8 ä manſhip, 


%. 
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manſhip, or a tree of his bringing in; only the 
text faith, he had one there. This is much like 
that in Matthew, chap. 15. v. 13. Every plant 
which my heavenly father hath not planted, ſhall 
be rooted up. Here again are plants in his vine- 
yard, which God-will not acknowledge to be of his 
| planting ; 3 and he ſeems to ſuggeſt, that in his vine- 
| yard arte many ſuch ; — Every plant, or all thoſe 
plants and profeſſors that are got into the aſſembly 
of the ſaints, or into the profeſſion of their re- 
ligion, without God and his Traces ſhall be rooted 


up. 


be ſaw there a man that had not a wedding gar- 
ment; and he ſaid unto him, Friend, how cameſt 
thou in hither, not having on a wedding garment ? 
Matth. 22. 11. 12. Here is one ſo cunning and 
crafty, that he beguiled all the gueſts he got; and 
kept in the church, even until the king himſelf 
came in to ſee the gueſts; but this ſubtility got 
him nothing; it did not blind the eyes of the 
king; it did not pervert the judgment. of the 
"righteous; Friend, how cameſt thou in hither ? 


did not bring thee hither, I did not bring thee hi- 
ther, my ſpirit did not bring thee hither, thou art 
not of the heavenly father's planting. 


And hes the king came in to ſee the gueſts, 


did overtake him at laſt, even a public rejection, 
the king diſcovered him in the face of all there 
preſent: How cameſt thou in hither? my father 


John 
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The Barren Fig tree. ; 127 
John To. 1. He that cometh not in by the door, 
but climbeth up ſome other way, the ſame is' a 
thief and a robber. This text alſo is full and 
plain to our purpoſe; fot this man came not in 
by the door; yet got into the church; he got in by 
climbing; he broke in at the vine, he got 
ſomething of the light and glory of the goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his head; and ſo (hardy 
wretch that he was) he preſumed to croud himſelf _ 


among the children: but how is this reſented'? 3 


whar faith the king of him? why this is his fign, I 


the ſame is a thief and a robber. See ye here alſo, 


if all ſuch be owned as the planting of God, that 
get into his church, or a profeſſion of his name. 
lad a fig-tree, had one without a wedding-gar- 
ment; had a thief in his garden, at his wedding, 


in his houſe: theſe climbed up ſome other way. 


There are many ways to get into the church of 
God, and proieſſion of his name beide, and wich- 


out an entering by the door. 


1. There is the way of lying and diftembiitg) 
aud ae this gap the Gibconites got in; JET 9. | 
3. 4. err 

2. There is ſometimes Falſenefs 1 fome 


paſtors, either for the fake of carnal relations, or 


the like; at this hole Tobiah, the enemy of Gad, 
by bins Nehem. 13. 4, 5, 6. 1 

There is ſometimes negligence, and too 
ch uncircumſpectnels in the whole ohren 3 
thus Nor uncitcumciſed got in, Ezek. 44, 75 9. 


VIII 3 4. Sometimes 
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4. Sometimes again, let the church be r never ſo 
eircumſpect, yet theſe have ſo much help from the 


devil, that they beguile them all, and ſo get in. 


Theſe are of that ſort of thieves that Paul com- 
plains of, falſe brethren brought in unawares, Gal. 


2 2, 4. Jude alſo cries out of theſe, certain men 
crept in unawares, Jude 4. crept in! What were 
they fo low!y ? a voluntary humility, (Col. 2, 22, 
23.) a neglecting of the body, not in any humour. 


O how ſeemingly ſelf denying are ſome of theſe 


creeping things, that are yet to be held (as we 


' ſhall know them) an abomination to Iſrael. Lev. 


- 


IH. 43. 44 
But in a great houſe, there are not only veſſels 


| of gold, and of filver ; but alſo of wood, and of 


earth; and ſome to honour, and ſome to diſhonour, 


2. Tim. 2. 20. By theſe words the apoſtle ſeems 
to take it for granted, that as there hath been, ſo 


there {till will be theſe kind of fig-trees, theſe bar- 


ren profeſſors in the houſe, when all men hare 


done what they can, even as in a great houſe 


there are always veſſels to diſhonour, as well as 


thoſe to honour and glory; veſſels of wood and of 


earth, as well as of ſilver and gold: ſq then there 
muſt be wooden profeſſors in the garden of God, 


there muſt be earthly, earthen profeſſors in this 
vineyard: but that, methinks, is the biting word, 
and ſome to diſhonour; that to the Romans is 


dreadful, Rom. 9. 21, 12. but this ſeems to 80 
beyond it; ; that ſpeaks but of the reprobate in 


— 
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general, but this of ſuch and ſuch, in particular: 
that ſpeaks of their hardning but in the common 
way; but this, that they muſt be ſuffered to creep 
into the church; there to fit themſelves for their 
place, their own place, Acts. I. 25. the place 


prepared for them of this ſort only; as the Lord 


Jeſus ſaid once of the Phariſees, theſe ſhall re- 
ceive the greater damnation, Luke. 20, 47. | 
Barren fig*tree, fruitleſs profeſſor, haſt thou 
heard all theſe things ? Haſt thou conſidered that 


this fig-tree is not acknowleged of God to be his, 


but is denied to be of his planting, and of his 
bringing unto his wedding? doſt not thou-ſee that 
thou art called a. thief, and a robber, that haſt 


either climbed up to, or crept in at another place 


than the door? doſt thou not hear, that there will 
be in God's houſe wooden and earthly profeſſors, 
"and that no place will ſerve to fit thoſe for hell, 
but the houſe, church, the vineyard of God ? 
barren fig tree ! fruitleſs Chriſtian ! do. not thine 


ears tingle? 
And he came and ſought Fruit thertta... 


When a man hath got a. profeſſion, and is 


crouded into the church and houſe of God: the 
queſtion is not now, has he life? hath he right 
principles? but hath he fruit? he came ſeeking 


fruit thereon. It matters not who brought thee | 


hither, 'whether God. or the devil, or thine own. 
vain · glorious heart: but haſt thou fruit? doſt 


thou * forth fruit unto God ? And let every 
one 


— . 
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one has nameth the name of de: Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, depart from iniquity. 2 Tim. 2. 191 he 
+ doth not ſay, and let every one that hath grace, 
or let thoſe that have the ſpirit of God; but let 
every one that nameth the name of the Lord N. 
an Chriſt, depart from iniquity. 

What do men meddle with religion for? wth 
do they call themſelves by the name of the Lord 


have not the ſpirit of Chriſt? God therefore ex- 
pecteth fruit: what do they do in the vineyard ? 
Let them work or get them out; the vineyard 
muſt have labourers in it: Son, go 2058 to-day in 
my vineyard, Matth 21. 28 wherefore, want of 
ſpicit, will not keep God from ſeeking fruit: and 
he came and ſought fruit thereon, Luke. 8. 8. he 
requireth that which he ſeemeth ts have: every 
man in the vineyard, and houſe of God, ptomiſ- 
eth himſelf, profeſſeth to others; and would have 
all men take it for granted, that an hęavenly 
principle is in him: why then ſhould not God 
mo fruit? Sys 


name of Chriſtians, fearing God, 'and yet make 
no conſcience of bringing forth fruit to him: 
he faith to ſuch, Away! as for you; go ye ſerve 
every one his idols; and hereafter alſe, if ye will 
riot heatken to me, &c Ezek. 0% 9. Barren 
fig tree! doſt thon hear? God expecketh fruit, 
God calls ſor fruit; ; yea God will ſhottly come 
ha ſeeking 


NN 


Jeſus, if they have not the grace of God, if they 


As for them therehore FI will retain . 


*:4 
Ns 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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"tree! either bear fruit, or go out of the vineyard, 


not ſowed, and gather where he hath not ſtrow- 
ed. Matth, 25. 24, 25» 26. Barren a ig tree! Yolk 


ces where the workers of i iniquity may hide them» 


thought, that becauſe they could cry, the temple. 
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ſeeking fruit on his barren fig tree. Barren fig 


(and yet then thy caſe will be unſpeakably damn» ii 
able.) Yea, let me add, if thou ſhalt neither bear | 
fruit, nor depart, God will take his name out of 
thy mouth, Jer. 44. 46. he will have fruit. 
And I fay further, if thou wilt do neither, yet 
God in juſtice and righteouſneſs will till come 
for fruit. And it will be in vain for thee” to 
count this auſterity : he will reap where he hath 


thou hear ? 
Q. What, if a man ab no grace? 
A. Les, ſeeing he bath a pie 


And he came and ſought fruit thereon. 
A church then, and a profeſſion, are not pla- 


ſelves and fins from God. Some of old 


of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, that there- 
fore they were delivered, or had a diſpenſation to 


do the abominations which they committed; as 1 
ſome in our days, for, who (ſay they) have 


a right to the creatures if not Chriſtians, if not 
profeſſors, if not church members? and from this 
concluſion, let go the reins of their inordinate 


affections after pride, ambition, gluttony, pamper- =. 


ing themſelves without fear, Jude 12. daunting 


A with the luſt-provoking faſhions of the 
times; 


22 _ The Barren Fig: rte. 


times z tal walk with eee wee * ald 
breaſts, frialed foretops, wanton geſtures, in got: 
geous apparel,” mix'd with gold and pearl, and) 
coſtly array. I will not here make inge tion in- 
dd their lives, their carriages at home, in their 
corners, and {hotes; but certainly patſons: thus, 
ſpirited, thus principled, and thus; inclined} have 
3 but empty boughs, boughs that want the fruit 
that: God a ac e e pe CONE Pe 
4 1 ; . : 10109 
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bear theſe cluſters of Gommorah : neither hall 
the vineyard; - nor thy being: erauded among the 
trees there, ſhelter thee fromthe fight of the ye of 


Chrift their ſtalking-horſ&nand: by that means 
cover therhſelves,. and hide their own wickednefs 
from men; but God ſeeth their hearts, bath his 
print upon the heels of their feet, and pondereth 
all their goings: and at laſt, When their iniquitf 
is found to be hateful, he: will either ſmite them 
with hardnefs of heart, and ſo leave them, or a- 
waken them to bring forth fruit Fruit he looks 
for, ſeeks and expects, barren fig tree. 

But, what I come into the preſence of God to 
ſin! what, come into the preſence of God to 
hide thy fin ! Alas man the church is God's 
garden, and: Chriſt Jeſus is the great apoſtle and 
high prieſt of our profeſſion. What, come into 
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peafelßom, nor. hy the) Lord af, the vineyard; to 


God. Many make religion their cloak, and 
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the buſe thak ds) called by myc aca ebe 


here mine honour dwellethi:; fab 26. 85 
mine eyes and heart are continually, 1 


Kin 6, 9. 3% What, come there tonſin, to hide 
thy lin, to cloak thy ſin I his plants are an orchard 
with pleatant fruits, Cant. 4. 3 14% 1 und 
every time he gocth into his garden, it is to :ſee 


the fruits of the valley: and to {ee if the yine 
fleuriſp, and if the pomegranates Buck. „1 0 FP 4) 

Vea, ſaith he, He came ſeeking: fruit on 2 
FS tree.” The church is the place of God's 


bght, Where he ever deſires to bee. is 


night and day. He is there to ſeck for fruit, to 
ſoek for fruit of all and every tree in the garden, 
Wherefore aſſure thyſelf, O fruitleſs one, that thy 
ways muſt needs be open before the eyes of the 
Lord. One black ſheep. is ſoon eſpied, altho'“ in 
eompany with many 3. that is taken with the. firſt 
caſt of the eye, its different colour {ti}. betrays it. 
I ſay, therefore a church and a 'profeiſhon, - are 
not places where the workers af iniquity may hide 


themſelves from God, that ſeeks for fruit; My 
vineyard (faith. God) which is mine, is before 


ies Cant, 8124 cs; Gra et 0108 


And be came eee ee thereon, 2 2 | 


and found none. _ | 
„ fig tree, hear ken; the Fe non 


bearing of fruit, is a dreadful ſign that thou art to 


come to a dreadful end, as the ener up * 
this PTY concludeth. : 


6. 


. x \ 
24 Dye Barren Fig. tree. 
And found none. None at all, or none to 
God's liking : for when he faith, he came ſecking 
fruit thereon, he means fruit. meet for God, Heb. 
6. 7. pleaſant fruit, fruit good and ſweet. 
Alas Hit is not any fruit will ſerve ; bad fruit 
is counted none: every tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit, is hewn down, and calt into the 
fire, Matth. 3. 10. 
1. There is fruit among profeſſors that mn 
and ſo never comes to be ripe; a fruit that is ſmit- 
ten in the growth, and comes not to maturity, 
and this is reckoned no fruit. This fruit thoſe 
; Profeflors bear, that have many fair beginnings, or 
bloſſoms; that make many, fair offers of repent- 
ance and amendment: that begin to pray, to re- 
ſolve, and to break off their ſins by righteouſneſs; 
but flop at thoſe beginnings, and bring no fruit 
forth to perfection. This man's fruit is wither- 
ed, wrinkled, ſmitten fruit, and is in n effect no 
fruit at all. 1 
2. There is an haſty fruit, ſuch as is the corn 
upon the houſe-top, Pſal. 129. or that which 
fprings upon the dunghill, that runs up ſuddenly, 
violently, with great ſtalks, and big ſhew, and 
yet at laſt proves empty of kernel: This fruit is 
to be found in thoſe profeſſors, that on a ſudden 
are ſo awakened, ſo convinced, and ſo affected 
with their condition, that they ſhake the whole 
family, the endſhip, the whole town. For a while 
ny wy Ry vehemently, dolefully, mourn- 
fully, 
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The Darren Fig tres. 23 
fully, and yet all is but a pang, an agony, a fit, 


they bring not forth fruit” with patience ; Theſe 


are called thoſe haſty fruits, that hall be 26 a 
fading flower, Iſa. 28. 4. 

3. There is a fruit that is vile, ad" in taſted, | 
Jer. 24. how long ſoever it be in growing; the 
root is dried and cannot convey a ſufficiency of 
ſap to the branches to ripen the fruit; theſe are 


the fruit of ſuch proſeſſors, whoſe heart is e- 


ſtranged from communion with the holy Ghoſt, 


Whoſe fruit groweth from themſelves, from their 


parts, gifts, ſtrength of wit, natural or moral # 
principles: theſe, notwithſtanding they bring 
forth fruit, are called empty we, duch as Wing 
not forth fruit to*God, 

Their root is dried up, they ſhall bear no 1 
yea, though they bring forth, yet will I ſlay, e- 
ven the beloved fruit of their womb, Hoſ. 9. 16. 
4. There is a fruit that is wild; I looked for 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes, Isa. 5. 
4. I obſerve that as there are trees and herbs that 
are wholly right and noble, fit indeed for the 


vineyard; ſo there are alſo their ſemblance, but i 


wild; not right but ignoble. There is the grape, 
and the wild grape; the vine, and the wild vine 
the roſe, and the canker roſe; flowers and wild 
flowers: the apple, and the wild apple, which 
we call the crab. Now fruit from theſe wild things, 
however they may pleaſe the children to play 
with, yet the eue and grave count them of 
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little ot 116 valre. There are alſo in the world 
2 "generation of. profeſſors, that, 'notwirhſtanding 
their profefſion, are wild by nature: yet, ſuch as 
were never cut out or off from the wild olive- 
tree, nor planted in the good one. No theſe 
can bring nothing forth But wild olire berries, 
they cannot bring forth fruit unto God.” Such 
are all thoſe that have lightly taken up a profeſſi- 


on, and crept into the vineyard without a new 


birth, and the bleſſing of regeneratio 
g. There is alſo untimely fruit; even as a fig- 

tree caſteth her untimely figs, Aer. 6. . Fang 

out of ſeaſon, and ſo no fruit to God's liking. 


There are two ſorts of opal nee 94 


prove forth untimely fruit, COLIN 
- Firſt, They that bring forth (ſruit) too ſoon. 

7 Secondly,” They that bring forth (fruit) too late. 
© "Firſt, Tbey that bring forth roo ſoon: they 


are ſuch as at preſent! receive the word with joy; 


and anon, before they have root downwards, they 


thruſt fortb upwards ; but, having no root, when 
the fun ariſeth they are ſmitten, and miſerably die 


wilhout fruit. Theſe" profeſſors are thoſe” ligbt 


and inconſiderate ones, that think nothing but 
peace will attend the gofpel'; and fo anon rejoice 
at thestidings, without forefeeing the evilz where- 
fore when the evil comes, being unarmed, and 


ſo not able to ſtand any longer, they die and are 


withered, and bring forth no fruit. He that re- 


| ceived the ſeed into 3 places, the fame ãs be 


95 | that 


rd 


ka oc wr 


that heaxeth the word, and anon with joy receix - 
eth it; yet hath he no root in. himſelf, but dur- 


that ſtay till the ſeaſon, is oyer. God will, have 


that come not till the flood of God's anger is raiſ- 


| bere, Numb, 14. 40, 41 42 came too late ; their, 
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eth yon za while; for when tribulation or perſecuti- 
on ariſeth, becauſe of the, word, by, and by he is of- 
fended, Matth. an Mc, There is, in, Lfaiah 
28. v. 4. mention made of. ſome, whoſe, gloriz 
ous beauty ſhall be a fading flower, becauſe it is 
fruit before ſummer. 5 Bork, theſes are untimely 
fruit. e 


Secondly, They alſo bring foreh untimely, trait, 
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Boy fruit in his ſeaſon ; I ſay, he: will reczive them 
of ſuch men as ſhall render them to bin in [their £ 
ſeaſons, Matth 21. 41. The miſſing of the bealon 
is dangerous, ſtaying. till, the door is, chut 13 
dangerous, Matth 2 5. 10, 11. Many there, be 


ed, and too deep for thera to wade ; ſurely in che 
floods of great wat ers they ſhall not come 1 | 
unto him, Phal.. 3.2, O. ;Eſau's aſterward is fear - 
ful, for ye know how that afterward when he 7 
have inherited the bleſling,, he was rejected.;. 
he found no place of repentance though he 1 
it carefully with tears, Heb. 12. 19, TAs. ee 
_ So the children of Iſrael, they brought to Gol, 
the fruits of obedience too. late; ; their, Ly webe 
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We will. go up, came too late: The Lord bag 
ſworn: before, verſe. 23. 39. That the y ſhould, 29 


poſſe the. land. All. theſe are ſuch as, bring forth 
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they might receive the fruit of it. 
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* untimely fruit, Heb. 12. 17. Luke 13. 25. 26. 27. 
It is the hard hap of the reprobate, to do all things 
to be ſenſible of his want of grace too 


to late; 
late ; to be ſorry for his (in too late; to ſeek re- 


pentance too late; to aſk for My, and to deſire 
io go to glory too late. | 
I. Thus you ſee that fruit aste in the growth, 


that withereth, and that comes not to W is 
no fruit. | 
2. That haſty fruit, ſuch as the corn upon the 


 houſe-top, Pſal. 129. 6. withereth alſo afore = - 
groweth up, and is no fruit. 


d That the fruit . is vile and tated, is 
no fruit. 


4. That wild fruit, wild grapes, Rev, 6. are no 


fruit. 


. That untimely fruit, ſuch as comes too ks 


or that comes too late; ſuch as come not in their 


jeaſon, are no fruit, 
2 be came and fought Heats! therion and d found 
none. 


looked for grapes; when the time of fruit drgw 
near, he ſent his ſervants to the husſbandmen that 
'Quelt. But what fruit doth God expect? 

Anſ. Good fruit; Every tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, Matth. 7. 19. 
Now before the fruit can be good, the tree muſt 


| be good, for good fruit makes not a good tree, but 


Nothing will do bur fruit; Matth. 21. 34. He 
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may ſtand good in God's frght from, the curi ſe. of. 


"be worthy of that repentance thou feignelt thyſelf” 
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3 grapes 25 8 or. 688 9 2 15 n 
muſt be good, elſe he can bring forth ng. good 
fruit, he muſt have rightequſnels, imputed, that he 
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his law. He mult have a principle of rig hreout- 
neſs in his ſoul, elſe bow ould he bring forth 
good fruit? And hence it is that a chriſtian” 8 
fruits are called, Gal. 5. 22, 23 . The, fruits of 
the ſpirit, and the fruits of eee which 
are by Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 1. 12. The fruits of the 
ſpirit, therefore the ſpirit mult be: theres. the fruits 
of righteouſneſs, therefore righteouſneſs mult be 
firſt there. But to partigulacize in a few las 
briefly. 
Firſt, God expecketh. 4 that will 1 


N 
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to have. Every one in x profeſſion, and that hath 
crouded. into the vineyard, pretendeth- to repen- 
tance; now, of every ſuch foul, God expecteth 
that the fruits of repentance. be found to attend 
them, Matth. 3. 8. Bring forth fruits therefore 
meet for repentance, or anſwerable to thy, profeſ- 
ſion of the doctrine of repentance. Barren fig-tree, 
ſeeing thou art a profeſſor and got into the vine- 
yard, thou ſtandeſt before the Lord of the vineyard 
as one of the trees of the garden, wherefore he look- 
eth for fruit from thee, as from the reſt of the trees 
in the vine yard: Fruits, I fay, and ſuch as may 
Ueglare thee in heart and: life, one that hath made 
8 ſound 
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found profeſſion of repentance. By thy profeſſion? 


thou haſt ſaid, I am ſenfible of the evil of fin ; 
no then live ſuch a life as declares that thou art 

ſenſible of the evil of fin. By thy profeſſion thou 
haſt ſaid, 1 am ſorry for my fin: Why then, live 
ſuch a life as may declare this ſorrow. By thy 


] 5 N thou haſt ſaid I am aſhamed of my fins, 


Pſal. 38. 18. Yea, but live ſuch a life, that men 
by thi” io ſee thy ſhame for ſin, Jer. 31. 19. 
By thy profeſſion thou ſayeſt, I have turned from, 


!leſt off, and am become an enemy to every appear- 


ance of evil, i Theſ. 5. 22. Ah! but doth thy 
life and converſation declare thee to be ſuch an 
one? Take heed, barren fig tree, leſt thy life ſhould 
give thy profeſſion the lie: I ſay again, Take heed, 
for God himſelf will come for fruit: And he 
ſought ſruit thereon. 

You have ſome profeſſors, that are baly ſaints 
before men, when they are abroad, but are devils 
and vipers at home; laints by profeſſion, but devils 
by practice; ſaints in word, but ſinners in heart 
and life. Theſe men may have the profeſſion, but 
they want the fruits that become repentance. 

Barren fig · tree, Can it be imagined that thoſe 
that paint themſelves, did ever repent of their 
pride? Or that thoſe that purſue this world, did 
ever repent of their covetouſneis? Or that thoſe 
that walk with wanton eyes, did ever repent of 
their fleſhly luſts ? Where, barren fig-tree, is the 
ſruit of TREES people's repentance? Nay, do they 

| not 


The Barren Fig-tree: 3 
not rather declare to the world, they have repent- 
ed of their profeſſion ! Their fruits look as if they 


bad. Their pride ſaid, they have repented of 


their humility : their covetouſneſs declareth, that 
they are weary of depending upon God; and doth 
not thy wanton actions declare, that thou abhoreſt 
chaſtity ? where is thy fruit, barren fig tree E Re. 
pentance is not only forrow, and a ſhame for, but 
a turning from fin to God, Heb. 6. It is called 


| repentance from dead works. Haſt thou that godly 


ſorrow that worketh repentance to ſalvation, not 
to be repented of? 2 Cor. 7. 10, 11. How doſt 
thou ſhew thy carefutnefs, and clearing of thyſelf; 
thy indignation againſt fin ; thy fearing of offend- 
ing; thy vehement defire to walk with God; 
thy zeal for his name, and glory in the world ? 
And what revenge haſt thou in thy heart againſt 
every thought of diſobedience? _ 

But where is the fruit of this repentance? where 
is thy watching, thy faſting, thy praying againſt the 


remainders of corruption ? where is thy ſelf ab- 


horrence; thy bluſhing before God, for thy fin that 4 


is yet debind ? where is thy tenderneſs of the 


name of God and his ways? where 1s thy ſelf- 


denial and contentment ? how doſt thou ſhew be- 
fore men the truth of thy turning to God t haſt 
thou renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 


not walking in craftineſs ? 2 Cor. 4. 2, Canſt thou - 


commend thyſelf to every man's conſcience I in the 


fight of God.? 
And 


The Barren Fig tree. 


Aad he fought fruit thereon ... 1... 
„ 6a God expecteth fruits that hall a an: 
fires that, faith which. thou makelt proleſſion of. 


32 
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doth feign that he hath the. faith, the faith moſt 
bolx, the faith of God's elect. Ahl, But where 
ate thy. fruits, barren. big tree? the faith ol the 


Rom. 1. 18 and the Theſſalonians faith grew ex- 
ceedingly, 2. Theff. 1. 1 

Thou profeſſeſt to believe thou hat: a Mare in 
another world; bait thou let go this, barren fig- 
tree? thou proteſſeſt thou believelt 3 in Chriſt: Is he 
thy; joy, and the life of thy ſoul ? ? yea, what con- 
formity unto him, or his ſorrows and ſullerings e 
W hat reſemblance hath: his crying and groaning, 


thou bear about i in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jeſus; and is alſo the life of Jeſus made maniteit 
in thy mortal body? 2 2. Cor. 4. 10, 11. barren 
fig tree, thew me thy faith by thy works; 
ſhew out of a good converſation. thy works with 
meekneſs of wiſdom, James 2. 18 and 3. 13. 
What fruit, barren fig-tree ? what degree of 
heart holineſs ? for faith purifies the heart, Acts 
15. 9. Wbat love to the Lord Jeſus? for faith 
wor keth by love, Gal. 5. 6. 

Thirdly, God expects fruits, according to the 
ſeaſons of grace thou art under, according to the 
rain that cometh upon thee, Perhaps thou art 

| | og PN 


The proteloc chat i is. got. into the vineyard, of God, 


Romans Was ſpoken of through the whole. would, 


and bleeding and dying, wrought in thee? doit 


WT rw HIT we mh i#% in 


* 


12 


Joſt upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for him 


3 
planted i in a good ſoil, by great waters, that thou 
mighteſt bring forth branches, and bear fruit; 
that thou mighteſt be a goodly vine or ſig - tree: 
ſhall he not therefore ſeek for fruit, for fruit an- 
ſwerable to the means; barren fig- tree, God ex» 
pects it, and will find it too, if ever he bleſs thee : 
for the earth which drinks in the rain that comes: 


The Barren Fig g- tres. 


by whom it is dreſſed, receives bleſſing from God; 
but that which beareth thorns and briars is rejeckt- 
ed, and is nigh unto cutſing, whoſe 9 21 is to 
be burned, Heb. 6. 7. 38. 

Barren ſoul, how many ſhowers of grace, bers 
many dews from heaven, how many times, have 
the filver ſtreams of the city of God, ran gliding 
by thy roots, to cauſe thee to bring forth fruits? 
theſe ſhowers and ſireams, and the drops that hang 
upon thy boughs, will all be accounted. for; ; and 
will they not teſtify againſt thee, that thou ought», 
eſt of right to be burned? hear and tremble, O 
thou barten profeſſor! fruits that become thy pro- 
feſſion of the goſpel, the God of heaven expecteth. 
The goſpel hath in it the forgiveneſs of fins, the 
kingdom of heaven, and eternal life: but what 
fruit hath thy profeſſion of a belief of theſe things 
put forth in thy heart and life? haſt thou given 
thyſelf to the Lord; and is all that thou haſt to 
be ventured for his name in this world ? doſt thou 
walk like one that is bought with a au even n 
price of precious blood? 


Tourtbiy, 


5 


8 


2 placed, among the trees of the 
God, doch thereſore look for ſuch, fruik 26 18 worthy 
of his name, as is meet, for bim ; Ft: the apoitle | 


The Barren # ig· tree. 
Fourtblz, The fruit that God, expecteth is ſuch 


as is meet for himſelf, fruit that may glorify God: | 


God's trees are tices of righteouſne(s,, the planting 
of the Lord, that he may be glorified ; ; ſruit that 
taſteth of heaven, abundance. of ſuch fruit: : for 


herein (faith. Chriſt) is my Father glorified, that 


ye bring forth fruits, John 195 8. fruits of all 


kinds, new and. old; the fruits of the ſpirit are 


in all Soodneſo, and righteouſneſs and.truth, fruits 


before the world, fruits before. the. ſaints, 1 fruits be- 


fore God,. fruits. before angels. 


Ol my brethren, what manger, of perſons ought 


L L642 % 


we to be; ho have ſubſcribed. to the Lord, and 
have cal] 105 ourſelves, by t the name of. Lrael;! ? One 


ſhall ay Lam the Lord's; 
himſelt by the name ol Jacob; 


| and. another ſhall cail 
: and another fhall 


ſubſcribe with bis band unte the | Lord, and r- 


name himſelf. by..t the name of Iſrael, Ifai., 44. 5 | 
barren. fig-tree, baſt thou, ſubſcribed 2 baſt thou 
called thyſels by the name of Jacob, and, firnamed 
thyſelf by. the name of Israel? 2 AM this thou pre- 


tendeſt 19, who. art got into. the, vineyard,: who ate 
garden of God, 


faith, we ſhould walk worthy of. God; that ie, ſo 
as, we may . ew in every. place, that the prelonce 
of God. is with us, his fear in ug, and majeſty and 
authority upon our, actions. Fruits meet for him, 
ſuch a dependance upon him, ſuch trult in his word, 
1192190 "7 5 "Went 


* 


* 
25 


3 
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ſuch fatisfadtion 40 bis preſence, ſuch 2 truſting 
of him with all my ccneernments, and ſuch de- 
light in the- enjoyment; of him, that may demon- 
ſtrate that his feat is in my heart, that my foul is 
wrapped up in bis things, and that my body, and 
ſoul, and eſtate, and all, are in truth, Ga his 
grace,” at his diſpoſal. Fruit for him: / hearty 
thanks, and bleffing God for Jeſus Chriſt, for big 

good word, for his free grace, for diſcovery of him 
ſelf in Chrift to the ſoul, ſecret longing after an- 
other world, Fruit meet for him, liberally to the 
poor ſaints, to the poor world; a life in word and 


. 


feed exemplary; a patient and quiet enduring of 
all things, till! have done and luffered the whole 


will of God, which he had appointed for me. Phat 
on the good ground are they, which in an boneſt 
and good heart, having heard the word kept it, 
and bring forth fruit with patience, Luke 8. 15. 
This is bringing forth fruit unto God ; having 
our fruit unto-holineſs, and cur end 1 
life, Rom. 7. 4. and 6, 22. and 14. 8. 

'Fifthly, "The Lord expects fruit Wee e 
rincyard of God: The vineyard (faith he) Iſai. 5. 


Ii. is a very fruitful hill; witneſs the Milt bebte 


forth in all ages. Tbe moſt barren. trees that 
ever grew in the wood of this world, "when plant- 
ed in this vineyard by the God of ' heaven,” what 
fruit to God - ward . they brought ſortb? Abel 
offered to God a moſt excellent ſactifice,' Heb: 11. 
4: Enoch walked with God three hundred years, 

ee ver. 


36 | 1 5 Barren Fig- tree. 
ver. 5. Noah, by his life of faith, condemned the | * 
world, and became heir of the righteouſneſs which . 
is by faith, ver. 7. Abraham left his country and. t 
went out after God, not knowing whither he went, 0 
ver. 8. Moſes left a kingdom, and ran the hazard * 
of the wrath of the king, for the love he had to { 
God in Chriſt. What ſhall I ſay of them wol ! 
had trials not excepting deliverance, that they 01 
might obtain a better reſurreQtion ? Heb. 11. 35, bn 
36, 37. They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſun- : 
der; were tempted, were ſlain with the ſword; 
they wandered about in ſheep-ſkins, and goat-ſkins f 
being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented Peter left hi: ( 
father, ſhips and nets, Matth. 4. 18, 19, Pau by 
turned off from the feet of Gamaliel. Men brought 6 
their goods and poſſeſſions (the price of them) and 
caſt it down at the apoſtles feet, Acts 19. 18, 19 b 
20. and others brought their books together, and 3 
burnt them, curious books, tho” they were wort h 
20 fifty thouſand pieces of ſilver. I could add, hovwl ' 
many willingly offered themſelves in all ages, and ” 
their all, for the worthy name of the Lord Jeſus} ** 
to be racked, ſtarved, hanged, burned, drownedf} '* 
pulled ih pieces, and a thouſand calamities. Bar ” 
ren fig-tree, the vineyard of God hath been a fruit et 


ful place; What doſt thou there! What doſt tho 3 

bear? God expects fruit according to, or becom 

| ing the ſoil of the vineyard... _ 
4 Sixthly, The fruit which God expecteth i is 7 wh «4; 
as een God's huſbandry and labour. The 
vineyard 


Tho 1 ig- tree. 87 
vineyard is God's huſbandry, or tillage: OT 1 am the 
vine, (ſaith, Chriſt) John 15, 1. and my father is | 
' the huſbandman. And again, 1 Cor. 3,9. ye are 
God's huſbandry, ye are God's building. The 
vineyard, God fences: it, God gathereth out the 
ſtones, God builds the tower and the wine- preſs, in 4 
the midſt thereof. Here is labour, here is protee- || 
:ho 18 
tion, here is removing of hindrances; here is.con- | : 
venient pur bog, and all, that there might be 
1 7242 903. yorit2b 100 flir, 
Barren fig tree, What fruit haſt thou, 2. haſt teu ü 
fruit becoming the care of God, the, protection af 
hi God, the wiſdom of God, the patience and huſban - 
dry of God ? It is the fruit;of. the vineyard, that is 
by either the ſhame or praiſe of the huſbandman- I | 
S went by the field of the flothful'(ſaich Solomon) and 
by the vineyard of the man void of. undetſtanding; 
and lo, it was grown over with thorns, and, netgles 
had covered the face thereof, Prov. 24. 30, 3 11 32. 
Barren fig- tree, If men ſhould, make! a, judg- 
ment of the care, and pains, and labour, of Gd 
in his church, by the fruit that thou bringeſt forth, 
what might they ſay? Is he not flothful ls he 
not careleſs ? is he not without diſcretion? O! 
thy thorns, thy nettles, thy barren, heart,, and bar- 
ren life, are a continual provocation to the eyes 


50 of his glory, as likewiſe a diſhonour to the glory 4 

of bis grace. e Ya Tho | 

wh Barren fig-tree, Halt 33 heard all thee chings | 

Phe 1 will add yet one more. 26) een, 
r with: „* 


— * 


ard 


The Barren Fig tree: 
And be came and ſought fruit thereon. 

The queſtion; is not now, ' hat thou thinkeſt of 
Mie nor what! all the people of God think of 
thee: but what thou ſhalt be found in that day, 
hen God ſhall ſearch thy boughs for fruit. When 
Sodem wWus te be ſearched for righteons men, God 
"would not, in that matter, truſt his faithful ſervant 
Abraham; but ill as Abrabam interceded, God 
anſwered, 11 J find fifty, or forty, and five there, I 
will not deſtroy the city, Gen. 18. 20, 24, 26, 
27. Barren fig-rree, what ſayeſt thou ? God will 
come down to fee 'God will make ſearch for fruit 
himſelf, V 
And he came 011 fought fruit thereon, and 
Found (none) then faid be to the drefſer of the 
vincyard, behold, theſe three years 1 come feeking 
fruit on this fig-ttee, and find none; cut it u 
why eumbereth it the ground? 
© *Theſe-words are the effect of God's ſearch in- 
to the boughs of a barren fig tree; he fought 
1 fruit, and vr Fae 4925 none to his Rhine: none 

«pleaſant and Therefore, firft, he complains 

| of the want Sy -to the drefler, calls him to 
come and ſee, and take notice of the tree; then 
"fgnifieth his pleaſure, he will have it removed, 
taken away, cut donn from ot the 
round. 2 „ine 
| Obſerve, The _ 1 js the” objekt 'Of 
Gude diffleaſurey God cannot bear wick a fruit- 
leſs profefior. _ 2 . 
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I Then) aid be, „ ond Sie 
Then, after this provocation; then after he had, 
ſought, and found no fruit, then; this Word (then) 
Ys doth thew us a kind of an inward diſquetneſs.; 28, 
he ſaith alſo. ia another place, upon like proroca- 
tion, then the anger of the Lord; and his jealouſy. 
ſhall ſmoke againſt that mam. and all the curſes 
Id that are written in this book ſhall he upon him; 
and the Lord ſhall blot ous his name from under 
heaven, Deut. 39. 18. 19 20. 
Then; It intimateth that he was. now come to 
a point, to a reſolution what to: do with this fig? 
tree. Then ſaid he to- the dreſſer of bis vineyard, 
that is to Jeſus. Chriſt, behold, as much. as to ſay, 
come hitber, here is a ſig tres in my vineyard, 
here is a profeſlor i in my nch that is Har geg 
that beareth no fruit. Te Ns 
Qbſerve,, However the barten profeſſor thinks | 
of. bimſelf on earth, the Lord er ies out in heaven 
againſt him, Iſai. f. 5. And now go to, I will tell 
you, what, L will do to my vine yard; I dil 
away the hedge: thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; 
and 1 will break down the wall en and i it hall 
be trodden downs: - wy 
Behold theſe. three ears 1 came « ſeeking fruits Fahy 
Odferve,: Theſe, three years. God cries out 
has his-patience-1s/abuſed,. that his forbearance i is 
-abuſed; behold theſe three years I have waited, 
forboru; ; theſe.,three. years... L haze; deferred mine 
anger, Therefore. I. will ſtretch. out my hand a- 
c D 2 gainlt 


% 
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ainſt thee, and deltrby' thee; 'T' am weary with 
pee fer. rg. 7% as e ics 
[Theſe three years,” bende se layeth up all 
che time? Tay ar emembiance of all the time, 
that à barren! ſigetree, or a Fruitlefs profeſſor, miſ- 


ſperideth in this World: as he faith alſo of Iſrael 


of old, fotty yeats Teng was I Ned With this 
e Pfalm. B J . | 
"Theſe three gears; Se. 040 ad BIG 

. \ Theſe three ſeaſons. Obterve God remembers 
des May ſeaſons thou baſt miſpent; for theſe three 
Vers fgnifés fo many Teafons!'' And when the 
time of the" fruit” drew nigh; that 1 is about the ſea- 
ſon they begin to be ripe, or that according to the 
feafoh might ſo baye been. Barren fig · tree, thou 
halt bad time, Leaſbne, fermonis, miniſtets, afflicti- 
ons, judgments, mercies, and what not? and yet 
ft not been früftfulg thou" haſt had awakenings, 
reptoofs, threarnifge, eocmförts, und yet hat nat 
been fruitfhl tou haft had patterns, examples, 
eitations, provocations, 'and | yer ha aft not been fruit · 
Tot: Wellf God bath laid up thy chree years with 
Himſelf; "he femembers every tithe, every ſeaſon, 
every ſer mon, every miniſter, afflicion, judgment, 
mercy, awakning, pattern, example, citation, pro- 
vocation, he remembers all; as he ſaid of Iſrael of 
old, they have tempted me theſe ten times, and 
have not hearkened"ts? my voice, Num. 14. 225 
And again, I remember” all. theifwickedneſs, Hol. 
| 7. 2. 6 YA 00 6 3% n iw '4 5039:561] © 
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3 


name of the God of heaven. He ſees what 5 
children of Iſtael do in the dark, Ezek. 8. 12. all 


: The Barren. Fig tree. 84 


Su +: Theſe three year GM. 

He becken den; the fruit of every ſeaſon 2 he 
will not that any of his ſermons, miniſters, aſſtio. 
tions, judgments, or mercies ſhould be loſt, or 
ſtand: for inſgnificant tbings; he will have acdord- 


ing to the benefit beſtowed, 1 Cron 22. 2428 


Ezek. 14. 23. he hath not done without à cauſe 


all that he hath done, and) therefore he; looketh for 


nde mene barren ſig- tre. 
805 I cume { ſeeking) fruit. . 
„Oberen This word (fecking) fignifies a narrow- 
fear; for when a-man ſeeks for fruit on a tree 
he goes round it and round it, nom looking into 


this bough, and then intosthat; he peeps into the | 


inmoſt boughs, and the lowermoſt boughs, it: me 
haps fruit may be thereon. © ai Nas 

Barren fig: tres, God will lookintoal thy boughiy 
he will be with'thee in chy bed fruits, thy mid - 
night fruits, thy eloſet· fruits, thy family fruits, 
thy converſation fruits, to ſee if there be any a» 
mong all theſe that are fit for; or worthy of the 


things are open unto the eyes of him wich whom 


eum e $2253.96 e 
. Seeking fruit on (this) fig tree. "hb 


11 cold you before that he keeps rn-temenabruncs 


40 times and ſeaſons that the barren profeſſor had 


wickedly miſpent. Now, foraſmuch as he pointeth 
out the fig tree, this fig tree; it ſneweth that the 


553 barren- 
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42 The" Barren Fig- tres. 
barrea pr rofeſſor, above all profeſſors; is a continual 
adium in the eyes of God: this fig-tree, this man 
Sqhiab, Jen. aa. 28 this people draw nigh to me 
with cheir mouth, but have removed their hearts 
ber fcoam me. God knows who tbey are among 
Al the thouſands f Iſrael, that are the barren and 
fruitleſs profeſſors gobis lot will fall upon the head 
olf Achan, tho he be hid among fix ve pri 
| fand men. And heobrought/ bis houthold, 
by man; and Acbhansthe ſon of Carmi, the fac; wes 
= {abi the-fon of Zerab, of the tribe of, Judabiwas 


05 ige tree, this fis the barren profeſſor; : 
lbs is a man hath an hundred trees in his 
8 vineyard, and at the time of the ſeaſon he walketh 

into his vineyard to ſee thou the trees flouriſh; 
and as he goes, and views, and pries, obſerves how 


they. are hanged with fruit 3+ behold he cometh 


| toope where he findeth nought but leaves: 
* now ehe makes +21 ſtand, looks upon it again and 
again; he- looks alſo hete and there, ahorve and 
below and if after all this ſeeking, he finds no- 
ching but leaves thereon, then he begins.to, caſt;in 

his mind, hoy he may know. this tree next year, 
what ſtands next it, or how far 'tis off the hedges 
but if there be nothing there that may be as a mark 


to: know, it by, then he takes his hook, and giveth 


ig a private mark, (And the Lord ſet a mark upon 
| Cain, Gen. 4.) ſaying, go thy ways, frunlave. 02 
| tree, thou haſt en this Kamas in "nz 758: 
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taken, Joſh. 7. 49+ 18% itbis is the Achan, this is“ 
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Vet doth che not cut it down; Twill try it ano- 
ther year; may be this was not a hitting ſeaſon 3 
therefore he comes again next year to ſee if now 
it have fruit; but; as he found it before, ſo he 
finds it now, barten, barren, every year barten; 
he looks again, but finds no fruit. Now he be- 
gins to have: ſenond thoughts; how neither hit 
laſt year, nor this ſurely the barrenneſs is not in 
the ſeaſon, ſurely: the fault is in thertree; "hows 
ever I will ſpare it this year alſo; but will give it a 
ſecond mark; and it, may be, he toutheth it 
with a hot iron becauſe he begins to be angry. 

Well, at the third: ſeaſon her comes again! * 
ftuit, but the third year is like thel firſt and ſe- 


cond, no fruit yet ; it only cumberethahe-ground: 


what now mult be done with this fig-rree ? why, 


the; Lord-will lop his boughs with terror; yea, 


the thickets, of thoſe profeſſors with i iron. I have 
waited (faith God) theſe three years; I have miſfe 
ed of fruit; theſe three years, it hathi been a cum- 
ber ground theſe three years: cut it down. Pre- 


cept hath been upon precept, and line upon line, 


one year after another 3 for cheſe three years, but 


no fruit can be ſeen; I find none, fetch out the 


ax; Pm ſure this is the ſig-tree, I know it from 
the firſt year, bartenneſs is its ſign now, make it 


fit for the fire. Behold, the ax is laid to the 
root of the tree; every tree therefore that bring 15 


1 eth not forth fruit, is hewn down, and den into 
the n Matth. 3- 10. 1 Ci 1 2a a #37 
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44 The Barren Rig tris 
Obſerve, my brethren, God's heart cannot 


ſtand towards a barren fig tres. Tou know thus 


it is with yourſelves: if you have a tree in your 
orchard, or vineyard, that doth only cumber the 
ground, you cannot look upon that tree with 
pleaſure, with complacency and delight; no, it 

you do but go by it, if you do but caſt your eyes 
upon it; yea if you do but think of that tree, you 
threaten it in your heart, ſaying, T will hew thee 


down ſhortly, will to the fire with thee ſhortly. | 


And it is in vain for any to think of perſwading 
of you to ſhew favour to the barren fig tree; and 
if they ſhould: perſwade, your anſwer is irrefiſt- 

ible it yields me no profit, it takes up room, 


1 % 9 Jenn no ere a better may oe in ee 


250 Cut it down. © | 
"Thi when, ths godly among the "ION (get 
14. 1.) made prayers, that rebellious Ifracl 
might not be caſt out of the eg what ſaith 
the anſwer of God? Jer. 15. 1. Though. Mo- 
ſes and Samuel ſtood before me, yet could not my 


mind be towards this people; -wherefore caſt 


them out of my preſence, and let them go forth. 
Wheat a reſolution is here? Moſes and Samuel 
could do almoſt any thing with God in prayer. 
How: many times did Moſes by prayer turn away 
God's judgments from even Pharaoh himſelf ? yea, 
how many times did he by prayer preſerve Iſrach, 


when in the wilderneſs, (Pial. 106. 23.) from 


the anger and wrath of. God ? Samuel is reckoned 


excellent 


2 


eee e © 


1 


they not t incline mine heart to this re * 


fruit, yea good fruit, they are fit for nothing at! 
all, but tö bé cut down, and prepared for the fire. 
And ſo the prophet goes on, behold, it is caſt 


The © Barren Fig tree. 45 


excellent this way, yea o excellent, that when 
Ifrael had done that fearful thing, as to reject the 
Lord, and chufe them another king, (1 Sam: 12) | 
he, prayed, and the Lord ſpared, and korgave them. 
But yet neither Moſes, nor Samuel, - can ſave 
barren fig*tree : no, though Moſes and Samuel 
{t50d before me, that is Plein arguing, in- 
terceding, ſupplicating, and beſeeching, yet could 


Cut it down. © „ 

Ah! but Lordi it is a fig-rree 3 a fig-tree! if it 
Was a thorn, or'a bramble, or a thiftle, the matter. 
would not be much'; but it is a fig tree, 4 vine; 
well, but mark the anſwer of God, Ezek. 15 12, 
3. ſon of man, what is the vine tree more than 
any tree, or than a brauch that is among the 
trees of the foreſt? ſhall wood be taken thereof to 
do any work? or will man take a pin thereof to 
hang any veſſel thereon ? if trees that are ſet, or 
planted for fruit, bring not forth that fruit, there 
is betwixt them and the trees of the foreſt, no bet- 
terment at all; unleſs the betterment lyeth in the 
trees of the Wd; for they are fit to build withalz 
but a fig tree or a vine, if they bring not forth 


int6'the fire for fewel: if it ſerve" not for fruit, it | 
will ſerve for fewel; and ſo the fire :devoareth 
both the ends of lip und the middle of it is burnt: 
V3 Ay, 
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Ay, but theſe fig: trees and vines are church 1 
ee inhabitants. of Jeruſalem. So was the : 
fig-tree mentioned in the text; but what anſwer 5 


bab, God prepared for theſe objections? why, 
Wo verſ..6. 7. thus faith the Lord God, as the vine - - 
tree among the trees of the foreſt, which I hays. 
given to the fire. for fewel; ſo will I give the in- 
habicants. of Jeruſalem. And I will ſet my face. b 
againſt them, they ſhall go from one bre, and an» 
other fire ſhall devour them. 
3 Cut it don. 

The woman that delighteth in. 1 1 if 
ſhe have a flip there, ſuppoſe (if it was fcuirful) 
ſhe would not take five pounds for it; yet if it 
bear no fruit, if it wither and dwindle, and die, 
and turn cumber- ground only, it may not ſtand in 
her garden. Gardens and vineyards are places 
for fruit, for fruit according to the nature of plants 
or flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a flip as I told you of 
| before, ſhould be in your garden, and there die, 
would you let it abide in your garden ? no, away 
With it, away with it. The woman cometh. into 
her garden towards the ſpring, where firſt ſhe 
gives it a flight caſt with her eye, then, the ſets. to 
gathering out the weeds, and nettles, and ſtones, 
takes a beſom and ſweeps the walks; this done, 
the falls to prying into her herbs and, lips, to. ſee. 
it they live, to ſee if they are likely to grow: nom, 

if the comes to one that is dead, that (he, is con- 

bent ne gtow, up ſhe pulls: it, 10 maker 
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a 
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to the heap of rubbiſh with it, where ſhe deſ- 
piſingly caſts it down, and valueth it no more 
than a nett)e,-or a weed, or than the duſt ſhe 
bath ſwe pt out of her walks. Yea, if any that 
ſee ber, ſhould ſay, why do you ſo ? the anſwer 
is ready, 'tis dead, *tis dead at the root; if I had 


let it ſtand, *twould but have cumbered the 


ground: The ſtrange ſlips (and alſo the dead 


ones) they muſt be a heap in the day of grief, 


and of deſperate ſorrow, Iſai. 17, 10, 11, 
Cut it dun. 
»There be two manner of cuttings down. 
Firſt, When a man is caſt out of the vineyard. 
Secondly, When a man is caſt out of the world. 
Firſt, when a man 1s aun out ys the nn 
ma that is done two ways. 
1. By an immediate hand of God. 
2. By the church's due execution of the laws, 


and cenſures, which Chriſt, for that e 


bath left with his church. 
Fitſt, God cuts down the barren aucb by an 


immediate band, ſmiting his roots, blasting bis 


branches, and ſo takes him away from among his 


people: every branch (faith Chriſt) that beareth 


not fruit in me, he (my Father) taketh away, 


John 15, 2. he taketh him out of the church, 


he taketh him away from the godly. There are 

two things by which God taketh the batren 1 

felſor from among the children of n P's 
Firſt, Ones deluſions, 8 | 


Secondly, 


an 
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Secondly, open prophaneneſfs. 
Firſt, By ſtrong deluſions, ſuch. as "Mn" the 
ſoul with  damnable doctrines, ON ſwerve from 
faith and godlineſs, Iſai. 66. . 4. they have 
choſen their own ways (ſaith God) wi their foul 
delighteth in their abominations; I alſo will 
chuſe their deluſions, and will bring their fears 
upon them. I will ſmite them with blindneſs 


and © hardneſs of heart, and failing. of, eyes, and 


will alſo ſuffer the tempter to tempt and effect 
his bellifh deſigns upon them, 2 Theff. :. 10, 
11, 12. God will ſend them , ſtrong deluſions 
that they may believe a lie, that they all may be 
damned who believe not the truth, A had plea- 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs. 3 
"Secondly, Sometimes God takes away a ben 
profeſſor by open prophaneneſs. Tbere is one hath 
taken up a profeſſion of that worthy name, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but this profeſſion is but a 
cloak, he ſecretly practiſeth wickedneſs ; he is a 
glutton, a drunkard, or covetous, or unclean: 
- well, ſaith God, I will looſe the reins of this 
profeſſor, I will give bim up. to his vile affections, 
I will looſe the reins of bis luſts before him, he 
ſhall be entangled with beaſtly Juſt, he ſhall be 
overcome of ungodly company. Thus they that 
turn aſide to their own crooked ways, Pfal. 5. 5. 
the Lord ſhall lead them forth with the workers 
of iniquity.» This is God's hand immediately ; ; 
God is now dealing with this man himſelf, Bar- 
F ren 
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Into the fire, burning muſt be their end. That 


* 
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ren fig-tree,  hearken, thou art crowded into a 
profeſſion, art got among the godly, and there art 
a ſcandal to the holy and glorious: goſpel; but 


withal fo cunning, that like the ſons of Zeruiah, 


thou art too hard ſor the church; ſhe knows not 
how to deal with thee. Well, ſaith God, I will 


deal with that man myſelt, Ezek. 14 75 941 


will anſwer tbat man by myſelf ; be that ſets up 


his idols in bis heart, and puts the | ſtumbling 
block of his iniquity before his face, and yet 
comes, and appears before me; I will ſet my face 
againſt that man, and will make him a fign and a 


proverb, and I will cut him off from the midſt of ⁶Eů 
my people and he ſhall know that 1 am the 


Lond: "i. 5 

But, Secondly, God doth 8 cut ding 
the barren fig-tree by the church's due execution 
of the laws and cenfares, which Chriſt, for that 
purpoſe, bath left with his church: This is the 
meaning of that in Matth. 18, 1 Cor: 5. and 
that in 1 Tim. , 2c. upon which now I ſhall 
not enlarge, But which way ſoever God dealeth 
with thee, O then barren fig-tree, whether by 


himſelf immediately, or by his church, it a- 
mounts to one and the ſame. For if timely repent= WM 


ance prevent not, the end of that ſoul is damnati- 
on. They are blaſted and withered, and gathered 
by men, God's enemies; and at laſt being caſt 
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bereth the ground. The Holy Ghoſt” doth not 
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which beareth briars and thorns, is -nigh unto 
curling, whoſe end is to be burned, Heb: 6. 8. 
And again ;. ſometimes by cut it down, God 
means, Caſt it out of the world: thus he cut down 
Nadab and Abibu, when he burned them up with 
fire from heaven, Numb. 6. 31, 32, 33: thus he 
cut down Corah, Dathan. and Abiram, when he 
made the earth to ſwallow them up. Thus he 
cut down” Saul, Sam. 31. 4. when he gave him 
up to ſall upon the edge of his own ſword, and 
died. Abus be cut down Ananias with Saphira his 
wile, when he ſtruck them down dead in the midſt 
of the congregation, As 5. c I might here alſo 
diſcourſe of Abſalom, Ahitophel, and Judas, who 
were all three hanged : the firſt by God's reveng- 
ful band, the other were given up of God to be 
their own executioners.. "Theſe were barren and 
unprofitable fig-trees, ſuch as God took no pleaſure 
in, therefore he commanded to cut them down, 
The Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pſal. 5 8. 9. he ſhall rake them 
away as with a whirl- wind, both living, and in bis 
wrath. | 
Barren 6p-tree, hearken ; God calls for the ax, 
His ſword, bring it hither, here is a barren profeſ- 
for, Cut him "OW why cumbereth he the 
ground : | 
i Why etal it the ground. | 
By theſe words the Lord ſuggeſteth reaſons of 
his diſpleaſure againſt the barren fig-tree z it cum- 


only 
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only take an argument from its barrenneſs, but bes 
cauſe it is cumber - ground, therefore cut it down; $ 
wherefore it muſt needs be a provocation. | 
1. Becauſe.as much as in him lieth, he diſap- 
pointeth the deſign of God in planting his Vegas 
I looked that it ſhould bring forth fruit. 

2. It hath alſo abuſed his patience, his long-ſufs 


he 
7H fering, his three years patience. = 
7 97. Tt hath'alſo abuſed his labour, his pains, his 
and = 
TH | care, atid- providence of protection and preferva+ | 
aft tion; for he hedges his vineyard, and walls it a» 
1th bout. Cumber ground, all theſe things thou a- 
ho buſeſt. He waters his vineyard, and looks to it 
= night and day, and all theſe wen thou haſt abuſ* 
" ol 
yy Further; there are other reaſons - of God's 8 
1 diſpleaſure ; as, | 
Firlt, A eumber- ground is a very mock and 
n. 
i reproach to religion, a mock and reproach to the 
4 ways of God, to the people of God, to the word of 
God, and to the name of religion. It is expected of 
, all hands, that all the trees in the garden of God 
. ſhould be fruitful; God expects fruit, the church 
0 expects fruit, the world, even the world conclude W 


that profeſſors ſhould be fruitful in good works; i ö 
I ſay the very world expects that profeſſors ſhould W 
be better than themſelves. But, barren fig-tree, 
thou diſappointeſt all; nay, haſt thou not learned 
the wicked ones thy ways? Haſt thou not learned 
them to be more wicked by thy example? (but 

. that's 
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that's by the bye) Barren fig-tree, thou haſt dif- 
appointed others, and muſt be difappointed thy- 
ſelf. Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground. 

Secondly, The barren fig- tree takes up the 
room where a better tree might ſtand; I ſay, it 
takes up the room, it keeps ſo long as it ſtands 
where 1t doth, a fruitful tree out of that place, and 
therefore it muſt be cut down. Barren fig- tree, 
doſt thou hear? Becauſe the Jews ſtood fruitleſs 


in the vineyard : therefore, ſaid God, Matth. 21. 


33, 41. The kingdom of heaven ſhall be taken 
from you, and ſhall be given to a nation that ſhall 
render him their fruits in their ſeaſon. * The Jews 
for their barrenneſs were cut down, and more fruit- 
ful people put in theirropm. As Samuel alſo ſaid 
to barren Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 28. The Lord hath 
rent the kingdom from thee, and hath given it to 


thy neighbour that is better than thou. The un- 


profitable ſervant muſt be caſt out, muſt be cut 


down, Matth. 25. 27. 


Cumber- ground, How many hopeful, inclinable, 


ſorward people, haſt thou, by thy fruitleſs and un- 
profitable life, kept out of the vineyard of God ? 


bor thy ſake have the people ſtumbled at religion, 
by thy life have they been kept from the love of 


them that would, thou hindereſt;) thou mult not 


their own ſalvation. Thou haſt been alſo a means 


of hardening others, and of quenching, and killing 


weak begiunings. Well, barren fig.tree, look to 
thyſelf, (thou wilt not go to heaven thyſelf, and 


always 
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always cumber the ground, nor always hinder the 
ſalvation of others; thou ſhalt be cut down, and 
another ſhall be planted in thy room. 

Thirdly, The cumber ground is a ſucker, he 
draws away the heart and nouriſhment from the 


other trees. Were the cumber-ground cut down, 
the other would be more fruitful ; he draws away 
the fatneſs of the ground to himſelf, that would 
make the other more hearty and fruitful. One 
inner deſtroyeth much good, Eccl. 9g 18. 

The cumber ground is a very drone in the hive, 
that eats up the honey that ſhould feed the labour- 
ing bee; he is a thief in the candle, that walteth 
the tallow, but giveth no light; he is the unſavory 
falt, that is fit for nought but the een Look 
to it, barren es. | 


And he anfwting ſaid unte him, Lord, let it alone 

this year alſo, until I ſhall dig about it, and dung 

it; and if it bear fruit, well; and if not, then, 
after that, thou ſbalt cut it down, verſe 8, 9. 


Heſe are the words of the dreſſer of the vine- 
yard, who, I told you, is Jeſus Chriſt, (for 
he made interceſſion for the tranſgreſſers.) And 
they contain a petition, preſented to an offended; 
juſtice, praying that a little more time and patience {| 
might be exerciſed towards the barren cumber- 
ground re 24 . | 
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1 | why did he not do . ? why did not he cut 
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In this petition there are ſix bing; conſider 


able. 
Firſt, That jallice michs be defend, O that 


1 juſtice might be deferred. Lord, let it * Kc. 


a while longer. 
Secondly, Here is time -prefixed, as a ſpace to 


try if more means will cure a barren fig-tree. 


Lord, let it alone this year alſo. | 

Thirdly, The means to help it, are propounded, 
until I ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 

Fourthly, Here is alſo an inſinuation of a ſup- 
poſition, that by thus doing, God's expectation 
may be anſfyered; and if it bear fruit, well. | 

Fifthly, Here is a ſuppoſition that the barren ſig · 


tree may yet abide barren, when Chriſt hath done 


what he will unto it; and if it bear fruit, &c. 

- Sixthly, Here is at laſt a reſolution, that if thou 
continue barren, hewing days will come upon thee. 
And if it bear fruit, well ; 5 and if not, then after 
thou ſhall cut it down. 


But to proceed according to my former me- 


thod, by way of expoſition. 
Lord, let it alone this year alle... 
Mere is aſtoniſhing grace indeed, aſtoniſhing 


grace! I ſay that the Lord Jeſus ſhould concern 


himſelf with a barren fig tree; that he ſhould ſtep 
in to ſtop the blow from a barren fig- tree. True, 


he ſtopt the blow but for a time; but why did he 


ſtop it at all? why did he not fetch out the ax? 


it 


„ + wen 


JJ Too nr” Tones wo os * 


er- 


p ² ‚ a6. ‚ “. 9 as |} 


Exodus 32 10. Let me alone (faid God to him) 
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it down? Barren fig tree, tis well for thee that 
there is a Jeſus at God's right hand, a Jeſus.of 
that largenefs of bowels, as to have compaſhon for 
a barren fig-tree, elſe juſtice had never let thee 
alone to cumber the ground as thou haſt done. 
When Iſrael alſo had finned againſt God, down 
they had gone ; but that Moſes ſtood in the breach, 


that I may conſume them in a moment, and I wil! 
make of thee' a great nation. Barren fig tree, 
doſt thou hear? Thou knew not how oft the hand 
of divine juſtice hath been up to ſtrike, and how 
many years ſince thou hadſt been cut down, had 1 
not Jeſus caught hold of his father's ax. Let me 
alone, let me fetch my blow, or cut it down, why 
cumbereth it the ground? Wilt thou provoke ſtill? 
Thou haſt wearied men, and provoked the juitice KM 
of God ; and wilt thou weary my God alſo 2 Iſa. \ 
7.1 13. > 
Lord, let it alone this our: | 
Lord, a little longer, let's not loſe a ſoul for 
want of means; I will try, I will ſee if I can make 
it fruitful, I will not beg a long life, nor that it 
might be barren, and ſo provoke thee. I beg for 
the ſake of the ſoul, the immortal ſoul, Lord ſpare 
it, one year only, one, one year longer, this year 
allo; if I do any good to it, it will be in a little 
time. Thou ſhalt not be over wearied with wait-' 
ing; one year, and then. 1 
8 Barren 


8 


| 
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W fig-tree, doſt thou hear what firiving 
there is between the vine dreſſer and the huſband- 
man for thy life. Cut it down, ſays one; Lord, 
ſpare it, ſaith another; *tis a cumber ground, ſaith 
the father ; one year longer ARE the ſon, let it 
alone this year alſo. | 

Until 1 ſhall dig about it, and dung it, 

The Lord Jefus by theſe words ſuppoſeth two 
things, as caufes of the want of fruit in a barren 
fig-tree, and two things he ſuppoſeth as a remedy, 

The things that are a cauſe of want of fruit 


ares | \ | 
1. Tis earth bound; Lanz the fig- tree is earth 


bound. ä 

2. A want of warmer means, of fatter means. 
Wherefore accordingly he propoundeth, 

Firſt, To looſen the earth, to dig about it. 


to dig about it and dung it. Lord let it alone this 
year allo, until I ſhall dig about it. I doubt it is 
too much ground bound; Che love of this world, 
and the deceitfulneſs of riches, (Luke 14.) lie too 
cloſe to the roots of the heart of this profeſſor. 
The love of riches, the love of honours, the love 
of pleaſures are the thorns that choak the word; 
1 John 2. 15. 10. For all that is in the world, the 
luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the pride 
of life, are not of the Father, but enmity to God. 
How then (where theſe things bind up the heart) 
can there be {uit brought forth to God! Barren 
Fg tree, 


Secondly, And then to ſupply it with dung; 
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fig · tree, ſee how the Lord Jeſus, by theſe very 
words, ſuggeſteth the cauſe of thy fruitleſneſs of 
ſoul. The things of this world lie too cloſe to 
thy heart; the earth with its things hath bound 
up thy roots; thou art an earth bound ſoul, thou 
art wrapt up in thick clay. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him; how 


then can he be fruitful in the vineyard ? This 
kept Judas from the fruit of caring for the poor, 


John 12. 6. This kept Demas from the fruit of 


ſelf-denial, 2 Tim. 4. 10. And this kept Ananias 


and Saphira his wife, from the goodly fruit of 
ſincerity and truth, Acts 5. 5, 10. What ſhall I 


ſay, Theſe are fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which ; 


drown men in deftruction and perdition; for the 


love of money ts the root of all evil, 1 Tim. 6. 9. 


10. How then can good fruit grow upon ſuch a 


root, the root of all evil ? Which while ſome 


covet after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themſelves through with many ſorrows. It 
is an evil root, nay, it is the root of all evil; how 


then can the profeſſor that hath ſuch a root, or 4 
root wrapped up in ſuch earthly things as the luſts 
and pleaſures, and vanities of this world, bring. 


fotth fruit to God. 
Until 1 [ball (dig) ae it. 


Lord, I will looſe his roots, I will dig up this 


earth, I will lay by his roots bare; my hand ſhall 
be upon him by ſickneſs, by diſappointments, by 
croſs W ; I will dig about him until he 

ſtands 
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ſtands ſhaking and tottering, until he be iy to 
fall ; then, if ever, he will ſeek to take faſter hold. 
Thus, I ay, deals the Lord Jeſas oft times with 
the barren profeſſor; he diggeth about him, he 
ſmiteth one blow at his heart, another blow at 
his luſts, a third at his pleaſures, à fourth at his 


comforts, another at his ſelf-conceitedneſs; thus he 


diggeth about him; this is the way to take bad 


earth from his roots, and to looſen; his roots from 


the earth, Barren fig-tree, ſee here the care, the 


love, the labour and way, which the. Lord Jeſus, 
the dreſſer of the vineyard, is fain to take with 


thee, if happily. thou muſt be made fruitful, 
Until I dig about it, and (dung) it. 
As the earth, by binding the roots too cloſely, 


may hinder the trees being fruitful z fo the want 


of better means may be alſo a cauſe gee And 


this is more than. intimated by the dreſſer of the 


vineyard, until I ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 


'T will ſupply it with a more fruitful miniſtry, with 


a warmer word, I will, give them paltors after 
mine own heart, I will dung them. Lou know 
dung is a more warm, more fat, more hearty, and 
ſuccouring matter, than is eonkinonly: * . in 
which trees are planted. 
1 will dig about it, and dung it, 1 will Veils 5 it 


,under an heart awakening miniſtty; the means of 


grace hall be fat, and good. I will alſo viſit it 


with heart awakening, heart warming, heart en- 
couraging conſiderations; I will apply warm dung 


10 


to its roots; I will ſtrive with him by my ſpirit, 4 


and give him ſome talles of the heavenly gift, and 

the power of the world to come, I am loth to loſe 

him for want of digging: Lord, let it albne this 

n alto, until I ſhall dig about it, and dung . 
And if it bear fruit, well. 


And if the ſruit of all my labours makes this | 


fig-tree fruitful, I ſhall count my time, my labour 
and means well beſtowed upon it; and, thou alſo, 


O my. God, ſhall be therewith much delighted 
For thou art gracious, and mercitul, and repenteſt 
thee of the evil, which thou threatneſt to bring | 


upon a people. 

Tbeſe words therefore zn en rm us, that if a bars 
ren fig-tree, a barren profeſſor, ſhall now at laſt 
bring forth to God, it ſhall go well with that pro- 
ſeſſor, it ſhall go well with that poor ſoul. His 
former barrenneſs, his former tempting of God, bis 
abuſe of God's patience and long ſuffering ; his 
miſpending year after year, . ſhall now all be for- 


given him. Yea, God the Father, avd our Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt, will now paſs by, and forget all, and 


ſay, well done, at the laſt, When I fay to the 
wicked, © wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if 


| he then do that which is lawful and right, if he 


walks.in the ſtatutes of life, without committing 
iniquity, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die, EZek. 
18. 24, Barren fig-tree, doſt thou hear? The ax 


is laid to thy roots, the Lord Jeſus prays God to 


ſpare thee 3 dn he n disgins about oe 


: 
E 
% 
" 
# 
+ 
| 
8 1 
25 
U 
8 
1 
#, 
by 
"4 
E | 
; 
"& 
Þ 
.F 
2 
ij 
þ 
1 
KH 
| 


* 
. 


. ee e > — 
OI WA Aga: OA Mis I K 
CCC AAA ĩðV1 xa 

. 


2 — — 77 
3 Fe: gs: 
Ds ͤ——— K Er EET IR : 
"AM ** k 8 


e 
2 

— = Bo OE * 

2 


_ 


60 ' "The Barren Fig tree. 

Hath he been dunging of thee, O barren ſig · tree? 
Now thou art come to the point; if thou ſhalt 
now become goed, if thou ſhalt, after a gracious 
manner; fuck in the goſpel dung, and if thou 
fhalt bring forth fruit unto God, well ; but if not, 


the fire is the laſt. Fruit, or the fire; fruit, or 


the fire, barren fig-tree. If it bear fruit, well. 

And if not, then, after that, thou ſhalt cut it down, 
And if not, &c. The Lord by this (if) giveth 
us to underſtand, that there is a generation of pro- 
ſeſſors in the world, that are incurable, that will 
not, that cannot repent, nor be profited by the 


means of grace; a generation, I ſay, that will re- 


taip a profeſſion, but will not bring forth fruit; 
a generation that will wear out the patience of 
God, time and tide, threatnings and interceſlions, 
judgments and mercies z and after all will be un- 
fruitful, | 

O the deſperate widkediels that is in thy heart! 
O barren profeſſor, doſt thou hear? the Lord Je- 
ſus ſtands yet in doubt about thee ! There is an 


© (if) ſtands yet in the way; I ſay, the Lord Jeſus 


ſtands yet in doubt about thee, whether at laſt thou 
wilt be good; whether he may not labour in vain; 


Whether his digging and dunging will come to 


more than loſt labour, I gave her ſpace to repent, 
and ſhe repented not, Rev. 2. 21. Idigged about 
it, I dunged it; I gained time, and ſupplied it 
with means; but I laboured in vain, and ſpent 


my Ren for nought, and herein in vain. Doſt 
| thou 


: The Barren Fig-tree. OF 
thou hear, barren fig-tree? There is yet a queſti- 
on, Whether it will be well with thy ſoul at 
laſt ? 
There is nothing more e to the 
mind of man, than to find all his kindneſs and 
favour ſlighted ; neither is the Lord Jeſus ſo pro- 
voked with any thing, as when ſinners abuſe his 
means of grace; if it be barren and fruitleſs under 
my goſpel ; if he turn my grace into wantonnels 
if after digging, and dunging, and waiting, it yet 
remain unfruitful, I will let, thee cut it down. 
Goſpel means applied, is the laſt remedy for a 
barren profeſſor ; if the goſpel, if the grace of the | 
goſpel will not go, there can be nothing expected, 
but cut it down. Then, after that, thou ſhalt cut 
it down. | 
O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the 
prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee, 
how often would 1 have gathered thy children to- 
gether, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not? Therefore your houſes 
are left unto you deſolate, Matth. 23. 37, 38. Yet 
it cannot be, but that this Lord Jeſus, who at firſt ' 
did put a {top to the execution of his father's jul- # 
tice, becauſe he defired to try more means with the 
fig-tree 3 I ſay, it cannot be, but that an heart ſo if 
full of compaſſion, as bis is, ſhould be touched, if 
to behold this proteflor muſt now be cut down; K 
Luke 9. 41, 41. And when he was come near, 


he beheld the . and wept over it, ſaying, if thou 
hadſt 
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the things that belong to thy peace, but now they 
are hid from thine eyes. 
After that, thou ſbalt cut it on. : 
When Chriſt giveth thee over, there is no inter- 
ceffor, no more mediator, no more ſacrifice for (in; 
all is gone but judgment, but the ax, but a. certain 


on, which ſhall devour the adverſaries, Ugb. 10. 
20z 27, 28. : 
Barren ſig- tree, take heed has thou conelt a not 
to theſe laſt words, for theſe words are a give up, 
a caſt up, a caſt up of a caſt away; after that thou 
ſhalt cut it down. They are as much as if Chriſt 
had ſaid, Father, I begged for more time for this 
barren profeſſor ; I begged until I ſhould dig a- 
bout it, and dung it; but now, Father, the time 
is out, the year is ended, the ſummer is ended, and 
no good done, I have allo tried with, my means, 
with the goſpel; I have digged about it, I have 
laid alſo the fat and hearty dung of the goſpel to 
it; but all comes to nothing. Father, 1 deliver 
up this profeſſor to thee again, I have done, I have 
done all, I have done praying, and endeavouring; 
I will hold the head of thine ax no longer; take 
bim into the hands of juſtice, do juſtice, do the 
law, I will never beg for him more. After that, 
thou ſhalt cut it down. Wo unto them when I 
depart fiom them, Hoſ. 9. 12. Now is this pro- 
teflor left naked indeed, naked to God, naked to 
Satan, 


fearſul looking for judgment, and fiery, indignati- 


hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt, in this thy day, 
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Satan, to ſin, to the law, to death, to hell, naked to 


judgment, and to the grips of a guilty conſcience, | 


and to the. rorment of the worm that never dies, 
and to that fire that never ſhall be quenched ; Heb. 
12. 25 See that ye refuſe not him that ſpaketh ; 
for if they eſcaped not, who refuſe him that ſpake 
on earth, much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we 
turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven. 
From this brief paſs, through this povele, Un have 


theſe two general er btast re 
Firſt, Phat even when the juſtice of God cries 


| out, I cannot endure to wait on this barren pro- 


feſſor any longer; then Jeſus Chriſt intercedes for 
a little more patience, and a little more ſtriving 
with this' profeſſor, if poſſible he may make him a 
fruitful profeſſor ; Lord, let it alone this year alſe, 
until I ſhall dig about it and Lang it; a wo it 


bear fruit, well, &o. - 


B8econdly, There es profeſſors okay 47 
of grace will end with cut it down, with judg- 
ment; when Chriſt by bis means in been uſs4 


for their ſalvation. 


"I 


The firſt of theſe odforvariond T hall Sint} wk 


not meddle at all therewith ; DE hall briefly W 
to the ſecond, to wit, 


That there are ſome ptote Mayey" hoſb day 6f 


grace will end with cut it down, with judgment; 


when Chriſt by his means baſe deen vice for their 


fal vation. 


— 


* 


"A 


. This 


tinuance ſoever they are, yet the God tempting, 


* 
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This the apoſtle ſheweth in that third chapter 
af his'epiſtle to the Hebrews, where he tells us, 
that the people of the Jews, aſter a forty years 
patience, and endeavour to do them good by the 


means appointed for that purpoſe, their end was 


to be cut down, or excluded the land of promiſe 


for their final intredulity ; ſo we ſee. they could 


not enter in, becauſe of unbelief. Wherefore, 


faith he, I was grieved with that generation, and 


ſaid, they do always err in their hearts, and they 
have not known my ways; ſo I ſware in my 
wratb, they ſhall not enter into my reſt. As who 
ſhould ſay, I would they ſhould have entered in, 


and for this purpoſe I brought them out of Egypt, 


Jed them through the ſea, and taught them in the 


wilderneſs ; but they did not anſwer my work, 
nor deſigns in that matter; wherefore, they ſhall 


not, I ſwear they ſhall not; I ſwore in my wrath 
they ſhould not enter into my reſt. Here 1s cut- 


ting down with judgment. 80 again, Chap. 4. 


he faith, As I have ſworn in my wrath, if they 


ſhall enter into my reſt, although the works were 
' finiſhed from the foundation of the world, Heb. 
2, 3, 4. Thie word (if) is the ſame with 


(they ſhall not) in the chapter before. And where 


He ſaith, although the works were finiſhed from 
the foundation of the world; he giveth us to un- 
- derftand, that what preparations ſoever are made 


for the ſalvation of ſinners, and of how long con- 


God 


K 993 


ter 
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God provoking, and fruitleſs profeffor is like to 
go without a ſhare therein! Although the works 
were finiſhed from the foundation of the world, 
Jue 5. o. I. will therefore put you in remems 
brance, though ye once knew this, how that the 
Lord, having ſaved the people out of the land 
of Egypt, afterwards deftroyed them that believed 
not. »And the angels that kept not their firſt e- 
ſtate, but left their own habitation, he hath re- 
ſerved in everlaſting chains under darkneſs, unto 
the judgment of the great day, Here is an in- 
ſtance to purpole, an inſtance of men and angels: 
men ſaved out of the land of Egypt, and in their 
journey towards Canaan, the type of heaven, cut 


down. Angels created and placed in the heavens 


in great ſtate and principality; yet both theſe, be- 
cauſe unfruitful to God in their places, were cut 
down; the men deſtroyed by God {for ſo faith the 
text) and the angels reſerved in everlaſting chains 
under darkneſs, to the judgment of the great day. 

Now, in my handling of this point, I ſhall diſ- 


courſe of the cutting down, or the judgment here” 


denounced, ag it refpeCteth the doing of it by 
God's hand immediately, and that too, with re- 
ſpect to his caſting them out of the world; and 
not as it reſpecteth an act of the church, &. and 
as to this cutting down, or judg nent, it muit be 
concluded, that it cannot be before the day of 
grace be paſt with the fig tree, but according to. 
thy * obſervation, there be ſome profeſſors whole 

F 3 


day 
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day of grace vill end with cut it down; and ac- 
cording to the words of the text, then, after that, 
thou ſhalt cut it down: after that, that is after 
all my attempts and endeavours to make it fruit- 
ful; after I have left it, given it over, done with 
it, and have reſolved to beſtow no more days of 
grace, opportunities of grace and means of grace 
upon it; then, W alter that, thou ſhalt cut it 
down. 


on the ſentence given; for after that a conveni- 
ent time is thought on, and then is cutting 
down; and ſo it is here in the text, the decree, 
t hat it ſhall periſh, is gathered from. its continuing 
ſruitleſs all the laſt year, and at the end of all en- 
deavours; but cutting down is not yet, for that 
comes with an after- word; then aſter that thou 
a, cut 1t down. 

- So then, that I may orderly 3 with the 


ons. 

i Propoſi. 1. That the day 1 grace ends with 
ſome men before God takes them out of this 
world. And, = 

1 Propoſi. 2. The death, or cutting down of 
Wil ſuch men, will be dreadful. For this cut it down, 
WH when it is underſtood in the largeit ſenſe, (as here 
Indeed it ought) it ſheweth, not only the wrath 
of od againſt a man's life in this world, but his 
wrath 


Beſides, the g:ving up of the fig-tree, i is ters 
the execution. Execution is not always preſently 


obſervation, I mult lay down theſe two propoſiti- - 


5 Wy ww 
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tc againſt him body and ſoul; and is as much 
as to ſay, cut him off from all the privileges and 
benefits that come by grace, both in this world, 
and that which is to come. 5 

But to proceed, the day of grace ends with 
ſome men before God r them out of this 
wand. $206 | 28 

I ſhall give vou ſame inſtances of this, and ſo 
go on to the liſt propolition. | tr a 

| Firſt; I (hall inſtance in Cain; Cain was a pro⸗ 
feſſor, (Gen. 4. 3.) a ſacrificer, a worſhipper 
of God, yea the firſt worſhipper that we read of 
after the fall: but his grapes were wild ones, 
Gen. 4. 5, 8. his works were evil, he did not 
do what he did from true goſpel motives ; there- 
fore God diſallowed his work. At this his 
countenance falls; wherefore he envies his 
brother, diiputes him, takes his-opportunity and 
kills him. Now in the day he did this act, were 


the heavens cloſed up againit him, and that him - 
- ſelf did ſmartingly and fearfully feel, when God 
made inquiſition for the blood of Abel: and now 


curſed (faith God) thalt thou be from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy bro- 
ther's blood from thy hand, &c. Gen. 4. 8, its 
12, 1, 14. and Cain faid, my puniſhment i is 
greater then I can bear; mine iniquity is greater 
than it may be forgiven. Behold thou haſt driv- 

en me out this day from the face of the earth, and 


Sit "any face ſhall I be hid. Now thou art curſed, 
| _ faith 
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faith God. Tbou haſt driven me out this day, 
faith Cain, and from thy face thall I be hid; 1 
ſhall never mare have' hope in thee, ſmile from 
thee, nor expect mercy at thy hand. Thus there» 
fore Cain's day ot grace ended, and the heavens, 
with God's on heart, were ſhut up againſt him; 
yet, after this, he lived long, Gen. 4. 10. Cuts 
ting down was not come yet; after this he lived 
to marry a wife, v. 17. to beget a curſed brood, 
to build a city, (and what not ?) all which could 
not be quickly done: wherefore Cain might live 
after the day of n was Oo =O n ſeveral 
hundred years 

Secondly, 1 ſhall inſtance in Iſhmael. Gen. 
17. 25, 26. lhmael was a © profeſſor, was 
brought up in Abraham's family, and was cir- 
cumerſed at thirteen years of age, Gen. 10, 12. 
but he was the ſon of the bond-woman, he brought 
not forth good fruit, he was a wild profeſſor: tor 


were better than himſelf. Well, upon a day his 
brother Iſaac was weaned, at which time his ia- 
ther made a feaſt, and rejoiced before the Lord, for 
that he had given him tne promiſed ſon ; at this 
Iibmael mocked them, their fon, and Godly-re» 


rah, and ſhe cried, caſt him out, caſt out this 
bond- woman and her ſon; for the ſon of this 
bond women' ſhall not be heir with my fon, with 
ho men Do; al, 9y 10, 11. Now Paul to the Ga- 
| 1 _latians, 


all his religion,, he would ſcoff at thoſe that 


| joicing Ihen came the ipirit of God upon 8 


| lations, (chap. 4. 29, 30, 31.) makes his 


to, who were drowned in the Red Sea; theſe 


was thirteen years old when he was circumciſed; 
and then was Abraham ninety years old and nine, 


born, ſo that Iſhmael was now fourteen years of 


he was eighteen years old, Gen, 25. 12, &c. 


him out; and of that caſting out the apoſtle 
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caſting out to be, not only a caſting of Abraham's, 
family, but à caſting out alſo from a lot with the 
ſaints in heaven. Alſo Moſes giveth us a no- 
table proof thereof, in ſaying, that when he died, 
he was gathered to his people, Gen. 25. 17. his 
people by the mother's ſide, for he was reckoned 
from her the ſon of Hagar, the ſon of the bond» 
woman. Now ſhe was deſcended” from the Egyp- 
tians, Gen. 21. 9. ſo that he was gathered 
when he died, notwithſtanding his profeſſion, to 
the place that Pharaoh and his hoſt were gathered 


were his people, and he was of them, both by 
nature and diſpoſition, by perſecuting as they did. 
But now, when did the day of grace end with 
this man? obſerve, and I will ſhew you: Iſhmael 


Gen. 17. 24, 25, 26. The next yeat Iſaac was 


age: now when Iſaac was weaned ; (ſuppoſed he 
ſuck'd four years) by that account, the day of 
grace muſt be ended with Iſhmael, by that time 


for that day he mocked, that day it was ſaid, caſt 


makes what I have ſaid. Beware ye young bar- 
ren profeſſors, Now Iſhmael. lived an hundred 


and nineteen years after this, in great tranquillity 
and 


1 The Barren Fig tree. 


and honour with men; after this he alſo- begat 
twelve rome even after this ow of W Was 
_ | 
'Phirdly, I ſhall inſtance Anu, Geri. 257 27; 
Ke. Elau alſo was a profeſſor, he was born unto 
Haac, and circumciſed according to the cuſtom: 
but Elau was a gameſome profeſſor, an huntſman, 
a man of the field; alſo he was wedded to his luſts, 
which he did alſo ventute to keep rather than the 
birth right. Well, upon a day when he came 


from hunting, and was faint,” he ſold his birth- 


right to Jacob his brother: now the birth, in thoſe 
days, had the promiſe and bleſſing annexed to it. 
Tea, they were ſo entailed in this, that one could 

not go without the other; wherefore the apoſtle's 
caution is here of weight, Heb. 2. 16. 17. take 
heed (ſaith he) leſt there be among you a forni- 
cator, or profane perſon as Eſau, who, for one mor- 
fel of meat, ſold his birth right : for ye know how 
that after wards, when he would have inherited the 
bleſſing, he was- t ejected; for he found no place 
of repentance, tho” he ſought iz carefully with ceats: 
Now the ending of Eſau's day of grace is to be 
reckoned from this ſelling of his birth-1ight : for 
there: the apoliile points it, leſt there. be among 
you any, that like Eſau, ſells his birth-right 1 5 
then goes hence the bleſſing alſo. 

But Eſau fold his birth- right long before nis 
death. Twenty years after this Jacob was with 


| Hen, (Gen. au” 41, and 32. — and when he 


returned 


at 


| 


Eſau, when, out of love to his luſts, he deſpiſed, 


from the evil of which thou mayeſt not be de- 
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returned home his brother Eſau met him. Furs 
ther, after this when Jacob dwelt again. ſome time 
with his father, then J«cob and Eſau buried bim. 
I ſuppoſe, Gen. 35. 28, 29. he might live above 
forty, yea, for ought I know, above foutſcore years 
after he had ſold his birth - right, and ſo conſequent - 
ly had put himſelf out of the grace of God. 

Three things I would further note upon thele : 
three profeſſors, 

1ſt, Cain an angry profeſſor, Iſhmael a nes 
ing one, Eſau a luittul, gameſome one: three 
ſymptoms of a. barren profeſſor. For he that can 
be angty, and then can mock, and that can.indulge 
his luſts: cannot bring forth fruit. to God. 1 
ꝛdly, The day of grace ended with theſe pro- 
{effors at that time when they committed ſome 
grievous. fin: as Cain, when he killed his bros 
ther; Iſhmael, when he mock'd at Iſaac, &c. and 


and fold his biith- right. Beware, barren. proteſſor, 
thou mayeſt do that in half a quarter of an hour, 


livered for ever and ever. 
zdly, Yet theſe three after their day oh grace 
was over, lived better lives as to outward things 
than ever they did before. Cain after this, was 
Lord of a city, Gen. 4 17. Ichmael was, after 
this, father of twelve princes, Gen. 5 16. and 
Eſau, after this, told his brother, I have enough, 
wy nden, een that thou haſt to thyſelf, chap. 
3. 
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39. 8, 9. Eaſe, and peace, and a proſperous life in 
outwards, are no ſign of the favour of God to a 
barren and fruitleſs profeſſor; but rather of his 
wrath, that thereby he may be capable to treaſure 
up more wrath, againſt the day of wrath, and re- 
velation of the righteous judgment of God, 
Let this much ſerve for the proof of the firſt 
propoſitien, namely, that the day of grace ends 
* with ſome men, before God takes them out of 


© this world.“ | 
Now then to ſhew you, by ſome figns, how 


you may know, that the day of grace is ended, or 
near to ending with the barren profeflor ; and after 
that, thou ſhalt cut it down. | 

iſt, He that hath flood it out againſt God, and 
withſtood all thoſe means tor fruit, that God uſed 
for the making him, if it might have been a fruit- 
ful tree in his garden, is in this danger; and this 
indeed is the ſum of the parable, The fig tree 
here mentioned, was bleſſed with the application 
of means, had time allowed it to receive the nou- 

riſhment; but it outſtood, withſtood, overſtood, 
| all, all that the huſbandman or the vine dreſſer 
did. 
Signs of being paſt grace, 

But alittle diſtinctly to . in four or 
five particulars. 

1ſt Sign, The day of grace is like d be 8 
when a profeſſor hath withſtood, abuſed, and worn 
out God's patience; > then he is in danger, this is a 
2 provocation: ; 
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provocation: then God cties, cut it down. There 
re ſome men that ſteal into a profeſſion, no body 
knows how; even as this fig: tiee was brought into 
the vineyard, by other hands than God's: and 
there they abide lifeleſs, graceleſs, cireleſs, and 
without any good conſcience to God at all. Per- 
haps they came in for the loaves, for a trade, for 
credit, for a; blind; or it may be to ſtifle the 
heeks, and grinding pangs of an awakened and 
diſquieted conſcience. Now having obtained their 
purpoſe, like the ſinners of Sion, they are at eaſe, 
and fecure; ſaying, like Agag, 1 Sam. 15. 32+ 
urely the bitterneſs of death is paſt; I am well, 
all be ſaved, and go to heaven: thus in theſe 
ain conceits it ſpends a year, two or three; not 
emembring that at every ſeaſon of grace, and at 
very opportunity of the goſpel, the Lord 
omes ſeeking fruit, well, ſinner, well, barren 
ig-tree, this is but a coarſe beginning: God 
omes forth. What have I here, faith God? 
That a fig-tree is this, that hath ſtood this year in 
ay vineyard, and brought me forth no fruit? 
will cry unto. him, Profeſſor, barren fig-tree, 
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r 
e fruitful: I look for fruit, I expect 1 : 
uſt have fruit, therefore bethink thyſelf. 

r Neſe the profeſſor pauſes; but theſe are words, not 


lows, therefore off goes this conſideration from 
. De heart. When God comes the next year, he 
nds him ill as he was, a barren, fruitleſs cums 
er-ground, And-now again he complains, here 
155 1 EN are 
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are two years gone, and no fruit appears: vent 1 
will defer- mine anger for my name ſake; Iſa. 48. 
L. 1 will deſer mine anger for my praiſe, 1 will 
xeſrain from thee, that I cut thee not off, as yet | 
will wait, I will yet wait to be gracious. But 
this helps not, this hath not the leaſt influence 
upon the barren fig - tree; tuſh, ſaith he, heeds no 
threatning; God is merciful, he will defer his 
anger, iſa. 30. 18. he waits to be gracious ; I am 
not yet afraid. O how do ungodly men that 
creep unawares into the vineyard, turn the grace 
of our God into laſciviouſneſs ! well, he comes 
the third year for fruit, as he did before, but ſtill 
he finds but a barren: fig-tree : no fruit: now he 
Cries out again, O thou dreſſer of my vineyard, 
come hither, here's a fig-tree hath ſtood theſe 
three years in my vineyard, and hath at every ſea- 
ſon diſappointed my expectation, for I have look d 
for ſcuit in vain; cut it down, my patience is 
worn out, I ſhall wait on this fig- tree no longer. 

2. And now he begins to ſhake the fig tree with 
his threatning; fetch out the ax. Now the ax is 
death, death therefore is called for; death, come 
ſmite me this fig - tree. And: withall the Lord 
| ſhakes this ſinner, and whirls-him upon a ſick bed, 
ſaying, take him death, he hath abuied my patience 
and forbearance, not remembring that it ſhould 
have led him to repentance, and to the fruits there- 


of. Death, fetch away this fig - tree to: the fire, 


fetch away. this barren ptofeſſor to hell. At this 
deati 
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' ſpirit of this poor creature; and now he begins to 


years. How many times have you difappointed, 


The Barren Fig tree. 5 78 * 


death comes with grim looks into the chamber 
yea, and hell follows with him to the bed fide, and 
both ſtare this profeſfor in the face, yea begin 10 
lay hands upon him, one ſmitting him with pains 
in his body, with head - ach, heart - ach, ſhortneſs of 
breath, fainting, qualms, trembling of joints, ſtop- 
ping at the cheſt, and almoſt all the ſymptoms of 
a man paſt all recovery. Now white death is thus 
tormenting the body, hell is doing with the mind 
and conſcience, ſtriking them with its pains, | 
caſting ſparks of fire in thither, wounding with its 
ſorrows and fears of everlaſting damnation, - the, 
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bethink himſelf and to cry to God for merey: 
Lord, ſpare me, Lord, ſpare me. Nay, ſaith God, 
you have been a provocation to me theſe three 


me ! how many ſeaſons have you ſpent in vain? 
how many ſermons and other mercies did I of my 
patience afford you; but to no purpoſe at all z take 
him, death. O good Lord, ſaith the ſinner, ſpare 
me but this once; raiſe me bat this once. In- 
deed I have been a barren profeſſor, and have ſtood 
to no purpoſe. at all in thy vineyard ; but ſpare ! 
O ſpare this one time, I beſeech thee, and Iwill 
be better. Away, away, you will not; I have. 
tried you theſe three years already, you are vet 
if I ſhould recover you again, you would be as bad 
As you. was before, and all this talk is while death 


ſtands by. The ſinner cries again, good Lord, 1 
; G 2. try. 1 


The Barren Fig-tree. 
try me this once, let me get up again this once, 
and ſee if I do not mend. But will you promiſe 
me to mend ? yes indeed, Lord, and vow it too, 
I will never be ſo bad again, I will be better. Well, 
faith God, death, let this proſeſſor alone for this 
time; I will try him a while longer, he hath pro- 
miſed, he hath vowed, that he will amend his ways; 
it may be he will mind to keep his promiſes. Vows 
are ſolemn things, it may be he may fear to 
break his vows. Ariſe from off thy bed. And 
now God Jays down his ax. At this the poor 


upon him; (hews as if he did it heartily, and calls 
to others to thank him too, he therefore riſeth, as 
one would think, to be a new creature indeed, 


gone to fixes and ſevens, he begins to have ſecond 
thoughts, and ſays to his folks, what have you all 
been doing ? how are all things out of order? I 
am I cannot tell what behind hand; one may ſee 
if a man be but a little aſide, that you have nei - 
cher wiſdom nor prudence to order things. And 
no, inſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the reſt of his 
time to God, he doubleth his diligence after this 
WW world; alas! all muſt not be loſt, we muſt have 
| f provident care. And thes'quite forgetting the 
Wi forrows of death, the pains of hell, the promiſes and 
Wi vows which he made to God to be better z becauſe 
| - judgment 


** 
5 


Cteature is very thankful, praiſes God, and fawns 


But by the time he hath put on his cloaths, is 
come down from his bed, and ventured into the 
yard or ſhop, and there fees how all things are 


| The Barren Fig tree: 5 3 
judgment was not, now; ſpeedily extcuted, there- 
fore the heart of this poor ereature is fully fet in 


bim to do evil. 
3. Theſe things ocotingriaolfifinall God 4 


bold of his ax again; ſends death to a wife, to a 
child, to his cattle, your young men have I ſlain, 
and taken away your horſes, Amos. 4. 9, 20. 1 


will blaſt him, croſs him, diſappoint him, and caſt 
him down; and will ſet myſelf againſt him, in all 
that he putteth his hand unto. At this the poor” 


barren profeſſor cries out again, Lord I bave fin» 
ned, ſpare me once more, I beſeech thee. O take 


not away the defire of mine eyes; - ſpare my chil- 


dren, bleſs me in my labours, and I will mend 
and be better? no, faith God, you lied to me laſt 
time, Iwill truſt you in this no longer; and with» 


al, tumbles the wife, the child, the eſtate, into a 
grave. And then returns to his place, till this 
profefior more e his offence, 
Hol. 5. 14s 15. 

At this the poor creature is afflicted oY lifted : 


ſed, rends his clothes, and begins to call the break» 
ing of his promiſe and vows to mind; he mourns 
and prays, and like Ahab, a while walks ſoftly, at 
the remembrance of the juſtneſs of the hand of 
God upon him. And now he renews his promiſes, 


Lord, try me this one time more, take off thy 


hand and ice { they go far that never turn. Well, 


God ſpareth him again, ſets down the ax again; 


_ times he. did deliver; them, but they pro- 
G 3 5 : rokedif 
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voked him with their counſels, and were brought 


low for their iniquities, Pſal. 106. 43. Now they 
ſeem to be thankful again, and are as if they were 
reſolved to be godly indeed. Now they read, they 
pray, they go to meetings, and ſeem to be ſerious 
a pretty while, but at laſt they forget; their luſts 
prick them, fuitable temptations preſent themſelves; 
wherefore they turn to their own crooked ways 
again, Pſal. 78. 34, 36. When he flew them, 
then they ſought him, and returned early after 
God: nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their 
mouth, and unto them. with their tongue, | 

4. Let again, the Lord will not leave this pro- 


feſſor, but takes up his ax again, and puts him un- 


der a more heart - ſearching miniſtry, a miniltry 
that ſhall ſearch bim, and turn him over and over; 
| a miniltry that ſhall meet with him, as Elijah mer 
| with Ahab, in all his acts of wickeriels, and now 
the ax is laid to the root of the tree. Beſides, 
his miniſtry doth not only ſearch the heart but 
preſents the ſinner with the golden rays of the glo- 
Tious goſpel now is Chriſt Jeſus ſet forth evi- 


by dently, now is grace diſplayed ſwectly ; now, now 
are the promiſes broken like boxes of ointment to 


the perfuming of the whole rcom. But, alas! 
there is yet no fruit on this ſig-tree. While his 
heart is ſearching, he wrangles; while the glori- 
us grace of the goſpel is unveiling, this profeſ- 


| 10 ſor wags and is wanton, , gathers up ſome ſcraps 


thereof, taſtes the good word af God, and the 
8227 + my | powers 
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powers of the world to come. Heb. 6. 8. drinks 
in the rain that comes oft upon him, ver. 7 but 
bringeth not forth fruit meet for him whoſe goſpel 
it is: ver. 8. takes no heed to walk in the law of 
the Lord God of Iſrael with all his heart, 2 Kings 
10. 31. but counts that the glory of the goſpel 
conſiſts in talk and ſhew, and that our obedience 
thereto it is a matter of ſpeculation; that good 
works ly in good words; and if they can finely Þ} 
talk, they think they bravely pleaſe God. They | 


think the kingdom of God conſiſts only in word, 


not in power; and thus proves ineffectual this 
fourth means alſo. 

5. Well, now the ax begins to be heaved high-* 
er, for now indeed God is ready to ſmite the ſin- 
net; yet before he will ſtrike the ſtroke, be will 
try one way more at the laſt, and if that miſſeth, 
down goes the fig tree. Now this laſt way, is to 
tug and ſtrive with this proteſſor by his ſpirit, 
Wherefore the ſpirit of the Lord is now come to 
him, but not always to ſtrive with men, Gen. 6. 
8.'yet for ſome while he will rive with him, he 
will awaken, he will convince, be will call to re- 
membrance former ſins, former judgments, the 
breach ot former vows and promiſes, the miſpend- 
ing of former days; be will alſo preſent perſwa- 
live arguments, encouraging promites, - dreadful 
judgments, the ſhortneſs of time to repent in, and 
that there is hope it he comes. Further he will 


ev him tue certainty ef death, and judgment to 
| — 


Wil aud difficulics, - Ephraim is : jounedsto idols, let 


come; yea; he will pull and ſtrive with this ſin- 


ner. But, behold, the miſchief now ſies here, 


here is tugging and ſtriving on both ſides. 1 he 
ſpirit convinces, man turns a deaf ear to God ; the 


ſſpirit ſaith, receive my inſtruction and live; but 


the man pulls away his ſhoulder; the ſpitit thews 
him whitber he is going, but the man eloſeth his 
eyes againſt it; the ipitit offereth violence, the 
man ſtiives and refiſts ; they have done de'pite 


unto the ſpirit of grace, Heb, 10. 40 he fpirit 


parlieth a ſecond. time, and urgeth reaſons of a new 
nature; but the finner anſwers no, I have leved 
ſtrangers, and after them will I go, At this God's 


fury comes up into his face, now be comes out of 
his holy place, and is terrible; now, he ſweareth 


in his wrath, they ſhall never enter into his reſt ; 


TI exerciſed towards you my patience, and: ſmote 


you in your perſon, relations, and eſtate, yet you 


have not turned to me, ſaith the Lord. In thy 


filthineſs i is lewdnels ;. becauſe I purged thee, and 
thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not be purged 
from thy filthineſs any more, till L cauſe my tury 


to reſt upon thee, Ezek. 24. 1 gÞ- Cut ny; my 


cumbereth it the ground? | 

The ſecond ſign, that FAY a vrafellr i is REY 
if not quite paſt grace, is, when God bath given 
him over, or {ets him alone, and ſuffers him to do 
any thing, aud that without coatroul, and helpeth 
him not, either in works of holineſs, or in (traits 


him 


f 
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bim alone, Hof, 4. 17, Wo be to them when I de- 
part from them I will laugh at their calamities, 
and will mock when their fear cometh, Proverbs 
24—:8, * % & _ 3 33 

Barren fig tree, Thou haſt betet been 
digged about and dunged, God's mattock hath 
heretofore been at thy roots, goſpel dung bath 
heretofore been applied to thee; thou haſt here 
tofore been ſtrove with, convinced, awakened, 
made to taſte and ſee, and cry, O the bleſf⸗dneſst 
Thou haſt heretofore been met with under the 
word; thy heart hath molted, thy ſpirit hath 
fallen, thy ſou! hath trembled, and thou haſt felt 
ſomething of the power of the goſpel. But thou 
haſt Gnned,” thou haſt provoked the eyes of his 
glory, thy iniquity is found to be hate ul; and 
now perhaps God hath left thee; given thee up, 
and lets thee alone. Hererofore thou waſt tender; 
thy conſcience ſtartled at the temptation to wick» 
edneſs, for thou wert taken off from the polluti- 
ons of the world, through the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 2 20, 
223 23. But that very vomit that once thou 
wert turned from, now thou lappett up (with 
the dog in the proverb) again, and tbat very 
mire that once thou ſeemeſt to be waſhed from, 
thou art now tumbling in afreſh. But to par- 
ticularize, there are three rien of a man 's 50008 

given over by Qed. 
I. When he is let alone in Link when the 
reins 
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reins of his luſts are looſed, and he given up to 
them. And even as they did not like to retain 
God in their kaowledge, God gave them over 
to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things which are 
not convenient; being filled with all unrigh- 
teouſneſs, Bom, 1. 26, 29 Seeſt thou a man 
that heretofore had the knowledge of God, and 
ſome, awe of majeſty upon him ? I ſay, ſeeſt thou 
ſuch an one, ſporting himſelf in his own deceiv- 
ings, Rom. 1. 3c, 31, turning the grace of 
our God into laſciviouſneſs, and walking after his 
own ungodly luits ? His judgment now of a long 
time lingereth not, and his damnation ſlumber- 
eth not, 2 Pet. 2, 13 Doſt thou hear, bar ren 
profeſior ? It is aſtoniſhing to ſee how thoſe that 
once ſeemed ſons of the morning, and were mak- 
ing preparations for eternal life, now at laſt (for 
the rottenneſs of their hearts, by the judgment 
of God) permitted, being paſt ſeeling, to give 
themſel ves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to work all 
uncleannefs with greedineſs, Eph. 4. 18, ig. 
A great number of ſuch were in the firſt goſpel- 
days ; againſt whom Peter, and Jude, and John 
pronounced the heavy judgment of God. Peter 
and Jude couple them with fallen angels, et. 

4. 3 , 5, 0, 7+ and prayer is forbid to be 
made for them, becauſe that is happened to them 
that happened to the angels that fell, Jud. v. 6. 
W bo for forſaking their firſt ſtate, and leaving 
Their own habitation, are relecved 4 in chains un- 
215 | der 
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der everlaſling darkneſs, unto the judgment o of the 


great day. 

. Theſe are beyond all mercy. 2. They are 
beyond all. promiſes. 2. Beyond all hopes of re- 
pentance. 4. They have no interceſſor, nor any 
more ſhare in a ſacrifice for fin, 5. There re- 
mains nothing but a ſearful looking for of judg- 


ment. Wherefore, 6. They are the true fugi- 


tives and vagabonds, that being left of God, of 
Chriſt, of grace, and of the promiſe, and bein 

beyond all hope, wander and ſtagger to and fro, 
even as the devil their affociate, until their time 
ſhall come to die, or until they « deſcend into bat 
tle and periſh. 


* 


1. Wherefore they let alone in hearing. If 
theſe at any time come under the word, there is 
for them no God, no favour of the means of 


grace, no ſtirrings of heart, no pity for them- 
ſelves, no love for their own ſalvation. Let them 
look on this hand or that, there they.ſee ſuch 
effects of the world in others as produce ſigns. 


of repentance, and love to God and his Chriſt. 


alway, Rom. :1. 10, Theſe men only have their 


ſpicit of ſlumber, eyes that they ſhould not ſee, 


and ears that ſhould not hear to this very day. 
Wherefore as they go to the place of the holy; fo 
they come from the place of the holy, and' ſoon 


are forgotten in the places where they ſo did, 


| Theſe men only have their backs bowed down 


\ 


Ecel. 8. 10. Only they reap this damage, they 


treaſure. 


% 


84 The. Kerken Fig: tree. 


treaſure up wrath again t the day of wrath, and Juc 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, || ſer! 
Rom. „ , 5. Look to it, barren profeſſor, Th 
ts. of he be viſited aft-r the common way of bor 
mankind, either with ſickneſs, diſtreſs, or any to 
| kind of calamity, ſtill no God appears, no ſanctify- the 
ing hand of God, no ipecial mercy is mixed with I da 
the zMiction. Bur he falls ſick, and grows well, 
like the beaſt ; or is under diſtreſs as Saul, who, I or: 
when he was engaged by the Philiſtines, was | fto 
forſaken and left by God; x Sam. 28. 4, 5, 6. it 
And the Philiſtines gathered themſelves together, an 
and came and pitched in Shunem ; and Saul || he 
gathered all Iſrael together, and they came and Hat 
pitched in Gilboa; and when Saul faw the hoſt ro 
of the Philiſtines, he was afraid, and his heart hi 
greatly trembled. And when Saul enquired of th 
the Lord, the Lord anſwered him no more, nei- 
ther by dream, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. de 
| The Lord anſwered him no more, he had done. | to 
with him, caſt him off, and left him to ſtand and I pc 
fall with his ſins by himſelf. But of this more ca 


in the coneluſion, therefore I here forbear. re 
4. Theſe men may go whither they will, do is 
what they will; they may range from opinion to ag 
opinion, from notion to notion, from ſect to ſect, th 
but are ſtedfaſt no where, they are left to their to 
own uncertainties; they have not grace to e- th 
ſtabliſh their hearts; and though ſome of them Jas 


have not boaſted themſelves of this liberty, yet 
Jude 
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Jude calls them wandering ſtars, to whom is re- 


ſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs, for ever, ver, 13. 


They are left as I ſaid to be fugitives and vaga- 
bonds in the earth, to wander every where, but 


to abide no where, until they ſhall deſcend to 
their own place, Acts i. 5. with Cain and Ju- 


das, men of the ſame fate with themſelves. 


A third ſign, that ſuch a profeſſor 1s quite paſt 


grace, is, when his heart is grown ſo hard, fo 
ſtony and impenetrable, that nothing will pierce 
it Barren fig tree, doſt thou conſider? A hard 


and impenitent heart is the cufſe of God. A. 


heart that cannot repent, is inſtead of all plagues 


at once; and hence it is that God ſaid of Pha- 
roah, Exod. 9. 14. when he ſpake of delivering 
him vp in the greatneſs of his anger, I will at 


this time ſend all my plagues upon thy heart. 
To ſome men that have grievouſly finned un- 


der a profeſſion of the goſpel, God giveth this 
token ot his diſpleaſure, they are denied the 
power of repentance, their heart is bound, they 


cannot repent; it is impoſſible that they ſhould 
repent, ſhould they live a thouſand years; it 
1s impoſſible for theſe fallaways to be renewed 


again unto repentance, ſeeing they cruciiy to 
themſelves the ſon of God afreſh, and put him 


to open ſhame, Heb. 6. 4, «, 6 Now to have 


the heart ſo hardened, ſo judicially hardened, is 


as a bar ut in by God againſt the ſalvation of this 
8 . dünner. 
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finner. This was the burden of Spira's com - 
plaint, I cannot do it, © now I cannot do it. 


This man fees what he hath done, what 
ſhould help him, and what will become of him, yet 
he cannot repent-; he pulled away his ſhoulder 
before, he ſtopped his ears beſore, be ſhut up his 
eyes before, and in that very poſture God left 
him, and fo he flands to this very day. I have 
fancied that Lot's wife when turned into a pillar 
of ſalt, Gen. 19. 26. ſtood yet looking over 
her ſhoulder, or elſe with her face toward Sodom; 
as the judgment caught her, ſo it bound her, and 
left ber a monument of God's _ to after ge- 
nerations. | 


We read of ſome that are ſeared with an hte | 


iron, and that are paſt feeling t for ſo ſeared per- 
ſons in ſeared parts are, Their conſcience is 


| ſeared, x Tim. 4. 2. conicience is the thing 
If that muſt be touched with feeling, fear, and re- 


morſe, if ever any good be done with the finner, 
How then can any good be done to thoſe whoſe 
conſcience is worſe than that, that is faſt aſleep in 


fin: Eph. 4. 19. For that conſcience that is 


faſt aſleep may yet be effectually awakened and 
ſaved ; but that conſcience that is ſeared, dried, 


as it were, into a cinder, can never have any 


ſenſe, feeling, or the leaſt regret in this wo-1d. 


Barren fig tree, hearken, judicial hardening is 
dreadful. There is a difference betwixt the hard- 
fieſs of heart that! is incident to all men, and that 


which 


perith ; 


reprobate. 


The Barren Fig-tree, 
which comes upon ſome as a fignal or ſpecial 
judgment of God; and although all kind of- 
hardneſs of heart, in ſome ſenſe, may be called 
a judgment, yet to be hardened with this ſecond 
kind, 1s a, judgment peeuliar only to them that 
an hardneſs that is ſent as a puniſh nent 
for the abuſe of light nen for a reward of a- 
poſtacy. | 

Chis judicial hardneſs is ee from that | 
which is incident to all men, in theſe particulars. 

1. It is an hardneſs coming, after ſome great 
light received; becauſe of ſome great fin commit- 
red againſt the light, and the grace that gare it. - 

Such hardneſs as Pharoah had, 
wrought wonderfully before him; fuch hardneſs 
as the Gentiles had, an bardneſs that darkned 
the heart, an hardneſs which made their minds 
This hardneſs is alſo the ſame with 
that the Hebrews are cautioned ro beware of, Heb. 
3. 7. &c. an hardneſs that is cauſed by unbelief, 
and departing from the living God; an hardneſs 
compleated through the deceitfulneſs of ſin; ſuch. 
as that in the provocation, of whom God ſ 
that they ſhould not enter into his reſt. 
this kind of hardneſs alſo that both, Cain, I 
and Eſau, were hardened with after they had 
committed their great tranſgreſſions. = 

2. It is the greateſt kind of hardneſs, and 
thence it is ſaid to be harder than a rock, Jer. 5. | 

3. or than an 2 adamant, 
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harder than a flint ; ; ſo hard that nothing c can en- 
ter. 

3. It is an hardneſs given in much anger, and 
that to bind the foul up in an impoſſibility of re- 
pentance. : 

4. It is an hardneſs therefore that is incurable, 
of which a man-muſt die and be damned, Bar- 
ren profeſſor, hearken to this, 

A fourth ſign that ſuch a profeſſor is ite A 
| paſt grace, is, when he fortifies his hard heart a» 
| gainſt the tenor of God's word, Job 9. 4. This 


is called bardening themſelves againſt God, and 
turning of the ſpirit againſt him. As thus, 


when after a profeſſion of faith in the Lord Jeſus, 
and of the doctrine that is according to godlineſs, 
they ſhail embolden themſelves in courſes of fin, 
by promiſing themſelves that they ſhall have life 
and ſalvation notwithſtanding. Barren profeſſor, 
hearken to this. This man is called, Deut. 29. 
18. A root that beareth gall and wormwood, or 


a poiſonful herb; ſuch an one is abominated of 


God, yea abhorred of his ſoul; for this man 
faith, ver. 19. I ſhall have peace, though I walk 
in the imaginatiqn or ſtubbornneſs of my heart, to 
add drunkenneſs to thirſt; an opinion flat againſt 
the whole word of God, yea againſt the very 
nature of God himſelf, Wherefore he adds, 


peut. 19. 20. The anger of the Lord, and his 


jealouſy, ſhall ſmoak againſt that man; and all 


Wl the curſes that are written in God's book hall lie 


upon 


upon kim and God ſhall blot out his name from 


_ cording to all the curſes of the covenant. 


him up, he ſhall leave him to his hen ; he ſhall 


Ahab, that he may go up and fall at .Ramoths 
other ſaid on that manner; and there came forth 
will perſuade him, Kings 22. 20, 2,22. And 


Iwill go focth, and be a lying ſpirit in the mouth 


The Barren Fig tree; S 


under heaven. 
Lea, that man ſhall not fail to be effectually 


deſtroyed ; ver. 21 The Lord hall ſeparate that. 
man unto evil, out of all the tribes of Ifrael, a 


He thall ſeparate him unto evil; he ſhall give 


ſeparate him to that,. or thoſe that will afſuredly- 
be too hard for him: 

Now this judgment is effected when God bas 
given a man up unto Satan, and given Satan leave, 
without fail, to compleat his deſtruction. I ſay, 
when God has given Satan leave effectually to- 
compleat his deſtruction; for all that are deliver= 
ed up unto Satan, have not, nor do not come to- 
this end. But that is thaggnan, whom God ſhalt 
ſeparate to evil, and wal ease in the hands of 
Satan, to compleat, without fail, his deſtruction. 

Thus he ſerved Ahab, a man that ſold himſelf 
to work wickedneſs in God's ſight, 1 Kings 22. 
25. And the Lord ſaid, who ſhall perſuade 


Gilead? And one ſaid on this manner, and an- iy 
a ſpirit, and ftood before the Lord, and ſaid, I 
the. Lord ſaid unto him, wherewich-? and he ſaid, 1 | 


of all his prophets. And he (aid, thou ſhalt per- 
H 3 fſuaderÞſ 
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ſuade him, and prevail alſo; go forth and do 


ſo. Thou ſhalt perſuade him, and prevail; do thy 
will, I leave him 1 in ay hand ; go forth, and do 


& Jo. * 
- Wherefore in Ricks judgments, the Lord much 


concerns himſelf for the management thereof, be- 


cauſe of their provocation of iy This is the 


man, whoſe ruin contriveth, angchringeth to paſs 
by his own contrivance. I will}. chuſe their de- 
luſions for them; I will bring their fears upon 


them, Iſai. 66 4. I will chuſe their devices, or 
the wickedneſs that their heart contrive. I, even 


I, will cauſe them to be accepted of, and delight- 


ful to them. But who are they that muſt thus be 


ſeared ? Why, thoſe among profeſſors, that have 

choſen their own ways, whoſe ſoul delights in 

their own abominatior 
Becauſe they 8 not the love of the truth, 


that they might be ſaved; for this cauſe God ſhall 


ſend them ſtrong b that they ſhould be- 
lieve a lie, that they all might be damned, who 
believe not the truth, but had pleaſure in un- 
righteouſneſs. God ſhall ſend them; it is a 
great word; yea, God ſhall ſend them ſtrong de- 
Juſions ; deluſions that do, that ſhall make them 
believe a lie. Why ſo ? That they all might be 
| damned, every one of them, who believed not the 


ſ fruth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 


8. 10, 11, 12» 
There is nothing more provoking to the Lord, 
than 
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than for a man to promiſe, when God threaten» * 


eth: tor a man to be light of conceir, that he 


ſhall be ſafe, and yet to be more wicked than in 


former days; this man's ſoul abhors the truth of 
God, no marvel therefore if God's foul abhors 


him; he has invented, a way contrary to God, to 


bring abaut his own faſvation; no marvel, there» 


fore, if God invent a way to bring about his 
damnation. And ſeeing theſe rebels are at this 
point, we ſhall have peace; God will fee whoſe 
word ſhall ſtand; his or theirs. | | 
A fifth ſign of a man being paſt grace, is, 
when he ſhall at this ſcoff, and inwardly grin, 
and fret againſt the Lord, ſecretly Pur poſe to con- 
tinue his courſe, and put all to the venture, deſ- 
piling the meſſengers of the Lord. the that deſ- 
piſed Moſes's law, died without mercy : of how 
much -ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the ſon of God? &c; Heb. 13. 28. 
Wherefore againſt theſe deſpiſers God has ſet 
himſelf, and foretold, that they ſhall not believe, 
but periſn. Behold ye deſpiſers, wonder, and 
periſh 3 for I work a work in your days, which 
ye ſhall in no wile believe, —_ a man declare 


| it unto you, Acts 13. 41- 


Aſter that, thou ſbalt cut it 40 n. 
Thus far we have treated of the barren fig-tree, 


or the fruitleſs profeſſor, with ſome ſigns to know 
him by; whereto are added alſo ſome figns of 
thoſe 


\ 


* 
& 
; 
| 
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thoſe who neither will noc can, by any means, * 


fruitful, but muſt miſerably periſh, Now being 
come to the time of execution, I ſhall ſpeak a 
word to that alſo, after that thou ſhalt cut it 
down; Chhriſt at laſt turns the barren. fig-tree 
over to the Jultice of God, ſhakes his hands of 
him, and gives him up to the fire for his uaprofit- 
ableneſs. 
Thou Hale cut it down. 
TWO things are to be conlideted. 


1. The executioner, Thou, the gteat, the 


dreadful, the eternab S od. Theſe words, there- 
fore, as I have already ſaid, fignify that Chriſt 


the mediator, through whom alone ſalvation 


comes, and by whom alone exccution hath bcen 


|  deicrred, now giveth up the. ſoul, furbears to 
ſpeak one ſyllable more for him, or to do the 
| leait act of grace further, to try for his recovery; 


but delivers him up to that fearful diſpenſation, 


to fall into the hands of the living God, ora 


ZI0- 63. 
2. The frat to he e is, the in- 
ſtrument by which this execution is done, and 


that is death, compared here to an ax; and for- 
aſmuch as the tree is not felled at one blow, 


therefore the ſtrokes are here continued, till all 


the blows be ſtruck that are requilite tor its ielling; 


for now Cutting time, and cutting work is connec, 


cutting mult be his portion, till he be cut down. - 
After that thou ſhalt cut it down. Death, 1 lay, 


18 
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if 


is the ax, that God often uſes, wherewith to take 


the barren fig-tree out of the vineyard, out of a 
profeſſion, and alſo out of the world at once, But 
this ax 1s new-ground, it cometh well edged to the 
roots of this barren fig-tree. It hath been whetted by 


fn, by the law, by a formal profeſhon, and there- 1 


fore muſt, and will make deep gaſhes, not only in 
the natural life, but in the heart and conſcienee 
alſo of this profeſſor; the wages of ſin is death, 
the ſting of death is fin, 1 Cor. Wherefore death 


comes not to this man as he doth to ſaints, muz- 


zled or without his (ting, but with open mouth, 
in all his ſtrength ; yea, he ſends his firſt born, 
which is guilt, to devour his ſtrength, and to bring 


bim to the king of terrors, Job 13. 13, 14. 


But to give you; in a few PEDERI, the man» 
ner of this man's dying. . b 

7. Now he hath his fruitleſs fruits beleaguer 
him round his bed, together with all the bands 
and legions of his other wickedneſs. His own 
iniquities ſhall take the wicked himfelf, and he 
ſhall be holden in the cords of his ſins, Prov. 5. 
22. | | 

2. Now ts terrible diſcovery of God is fey 
unto him, to the perplexing and terrifying of his 
guilty conſcience, God ſhall caſt upon him, and 


not pare; and he ſhall be afraid of that which i is 


high, Job 7. 22. 

3- The dark entry he is to go through will be 
a {ore amazement to him; for fear ſhall be in the 
Ways 


e 


he Barren Fig - tree. 93 


* iy 
7 
* 
. 
1 
* L 
it 25 
8 
N 4 
5 
* 
's 
ny 
7 
= % 
Fo: 
4 . 
i 


WT» * 1 2 ö 4 7 _ : . 
W Tren 
r — * —X - bs 

Id On 8. A 70 n E * 


ä——)— 2 — PPP * — — 
* Y n g * 8 4 _ 4 * , * * 
' * N 


* 
N —— — — . — 4 
* — — . — CD o 
>, 


ps The Barren Fig-tree. 
way, Ecel. 12. 5.. yea, terrors will take hold on 
him, when he ſhall ſee the yawning jaws of death 


to gape upon him, and the door of the ſhadow of 


death open to give him paſſage out of the world. 
Now who will meet me in this dark entry ; how 
ſhall I paſs through this dark entry into another 


world? 
4. For by reaſon of guilt, anda king of con- 


ſcience, his life will hang in continual doubt hen 
fore him, and he ſhall be afraid day and night, 


Deut. 28. 66, 07. and ſhall have no aſſurance of 


his life. 
8. Now alſo want will come up againſt him, be 
will come up like an armed man, There is a ter- 


rible army to him that is ae in heart, and 


fruitleſs in life. This want will continually cry 


in thine ears, here is a new birth wanting, a new 
| heart and a new ſpirit, wanting; here is faith, 


love and repentance, the fear of God, and a good 


converſation, wanting; thou art weighed in the 


balance and art found wanting, Dan. 5. 27. 
6. Together with theſe, ſtand by the cdmpani- 


| ons of death, death and hell, death and devils, - 


death and endleſs torments in the everlaſting flames 


of devouring fire. When God ſhall come up. un- 
to the people, he will invade them with his troops, 
—_ 2-46. | 

But how will this man die? Can his heart 


now endure, or can his hands be itrong ? Ezek, 


22. 14» 


1. God; 


"The Barren Fig tree. . or 
3. God, and Chriſt, and pity bave left him: tin 
Fi againſt ligbt, againſt mercy, and the long ſuffer- 
or Jing of God, is come up againſt him; his hope 
1 and confidence, now lye a dying by him, and his 
conſcience totters and ſhakes continually: within 


him. 
a 2. Death 1s at this work, cutting of him' down, 
bewing both back and heart, both body and foul 
in 
e. || *funder : the man groans, but death hears bim notz 


he looks ghalily, carefully. dejectedliy; he fighs, "WM 
of | be iweats, he trembles, but death matters no- 1 
thing. | : ; 
* 3. Fearful e haunt bim, e 
direful apprehenſions of God terrify him. Now 
* he hath time to think what the loſs of heaven will 
be, and what the torments of hell will be; now 
he looks no way but he is frighted. 
0 4. Now would he live, but may not; he would 
live though it were but the life of a bedrid man, 
8 but muſt not. He that cuts him down, ſways him, 
IJ as the feller of wood ſways the tottering tree; now 
this way, then that : at laſt a root breaks, an heart 
itring, an eye ſtring ſnaps aſunder. 

5. And now could the ſoul be annihilated, or 
brought to nothing, how happy would it count it- 
ſelf ? but it ſees that it may not be. Wherefore it 
is put to a wonderful ſtrait z ſtay in the body it 
„may not, go out of the body it dares not. Life is 
- | going, the blood ſettles in the fleſh ; and the lungs 

being no more able to draw breath through the 
1 5 0 noſtrils, | 


— 


* 
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noſtrils, at laſt out goes the weary trembling foul, 
who is immediately ſeized by devils, who lay luik- 
ing in eve:y hole in the chamber for that very 
purpoſe ; his friends take care of the body, wrap 
it up in the ſheets or coffin ; but the ſou] is out cf 
their thought and reach, going down to the cham- 
bers of death, e 

I had thought to have enlarged, but 1 forkdar: 
God, who teaches man to -profit, bleſs this brief 
and plain diicourſe to thy ſoul, who yet ſtandeſt a 
proteſſor in the land of the living, * che trees 
ol his gar den. Amen. | 
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EXHORTATION 
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PEACE 40 UNITY, 


bl 


EPHES. 4. 3. 


- Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the | 
| bond of peace. | 


ELOVED, religion is the great bond of 

human ſociety, and it were well if it ſelf 
were kept within the bond of unity; and that it 
may ſo be, let us, according to the text, ufe our 
utmoſt endeavours to keep the unity of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace. 

Theſe words contain a counſel and 2 caution; 
the counſel is, that we endeavour the unity of the | 
ſpirit ; the caution is, that we do it in the bond of 1 
be TT 1 . peace 1 
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peace: as if he ſhould fay, I would have you live 
in unity, but yet 1 would have you to be careful, 
and that you do not ſurghaſe unity wath, breach of 
charity. | * ; „ W 
Let us therefore 0 cautioned . we do not 
ſo preſs after unity in practice and opinion, as to 
break the bond of peace and affection. 


o the handling offtbels . 1 ſhall obſerve 
Y this method, 8 


Firſt, I ſhall open the eenſe of the text. 
Secondly, 1 ſhall- ſhew wherein this unity and 
peace conſiſt. 
Thirdly, I ſhall ew you the fruits and benefits 
W of it, together with nine inconveniences and miſ- 
| chicfs that attend thoſe churches where unity and 
| peace are wanting. 


rections, and motives for the obtaining of them. 
Firſt, as touching the ſenſe of the text: when 
we ate counſelled to keep the unity of the pirit, 
ve are not to underſtand the ſpirit of God as perſon · 
25 ſo conſidered; becauſe the ſpicit of God in 
that ſenſe, is not capable of being divided; and 
ſo there would be no need for us to endeavour to 
keep the unity of it. : | 
N By the unity of the ſpirit then, we are to under- 
i | Aland, that unity of mind which the ſpirit of God 
'Y calls for, and Fequires, chriſlians to to, endeavour, af. 
| ter ; hence it is that we are exhotted, by one ſpirit, 
" ich one mind, to ſtrive eber for the faith of 
| Ks . the 
Wl 


Fourtbly, and laftly, 1 Gall gire you twelve * 
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the goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. But further; the apoſtle 
in theſe words alludes to the ſtate and compoution 
of a natural body, and thereby. informs us, that the 
myſtical body of Chꝛriſt holds an Aud with as 


: bete body of man: as, 


FI bo che natural body there mult be a it l to | C 
animate it, for the body without the ſpirit is dead, 
James 2. 26. ſo it is in the myſtical body of Chriſt; 


the apoſtle no ſooner tells us of that one body, but 


he minds. us of that one ſpirit, Eph. 4. 4+ 
2. The body hath joints and bands to unite all 


the parts; ſo hath the myſtical body of Chriſt, 


Col. 2. 19. this is that bond of peace mentioned 
in the text, as alſo in the 16th veiſe of the ſame 
chapter, where the whole body is ſaid to be fitly 
Joined together, and OO Rs by that which e- 
wad, joint ſupplieth. 4s 

3. The natural body 0 3 a nou- 
riſhment from the bead; ſo doth the myſtical bod) 
of Chriſt, he is their, counſellor, and him they muſt 


hear; ; hence it is that the apoſtle complained, Col. 


2. 19 of ſome that did not hold. the head, from 0 
which the whole body by Joins and bands bath [2 


| nouriſhment. 188 


4. The natural body cannot. =o tubäſt if 15 


ther the ſpirit be wounded, or the joints broken | 


or dillacated ; the body cannot bear a, wounded oe 
broken ſpirit; à broken ſpirit drieth-the bones, | 


Prov. 17. 22. and a wounded pirit who can bears 
e 18. 14 and on the other. hand, how L N 


FS: bare 
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have the disjoinings of the body, and the breaking 
thereof, oecaßoned the expiration of the ſpirit ? in 
like manner it fares with the myſtical ' body of 


Chriſt, how do divided ſpirits break 'the bonds of 


peace, which are the joints of his body; and how 
do the breaking of the body and church of Chriſt 


wound the ſpirit of chriſtians, and oftentimes oc- 


caſion the ſpirit and life of chriſtianity to languiſh, 
if not to expire? how needful is it then that we 


endeavour the unity of the 1 771 in Lhe wud of 
. | 


Secondly, I nom come to ſhew you wherein this 
unity and peace conſiſt, and this 1 en demon- 
ſtrate in five particulars. eee 
1. This unity and peace may conſiſt in the f ig- 
norance of many truths and in the holding of ſome 
errors; or elſe this duty of peace and unity could 
not be practicable by any on this ſide perfection: a 
but we muſt now endeavour the unity of the ſpitit 
til we come to the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the ſon of God, Eph. 4. 13. becauſe 
now, as the apoſtle ſaith, we know in part, and 
we propheſy in part, and now we ſee thro? a glaſs 
darkly, 1 Cor. 13. 12. and as this is true in gene- 


ral, ſo we may find it true if we deſcend to parti- 
cCular inſtances; the diſciples ſeem to be Ignorant 


of that great truth, which they had often, and in 
moch plainneſo, been taught by their maſter again 
1 d. Mn, Viz. That were s kingdom was not of this 


*. 


world, | 


world, and that in the world they ſhould: ſuffer, A 


2 * * 
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and he perſecuted ; yet in Ads 1. 10 we read, 
that they aſked of him, if he would at this time 
teſtore the kingdom of Iſrael ꝰ thereby diſcovering 
that Chriſt's kingdom, as, they thought, ſhould con: 
ſiſt in his temporal juriſdiction over Iſrach-whieh 
they expected ſhould now commence and, take 
place among them. Again, our Lord tellthems ⁶ſ 
that he had many things to ſay, and theſe, wers 
many important truths, which they could Da 
now bear, John 16. 1% and that theſe, were im ⸗ 
portant truths, appeass by v. 103 11. where he is [2 
di ſcourſing o righteouſneds,:and}. Judgment, and 
then adds, that he had yet many things to ſay, 
which they c not bear an thereupon pro- 
miſes the com forter to lead. them into all truth: 
which implies, that they were Jet ignorant of many 
truths, and conſequently held diverſe errors; and [4 
yet for all this he prays for, and preſſes tbem to . 
their great duty of peace and unity, John 14. 27% f 
and 17. 21. to this may be added that of Heb. 8. 
11. Where the author faith, he had many things to b 
ſay of the prieſtly office of Chriſt, which, by reaſon” 

of their dulneſs, they were not capable to receive: 


as alſo that in Acts 10: where Peter ſeems to be ö 
Ignorant of that truth, viz. that the goſpel was to 


be preached to all nations; and, contrary thereun- | 
to, he erted, in thinking. it unlawful to preach 


amongtt the Gentiles. I ſhall add two texts more, : 
0" in Acts 1. 9. where we read that thoſe diſciples i 


1 3 | which 
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which had been diſciplined and baptized by John, 


were yet ignorant of the Holy Ghoſt, and knew 
not, as the text tells us; whether there were any 


Holy Ghoſt or no; tho* John did teach conſtantly, 


that he that ſhould-come after him, ſhould baptize 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire. From hence 
we may eaGly and plainly infer, that Chriſtians 
may be ignorant of many truths, by feaſon of weak 


| and dull capacities, and other ſuch" like impedi- 


ments; even while thoſe truths are with much 


plainneſs delivered to them! Agaia, we read, 
Y Heb; 9. 13. of ſome that were unſkilſul in the 
word 5 righteouſneſs, ho nevertheleſs are called 
bi babes 1 in Chriſt, and with whom unity and peace 
5 are to be inviolably kept and maintained. 


2. As this unity and peace may conGilt: th Mis 


bl eee of many kruths, and in the holding of 
ſome errors, ſo it muſt eonſiſt with, and it cannot 


oonſiſt without, the believing and practiſing thoſe 
things which are neceſſary. to ſalvation and church 
communion; and they are, firſt, believing that 
Obriſt the Son of God died for the fins of men. 


W Secondly, That whoever believeth, ought to be 
baptized: the third thing eſſential to this com- 


munion, is an holy and blameleſs converſation. 


n 
: 4:99 


' Firſt, That believing that the Son of God died 


for the fins of men is neceſſaty to ſalvation, I prove 


a 


by thoſe texts, which tells us, that he that doth 


. not believe ſhall be damned, Mark 16. 10. r 


i= * Rom. IO, 19. 


That 


. 07; WO. '' 00. x0 VJ wo 


— RL; 


Nds end Unity. 1 


That it is alſo neceſſary to church communion, 
appears from Matth. 16. 16, 17, 18. Peter having 
confeſt that Chriſt was the Son of the living God, 
Chriſt thereupon aſlires him, that upon this rock, 
viz, this profeſſion of faith, or this Chriſt which 
Peter had confeſſed, he would build his church, 
and the gates of hell ſhould not prevail againſt it. 
And, 1 Cor 3. 11. the apoſtle having told the 


Corinthians they were God's building, preſently 


adds, that they eould not be built upon any foun- 
dation War that Which was laid, which was Jeſus 
Cbriſt. All which proves, that Chriſtian ſociety | 


is founded upon the profeſſton of Chriſt And 


not only ſcripture; but the laws of right reaſon dic. 
tate this, that fome rules and orders muſt be ob- 
ſerved for the founding of all fociety, which muſt 
be conſented to by all that will be of it; hence it 
comes to paſs, that to own Chriſt as the Lord and 
head of Nen is eſſential to the ROE of 


chriſtian ſociety. 


| Secondly, The feriptiies hae cs that is 
faith gives the profeſſors of i it a right to baptiſm, , 


as in the caſe of the Eunuch, Acts 8. when he 


demanded why he might not be baptized ? Philip 


anſwers, that if he believed with all his heart he 


might: the Eunuch thereupon confeſling Chrity?. 


was baptized. * 


Now that bagtilit is eſſential to church com- 
munion, I prove from 1 Cor. 12. where we ſhall 
find the apoſtle labauring to prevent an evil uſe 

10 1185 / that 
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that might be made of ſpiritual gifts, as thereby 


to. be puft up; and think that ſuch as wanted them, 


were not of the body, or to be eſtee med members: 
he thereupon reſolves, that whoever. did confeſs 


Chriſt, and own him for his bead, did it by the 
ſpirit, veiſe 23. and not only; becauſe. they have 
by the guidance and direction of the ſame ſpirit 


been baptized,, verſe 13. For by one ſpirit we are 


baptized into one body, &c. II need not go 
about to confute that notion that ſome, ot late have 
had of. this text, viz. I bat the baptiſm here ſpoken 
of, is the baptifm of the ſpirits becauſe, you have 
not owned and declared that notion as your judg - 
ment, but on the contrary, all of you that F have 
converſed with, have declared. it to be underitood of 
"1 baptiſm. of water, by direction of the ſpitit; if ſo, 
then it follows, that men and women are declared: 
members of Chriſt's body by baptiſm, and cannot 
be by ſcripture reputed and eſteemed ſo without it; 
which further appears from Rom. o. 5. where men 
by baptiſm are ſaid to be planted i into the likeneſs 
of his death; and Col. 2. 2. we are faid to be 
buried with him by baptiſm ; All which, together 


with the conſent of all chriſtians, ſome few in theſe | 


late times excepted, do prove that baptiſm is ne- 
cefiary to the initiating erase into the church of 
Chriſt. 

Thirdly, Holineſs of life is eſſential to pI 


communion, becauſe it ſcems to be the reaſon why 
S Chriſt founded a church in the world, viz. That 


men might thereby be watched over, and kept from 


* 
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falling ; ; that af any: be overtaken with a fault, he 
that is ſpiritual might reſtore him; that by this 


means men and women might be preferved with- 
out blame to the coming of | Chriſt; And the 


grace of God teacheth us to deny ungodlinefs and 
worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly and uprightly in 
this preſent evil world, Tit. 2. 11. 12. And let 
every one that names the name of the Lord de- 
part from iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. #9. And James tell 
us, ſpeaking of the chriſtian religion, that pure re- 
ligion, and nndefited before God, is to viſit the fa» 
therleſs and widows in their affliction, and to keep 


ourſelves unſpotted from the world, James 1. 27. 


from all which, together with many more texts 
that might be produced, it appears, that an unholy 


and profane life is inconſiſtent with chriſtian religi- 
on and ſociety; and that bolineſs is efſential to 


ſalvation and church -· communion: fo that thefe 
three things, faith, baptifm and a holy life, as T 


ſaid before, all churches muſt agree and unite in, 
as thoſe things, which when wanting, will deſtroy 


their being. And let not any think, that when I 
fay, believing the Son of God died for the fins of 
men, is eſſential to ſalvation and church-communt- 
on, that I hereby would exclude all other articles 
of the chriſtian creed, as not neceſſary, as the be» 
lief of the reſurtection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment, &e. Which, for want of time, Hh omit to 
ipeak particularly to, and the rather, beeauſe I 
"undepſiand-this great article ob believing the. "at 
| Q 
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of God died for the fins of mea is comprehenſive” 
of all others, and is that from whence. all anger 


articles may eaſily be inferred. 


And here 1 would not be e ee as e 1 
held there. were nothing elſe for chriſtians to prac- 


tiſe, when I ſay this is all that is requiſite to church» 


communion ; far I very well know that Chriſt re · 
quires many other things of us, after we are mem- 
bers of all bis body, which, if we knowingly or 
maliciouſſy refuſe, may be the cauſe, not only, of 
excommunication, but damnation: but yet theſe 
are ſuch things as relate to the will being, and not 


of the being of churches; as laying on of hands 


in the primitive times upon believers. by which 


they did receive the. gifts of the ſpirit ; this I ſay, 


Was for the increaſe and edifying of the. body, and 
not that thereby they might become. of the body of 
Chriſt, for that they were betore;; And do not 


think that I believe laying on of hands was no 


apoltolical inſtitution, becauſe, I ſay, men are there- 
by made membets of Cbriſt's body; or becauſe, 1 


ſay, that it is not eſſential to church communion : 
Why ſhould I be thought to be againſt a fire in the 
chimney, beeauſe I ſay it muſt not be in the thatch | 


of the houſe ? conſidet then how pernicious a 
thing it is to make every doctrine, tho? true, the 
bond of communion. This is that which: deſtroys 
unity, and by this rule all men muſt be perfect 
before they can be in peace. For do we not fee 
daily that as {gon as men come to a clearer under- 


16 x Nas . ſtanding 
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kundipg of the mind of God, to ſay the beſt of 
what they hold, that preſently all men are excom- 
1 municable, if not damnable, chat do not agree 
A with them? do not ſome believe and ſee that to 
be pride and covetoufneſs, which others do not, 


fe 


4 becauſe it may be, they have more narrowly and 
v. Ailigentiy ſearched into their duty of theſe things 
„chan others have ? what then, muſt all men that 
or 

- have not ſo-large acquaintance of their duty there- - 
0 in, be excommunicated? indeed it were to- be 
550 wiſhed that more moderation in apparel and ſecu- 
| 


Jar concernments were found among churches'; but 
God forbid, that if they ſhould come ſhort herein, 
that we ſhould ſay, as one lately ſaid, that he could 
2 not communicate with ſuch people, becauſe e 
were proud and ſuperfluous in their apparel. 

Let me appeal to ſuch, and demand of them if 
there was not a time ſince they believed and were 
baptized, wherein they did not believe the laying 
Ion of hands a duty ? and did they not then believe, 
and do they not ſtill believe they were members of 
he body of Cbriſt? and was there not à time 
when you did not ſo well underſtand the nature 
and extent of pride and covetouſneſs as now you 
ne No? And did you not then believe, and do you 
not ſtill believe, that you were true members of 
& Chriſt, tho! leſs perfect? why then ſhould Mu not 
judge of thoſe that differ from you herein, as you 
judged of yourſelves when you were as they no- 
are? how needful then is it for chriſtians to diſ- 

tinguiſh 
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tinguiſh if ever they would be at peace and unity, 
between thoſe truths which are eſſential to church 
communion, and thoſe that are not? | 
Fourthly, unity and peace conſiſt in our mak- 
ing one ſhoulder, to practiſe and put in execution 
the things we do know: Phil. 3. 16. Neverthe- 
leſs wherein we have attained, let us walk by the 
ſame rule, let us mind the ſame things. How ſad 
is it to ſce our zeal conſume us, and our precious 
time, in things doubtful and diſputable, while we 
| are not concerned, nor affected with the practiſe 
ol thoſe indiſputable things we all agree in? we 
all know charity to be the great command, and yet 
how few agree to practiſe it? we all know they 
that labour in the word and doctrine, are worthy - 
of double honour ; and that God hath ordained 
that they which preach the goſpel, ſhould live of 
the goipel : theſe duties, however others have ca- 
villed at them, I know you agree in them, and are 
perſwaded of your duty herein: but where's your 
zeal to practiſe ? O how well would it be with 
churches, if they were but half as zealous for the 
great and plain, and indiſputable things, and the 
more chargeable and coſtly things of religion, as they 
are for things doubtful or leſs neceſſaty, or that 
are no charge to them, and coſt nothing but the 
breath of contention, tho? that may be too great 
a price for the ſmall things they purchaſe with 


Kt. 
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preach the goſpela ſhould dosit like workmen; that 


need not be aſhamed ? and yet how little is this 1 
confidered by many preachers;: uho never con¹ιYwt,; 
belore they peak, of what they ſay, or wheteof 1 
they: affirm? how few: give themſelves ro. ſtudy, 1 
that they may be approved: how few meditate ih 
and give chemſeltes to theſe. things, that theie der 1 


ſiting may appear to all?! VB 
For the Lord's fake, let us unite to page 
thoſe things we know and if we would have moce 


talents, let us all agtee to improve thoſe we have: 
Ste the ſpirit was among the primitive profeſſors; - 
that. knowing and believing how much it concern- 
end them in the propagating of chriſtianity, toſhew 
forth; love to one another that ſo all might know 1 
them to be Chriſt's diſciples, rather than checo | 
ſhould be any complainings;awong them, ithey 


ſold all they had O how, zealous were theſe 8, 


practiſe, and with one ſhoulder tod what was; 


upon their hearts for God F might further add, 
how often have we agreed in our judgment; and. 
hath it not been upon our hearts, that chis and the 


other thing is good to be done, to . enlighten. the 
dark world, and- to repair the breaches of the 
churches, and to raiſe up thoſe cburches tha now 


he a: gaſping, and among whom the ſoul of religi- 


But further z. de ws not agree, tber men thar | 1 
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on is expiring? but what do we more than talk of; -i 


4 


o| 


them; do not moſt; decline theſe: things, when 4 
they: either all tos aþaix; e 95 their. Pere 


4 


c 1 

0 Au eb early to, 
10 belp in this and Je ch like * 8 bete r l let 
[+ - ust then, in what weoknows unite, that we: may 
pot bt bi! pte tue, tem em bring; that if we know 
thels b thipget Welſh alt: be happy :if:wedo them. 
Fißtkly, Lhis unity and peut tonſiſt in our joins 
ig and agreeing: EO pray forgahdvto;prefgafter thoſe 


Print itive ries arte conſcious of [their imperfeRtis 
| prayer and ſopplication. If we were more in the 


meuld carry” it- better towards thoſe that. differ 
fronv us; then we ſhould abound more in the fpͤrit 
ol taneekneſb and ferbesrance, that thereby we 
wiel beitig-orhers, er be brougbt by others, to the 
obledge of the truth: rbis would make us gu to 
1 


Sed, aud {ay th. Eli hu, Jeb. 34. 32. Phat 
Whither kw not; teach theu ds. Brethren, 
[ did we but All agree that we erred in many things, 
| we ſhould Toon 2K, to go to God, and pray for 
midre wiſdem Teal 
|| contetning” us. 1 fa „ oy 
if deres ti 1 W we no {dans re- 
oe ceiveln¹νꝗ thing for truth, but we preſently aſcend 
the chair of infallibility with its as tho” in this 
we ebüld nor etr : hence it is we are impatient 
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thoſe that ate not of the ſame mind; but. now A 
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t 


r ert in one "WG 1 ap" s ett in another, 
will 


. 


&xths we db net know: be (diſciples in the 
ons. and therefore with one accord dcontinued in 


fene of our 6wn ignorance and imperfections, we 


velation ve eee . 


of eontindiétion, and become - uncharitable: to 


Leaſcioulnefe that we may miſtake, oc that if my 
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Some, let us go to the Lord, for h 


In unity of love and affectio 


wa, "00 
vill unite us in affection, and engage vs to prefs 


altet perfection, according to chat of the apoſtle, 


Phil. 3% 4, 16 btetrhten, I count. not 
myſelf to have.apprehended. ; but this one thing 


teaching forth to thoſe things which are before, I 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. And if in any thing 
JE, be otherwiſe: minded, God ſhall reveal even 


| preſs towards the mark, for the prize of the high 


: this unto. you, O chen that we could but, unite | 
204 agrec 10 go to God for one another in ce 


dence that he will teach us; and. that if any of 


vs went. wiſdom, as who of. us. does not? we 
might ask of God, who gives to all men be- 


5 


rally, and upbraids no man. Let us, like thoſe 


of bis ways, and we will walk in his pts. 
„ Sixthly, This- unity and peace mainly conſiſt 


and indiſpenſible duty of all ch riſtians, by this 


Me old commandment, and the. neu com mand- 
þ 


ment, that, which was commanded in the begin- 


9.08, and will remain unto the end, yea, and after 


3 r Cor, 43, 8. charity never fails 3 bur 
6 ah cher there be. tongues, they all ceaſę ; or 5 
Whether there be knowledge, it, hall waniſh wb fg. 

And verſe, ATVILLE 1 
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| - chatity; but the greateſt of theſe is charity. And; 


Col: 3. 1.4: Above all thoſe: things, put on 
| Wark, bieh is the” bond of® perfeAnelſs, Be- 
Laufe charity is the end of the commandment, 
rr Charity, therefore, is called, the 
toyaf lat, and has a ſuperintepdeney over other 
laws, and, doubtleſs, is à law to which others 
muft” give place, when they come in competition 
with it; above all things therefore have fervent 
charity among yourſelves, for ebarity covereth a 
multitude of fins, 1 Pet. 4. 8. let us therefore 
live in unity and 8 and the N of diet ever 
peace wt ve with ap. 2017069, tire irs 
That you may ſo do, let me cine bs; 
in tkewords of a learned man, that the unity of 
the church, is an unity of love and affectibn; 
and not a bare wee of er ung _ 
on. l I e in e 45A 

© Thirdly, Having ſhewn whetvin Ah unity 
Ebutt, 1 come to the third general thing pro- 
Pounded, and that is, to ſhew the fruits and be- 
nefits of unity and peace; together with the miſ- 
| «chiefs'and inconveniencies attending thoſe church- | 
es where unity and peace are wanting. 

iſt. Uniry and peace is a duty well pleaſing 
to God, who is ſtiled author of peace, and not 
of confuſion, in all the churches; God's ſpirit re- 


| Joices in the unity of our ſpirits. But, on the other 


hand, where ſtrife and diviſions are, there the 
ſpirit of God W Hence it is that the a- 
ice 3 1 poſtle 


l y 
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noſtle no ſooner. forbids the ee to 87815 By ap 
the ſpirit of . God, but he; preſently ſobjoins as A 9 


terneſs and evil-ſpeaking ; and be kind one to an- 
other, and tender hearted, forgiving one another 


and rejoice his ſpirit, ſo they rejoice. the hearts 4 


general aſſemhly, and church of the firſt born, 


e petfect, Heb. 12. 235 · 


are wanting, there are ſtorms and troubles 3 where | 


Peace _ airy. 


remedy againſt that evil, that they put away bit- 


even as God, for Chriſt's ſake hath aer thems C: 


Eph. 4 30, 32 
2dly, As unity and . are plealing to God, : 


and ſpirits of God's people. Unity and peace 
bring heaven down upon earth among us. Hence 
it is the apoſtle tells us, Rom. 4. 7 That the p 
kingdom of beaven is not meat and drink, but 
righteouſneſs, and peace and joy in the Holy. Þ 
Ghoſt. Where unity and peace are, there is 
heaven upon earth; by this we taſte the firſt 0 
fruits of that pleſſed eſtate we {hall one day live 
in the fruition of; when we ſhall come to the 


hoſe na mes are written in heaven, and to God 
the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of za men 4 


This outward peace of the church (as: a learned 1 
man obſerves) diſtills into peace of conſcience, and 
turus Writings and readings of controverſy, into ö 
rate of mo tiſicatian and devotion. ; 
And the Pſalmiſt tells us, it is not only 190 
Fn pleaant, for brethæen to dwell together in u- 
nity, Plal. 13. 1. But where unity and peace 


3 enry 
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_erivy and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and every e- 
vil work, James 3. 16. It is the outward peace 


of the church that increaſes our outward joy; and 


the peace of God's houſe gives occaſion to eat 
our r wich et in our own apa oc Acts 
26. pl 

Aol The unity and peace of the Se make 
communion of faints deſireable. What is it that 


Ie 


imbitters church communion, and makes it bur- 


denſome, but divifions? Have you not heard 
many complain that they are weary of church 
communion, becauſe of church contention ? but 
now where unity and peace is, there Chrilidne 
long for communion. 

David faith, that he was glad which they 4d 
unto him, let us go to the houſe of God, Pſal. 
122. 1. Why was this but becauſe (as the third 
verſe tells us) Jeruſalem was a city compact to- 
gether, where the tribes went up, the tribes of 


; 1 the Lord, to give thanks to his name? And Da- 


vid ſpeaking of the man that was once his friend, 


bY thereby let us know the benefit of peace and u- 


I nity, Pſal. 55. 14. We, ſaith he, took - ſweet 
Il counſel together, and walked to the houſe of God 
in company. Where unity is ſtrongeſt, com- 


munion is ſweeteſt and moſt defireable, You ſee 


chen that peace and union fill the people of God 
Wil with defires after communion ; but on the other 
| hand, hear how David complains, Pſal. 120. 5. 
Wl Wo is me, I fojourn in Meſech, and that I dwell 
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cord, as appears, 


Peace 8 Unity. | | 11 2 

Che Pfſalmiſt here is 
thought to allude to a ſort of men that dwelt in {|} 
the deſarts of Arabia, that got their livings by 
contention; and therefore he adds, verſe 6. That 


in the tents of Kedar. 


his ſoul had long dwelt with them that hated 
peace, This was that which made him long for 
the courts of God, and eſteem one day in his 


houſe better than a thouſand: elſewhere; | this 


made his ſoul even faint for the houſe of God, be- 
cauſe of the peace of it; Bleſſed are they, faith 


he, that dwell in thy houſe, they will be ſtill _ 


There is a certain note of con- 
Acts 2. where we read of 
primitive Chriſtians, po with one accord 
praiſing God. ö „ 


praiſing thee. 


athly, Where unity and peace are, a masy 


miſchiefs andi inconveniencies are prevented, which 


attend: thoſe people where peace and unity are 
wanting; and of theſe many that might be mentis 


oned, 1 ſhall briefly inſiſt upon thefe nine. 


1. Where unity and peace are wanting, there 
is much-precious time ſpent to no purpoſe z how 
many days are ſpent, and how many fruitleſs 
journies made to no profit, where the people are 
not in peace? how often have many redeemed 
time (even in ſeed time and harveſt) when they 
could ſcarce afford it, to go to church, and, by 
reaſon of their diviſions, come home worſe than 


they went, repenting they have ſpent ſo much 


precious time to ſo little benefit! ? how ad 3s it” 
| ; 1 
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do ſee men ſpend their precious time, in which 
they ſhould work out their ſalvation, by labouring, 


propoſition; and to trifle away their time, in 
which they ſhould make their calling and election 
ſure, to make ſure of an opinion, which, when 


whether it be true or no, becauſe all things 
neceſſary to ſalvation and church communion are 
plainly laid down in ſcripture, in which we may 
be intallibly fare of the truth of them? but for 
other things that we have no plain text for, but 
the truth of them depends upon our interpre- 
_ tations, 'we mut be cautioned, that we do not 
ſpend much time in impoſing them upon, or 


fallibility ; otherwiſe we ſpend time upon un- 
vertainty. And whoever: caſt their eyes abroad, 
And open theirears to intelligence, ſhall both ſee, 
and to their ſorrow hear, that many churches 
Tpend molt of their time in jangling and coa- 
tendiag about thoſe things which ace neither 
eſſential to ſalvation or church com nunion; and, 
which is worſe, about fuch doubtful queſtions that 
they are never able to give an iafallible ſolution 
ef. But now, where unity and peace are, our 
time is ſpent in praiſing od, and in thoſe om 
queitions, what we ſhould do to be ſaved 7 and 
how we 1 be We" 2 7 65 _ n humble to- 
| 1 bene eds 


as in the fire, to prove an uncertain and doubtful 


they have done all, are not infallibly certain 


veating among others, unleſs we can aſſu ne in- 


* 


ls 
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wards God, and more chqricabley and more ſerviee· 
able to one another? Is tie; 1 755 


2. Where unity ind; peace are wanting there. 


1s urn ſurmiſing, and evil ſpeaking to the damage 
and diſgrace, if not to the ruining of one another: 


Gal. 5. 4, 15. The whole law is fulfilled in one 
word, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf; but 
if ye bite and devour one another, take heedi ye be 
not conſumed one of another. No ſooner is the 


bond of charity broken, which is as a wall about 
Chriftians, but ſoon they begin to make havock 
and ſpoil of one another z. then there is raiſing evil 
reports, and taking up evil reports againſt each o- 
ther: hence it is that whiſpering and backe biting 


proceeds, and going from houſe to houſe to blaze 
_ ons the faults and infirmities of others; hence it us 


that we watch for the haltings of one another; and 


do inwardly rejoice at the mifearriages , of others; 
| ſaying i in our hearts, ah, ah, fo we would have it. 


But now, where unity and peace are, there 1 is cha» 


rity ; and where charity is, we are willing to hie 
the faults and cover the nakedneſs of our brethren. 
Charity thinketh no evil, Cor. 1. 13. 5, And | 1 
therefore it cannot ſurmiſe, neither will it ſpeak i 


evil. NEE CEN, x | 470 g 2 any 4 


3. Where aniey and peace are Hains there -þ 
can be no great matters enterpriſed, we cannot do 
much for God, nor much for one anotber. When 


the devil would hinder the bringing to pafs good 
in nations and churches, he divides their counſels, 


8 

IH; 
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: 


1 «<< 


119 An Exhortation tis 
and (as ane well obſerves} he divides their heads, 
that he may divide their hands. When jacob hath 


1 propheſied of the eruelty of Simon and Levi, who 


were brethren; he threatens them with the conſe- 
quent of it; Gen. 49, 7; I will divide them: in 
n ſcatter themoein Iſrael. The devil is 
not to learn that maxim he hath. toughe the Ma- 
l of: the world, divide & impera, divide 
ant rule; it is an united force that is formidable. 


Hence the ſpouſe in the , Canticles is ſfaid to be 


but one, and the only one of her mother; Cant. 
6. 9% Hereupomr it is ſaid of her, verſe 10. that 
ue is terrible as an army with banners. Whar 
can a dirided army do, or a:diſcorteds army that 
haveileft their banners, or for fear or. ſhame; thrown 


them away? In likeomanner, what can Chriſtians 
do for Cbriſt, and the enlarging his dominions in 


the world, in bringing men from dackneſs to light 
while tbemſelves are divided and diſordered ! 
Peace is to Chriſtians, as great rivers are to ſome 


cities, which -{befides other benefits and commo- 


dities) are natural foitificatians, by reaſon 'whereof 


- thoſe places are made impregnable; but when, by 


the ſubtility of an adverſary, or the folly of the 


1 | citizens, theſe waters come to be divided into little 
petty rivulets, how ſoon are they -affaif and taken? 


Thus at fares with churches, when once the devil, 


or their own folly, divides them, they will be fo 


far from reſiſting of him, that mw will hg ſoon 
ache. by him. 
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Peace. is ta churches as walls to cities; nay, 


unity: bath defended cities that had ne walls; It 
was once demanded of Ageſilaus, why Lacedæemon 4 
bad nd walls ? He anſwers, (pointing back to'the || 
city) that: the concord of the citizens was the | 
ſtrength of the city. In like manner, Chriſtians 0 
are ſtrong, when united; then they are more: car 
pable to refiſi temptation, and to ſuceour ſuch as are 
tempted: when unity and peace is among the 
churches, then are they like a walled town: and 
when peace is tbe church's; wall, ſalvatios. will be 


her bulwark. 
Plutarch tells us. of one "Silurns tbat bed Aer 


has whom he calls to him as he lay on his death 


bed, and gave them a ſheaf of arrows, thereby to 
ſignify, that if they lived in unity, they might do 


much, but if they divided, they would come to 


nothing. If Chriſtians. were all of one piece, if 
they were but all one lump, or but one ſheaf or 
bundle, hom great are the things they might do 
for Chriſt and his people in the world, whereas, 
otherwife, they can deen but Anden aud of+ 
fend. hiinc:.;-. 2. Niet 


It is reported of * E chat big Aremgaly 5 
is in his ſcales; Job 41. 15, 16, 17. His ſcales 
are his pride; ſhut up together as with a cloſe ſeal; 


one is ſo near to another, that no air can come 
between them; they join together, they ſtick to- 


gether, they cannot: be ſundred. If the church of 
S were united like the ſcales of the. leviathan, 


= it 


| Peace and Unity. 119 "it 


5 1 20 1 a8 Exhortation to 


it would not be every brain ſick notion, nor 
angry fpeculation, that would cauſe their! ſpas 


0 on. 8 b 88 nh 5 I 


teas faith, two ate e hab one, . 

if one fall, the other may raiſe him: then ſurely 
twenty ate better than two, and an hundred are 

better than twenty, for the ſame reaſon, becauſe 
they are more capable to help one another. If 


ever Chriſtians would do any thing to raiſe UP the 


weak and comfort the feeble, and to fetch 
back thoſe that have gone Are, it moſt: be 10 
unity. 
Wie read of lis men of Babel, Gam. 4 111 1 5 The 
Lord faith, behold, the people are one, &c. And 


_ imagined todo; 

We lerrn by reaſon what great Ss may be 
0 in worldly atchievements where unity is; and 
ſhall not reaſon (aſſiſted with the motives of reli- 
gion) teach us that unity among Chriſtians may 
enable them to enterprize greater things for Chriſt? 
Would not this make Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning ? For as unity built literal Baballe it 1s 


| N 5 unity that muſt pull down myſtical Babel. And 


on the other hand, where diviſions are, n, is 


WI confuſion 3 by this means a Babel harh been built 


in every age. It hath been obſerved by a learned 


+ man, and I wiſh I could not ſay truly, that there 
is moſt of Babel and confuſion among thoſe that 


1 out moſt — it. If we would have a hand 
. 5 to 


now nothing will be reſtrained from Ron moe ney 


Peace and Unity. 
to deſtroy Babylon, ler” 5 110 A heart od da one 


among another. 6 
Our. Engliſn biſtories "tell us, Fabat alter Auſtin | 
the monk had been ſome time in England, he 


heard of ſome of the remains of the Britiſh Chriſtis 


ans, which he convened to a place, which Cambs 

den in his Britannia, calls Auſtin's Oak: here 
but 
ſuch was their diviſion, by reaſon of Auſtin's im- 
poſing ſpirit, that our flories tell us, that ſynod” 
was famous for this, that they only met and did 
; nothing.” | 
binder the doing of much good; and-f Chriſtians. 


they met to conſult about matters of religion; 


Ibis is the miſchief of diviſions, they 


that are divided, be ever famous for any thing, it 
will be, that they have often met together, and 


talked of this thing, but did nothing — 


4. Where unity and peace are wanting, there 


the weak are wounded, and the. wicked are hard- 
ned;;, unity may well be compared to precious 
oil, Pſal. 13%, [t is the nature of oil, to heal 
that which is wounded, and ſo ſoften that which 
Iboſe that have hardned themſelves a- 


18 hard. 
gainſt God and, bis people, when they ſhall be- 
hold unity and pesce among them, will ſay, God 


is in them indeed. And, on the other hand, are 
they not read 10 lay, when they ſee you divided, 
That the 0 is in Wu, , ne cannot a». 
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8. Diviſions 2nd want of peace, keep thoſe out 


it of the church that would | come in, and _ 


mo to go out that ate in.. | 
I be diviſions among Chriſtians: ths a ee 
nn obſerves) are a ſcandal to the Jews, an op- 
probriura to the Gentiles, and an inlet to atheiſm 
and infidelity. Inſomuch that our controverſies 
about religion (eſpecially as they have been of late 
managed) bave made religion itſelf become a con- 


| troverſy. O then, how good and plesſant a thing 


is it for brethren to dwell together in unity | The 
peace and unity among the primitive Chriſtians, 


Wl drew others to them; what hinders the eonverſion 


of the Jews, but the diviſions of Chriſtians ? Muft 
1 be 2 Chriſtian, ſays the Jew? what Chriſtian 


RB muſt 1 be} what ſect muſt I be of ? The Jew {25 


one. notes) gloſhng upon that text in Ifai. 11. 6. 
where it is propheſied, that the lion and the lamb 
| ſhall lye down together, and that there ſhall be 

none leſt, to hurt nor deſtroy in all God's hel 
mountain; and interpreting theſe fayings to W 
the concord and peace that Mall be among the peo- 


1 ple that own the Meſſian, de hence conelude, that 


the Meſſiah is not yet come, beeauſe of the con · 


{| tontions: and diviſions that arc among thofe that 
proſeſs bim. And the apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 14. 23. 
That if an unbeliever ſhould ſee their diforders, he 
would ſay they were mad; but where unity and 
peace are, there the churchab are multipled. We 


read, Acts 9. That when the churches had reſt, 
* b they | 


2 
{ 


„ . = d Uaty. N 123 | 
they, multiplied ; and Acts 2+ 4664 47. when the 
church. was ſerving God with one accord, the | 


= 1770 ren 05 them 1 188 as monie ſav- M 


b. 9 | 
m WT is with brings men into the ella and : 
es diviſons. that. bring them out, It is reported of an 
te Indian paſſing by the houſe of à Chriſtian, and 
n- hearing them contending, being deſired to turn in, 
1g be refuſed, ſaying, Habamack dwells there, mean - 


ns | ivg that the deyil dwelt there; but where unity 
85 and peace are, there God is. and he that dwells“ 
51 in love, dwells, in God. The apoſtle tells the 
Corinthians, that if they walked orderly, even they 
\n | vahelicver would hereby be enforced to come and 
+ | vworlhip, and ſay; God was in them indeed. And 
6. we read, Zech. 8. 23, of s time when ten men 
ab ſhall take hold of a. Jew, and ſay, we will go with 
be you, for ws have heard that: God is with Jou. 
1 And henes it is that Chriſt prays, Joha 1. 2 
Rf | that his diſcigles might he one, as che Father an 
he were. one, that the world might believe the Fa 
at ther gest him z as if he ſhould lav, you may. preac 
n. me as long yon will, bade lle purpoſe, if-yol 
are not at peace and unity among yourſfelves;” Sug 
. was the unjieef Ohriſtisas in former days, that th 
„  incmlligent;;haathen would ſay: of them, that h 
4 they bad, many bodies, yet they bad bur one ſoul 
And vs read che ſame of them, Ads 4. 32 th] 
i the, multirude of Sip cape were of 00 
ey 3 | heart and.one fouls: n e . % Lo 
goiwo! Ky 5 * 2 f 


— —— 
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| And as the learned Stillingfleet obſerves in his 
| Irenicum, The unity and peace tha: Was thet{'a2 
| mong "Chriſtians, made religion atviable” in! the 
| judgment of impartial heathens ; Chriſtians were | 
ben known by the benighity'and fweetneſs of their 
| diſpoſitions, by the candor and ingennity of their 
ſpieits, by their mutual love, forbearance and con 
a eſcenſion to one another. But either this ig not 
eke practice of Chriſtianity, (iz. 2 duty Chriſtians 
are now bound to obſerve} or elſe it is not calcula- 
| d for our meridian, where the ſpirits of men are of, 
too'high an elevation for it; for if pride and un- 
haritableneſs, divißons and Ntrifez®' wrath and en- 
I y, animoſities and contentions, were but the marks 
9 true Chriſtians, Diogenes need never light his 
lamp at noon to find out ſuch among us; but if a 
pirit of meekneſs, gentleneſs and condeſcenſion, a 
ooping to the weakneffes aud infifmities of one 
nother, a purſuit after pace; when it flies from us, 
e the indif penſible durics;/abtcharaCterifiical notes' 
: {Chriftians," it N poſſibly! prove a difficult 
E. to find! gut ſuch? for allathe crowds” of 
oſe that op 7" -ieatſdbees under that glorious' 
26. Pony) h VT 5 Hine V 1 t WH 38199 55 WER, 
n is che ber and peace of churches that bring 
ers to them, and make Chriſtianity: amiable. 5 
pat is propheſièd of the church of the Jewe, 
J in this ciſe, be applied to the Gentile church, 
„ 06:72, That when once God extends peace? 
her like a river, the Gentiles ſhall come in like a 
I. 1 . flowing 
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flowing fiream ; chen, and not till, then; the glory! 
ol the Lord ſball ariſe, upon his churches, and 
his glory ſhall be ſeen amang them ; ; then ſhall: 


their hearts fear and be enlarged, begauſe the 


. ae 1 che en halle be eee to 


th As want * unity las peace keeps, thoſe a2 . 


= the church that would come in, ſo; it hinders 


the growth of thoſe, that are in. Jars. and. divi- 
ſions, wranglings and prejudices, eat out the 
growth, if not the life of region. Thele are thoſe 
waters. of. Marah, that imbitter our ſpirits,. and ; 
quench the ſpicit of God. Unity and peace are | 
ſaid to be like the dew of Hermon, and as a dew | 


that deſeended upon Sion, here the Lord com- 


nern his bleſſing, Plal. 133. 3. 

. Diviſions run religion in into briars and N 
contentions and parties. Diviſions are to churches | 
like wars in countries: where war is, the ground | 
lieth waſte and untilled, none takes care of it. I: 
is love that edifieth, but diviſion pulleth down; 


: divifions are as the nor th caſt wind to the fruits, 
which cauſes them to dwindle away to nothing; 
but when the ſtorms are over,, every. thing begins 


to grow. When men are divided, they ſeldom 
ſpeak the truth in love; and then no marvel they 
grow not up to him in all things, which is 5 


head. 


It is a d ack of a an enen fads (as 


one well obſerves) not of bread nor water, but of 
hog 7” hearing] 


7 | voip Exhortation 10 
bvesting of the word of God, when dhe thin ears of 


abc ut doübtful things, and things of lefs\monient, 
eat ß vir Jur Zeal fot the more indiſputable And PHa6- 
WT | tical things i in religion; which, may give us kaufe 
7 Ito fear; that this will be” our character, by which 
ur age will be known to poſterity; that it was the 
|. age that talked of religion moſt and ven” it the 
leaſt.” PFC DAS SHONBNTIWoet2.01: 
Look BO thoſe churches where erde is, and 
43 Were: you ſhall find proſperity ? : when'the churches 
bad reſt; they were not only multiplied, but walks 
ing in the fear of the Lord, and the comforts! of the 
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| [ whole body is knit together, as with joints and 
bands, r they increaſe "Re" the Increaſe” of 
. e LOEWS 3 nn einn 
We are at a ſtand beef r there is ſo 
nale growth among churches, why men bave been 
eee in learning, and are yet ſo far from attain- 
4 mg the knowledge of the truth; ſome have given 


| | L his people of old, he mainly infiſted upon ſome one 
s, as idolatry, and ſhedding innocent blood, &c. 
#0 Pas comprehenGive - of the reſt; not but they were 
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Capital 


eorn"*devour the plump full ones; when the lean 
kine“ devour the fat ones; wh n our controvet ie es 


Holy Ghoſt, they were edified; it is "when the 


one reaſon and ſome another; eins ſay pride is the 
| cauſe, and others' fay covetoufneſs is ihe cauſe ; I 
wiſh I could ſay "theſe were no cauſes; but I ob- 
ſerve, that when God entered his controverſy with 


Petit of other ſins, but thoſe" that were the moſt 


: 
| 
1 
\ 
( 


Pas 27 b * | 427 | 
; capital are partictblarly in ſiſted on. mike Manner, 
| -whoever would but take à review: of chutches that b 
; || live in contentions and divions, may eqil Fed 3 
that breach'of unity and charity is their capital fin, | 
and the octaſion of all other fins; nd marvel then | 
> that the ſcripture ſaith, the whole law is' fulfilled | 
l in love ; and" if ſo, then | where love is wanting, it 
> follows, the whole law is broken. It is where love ' 
8 grows cold, that ſin abounds; and therefore the 
| want of unity and peace is the cauſe of that lean- 
neſs and barrenneſs that is among us; it is true in 
ſpirituals as ene eren thus me Ange 
plenty.” en 354 SGH: 2 7: . 1 
"+ 7. Wbere unity and peace nfs etieibp; ran 
' prayers are hindered ; the promiſe is, that what 
we thall: agree to aſt, ſhall be given us of our hea= | 
f venly Father. No marvel we pray and pray, and 
yet ate not anſwered; it is becauſe we are not a- 


7 


greed what to have, „ e bee voc 


0 ; 
n It is reported that the people in Lackdajnontey 5 
- |} coming to make ſupplications to their -idoliygody? | 
n ſome of them aſked lor rain and others of them 


aſked for fair weather; the oracle returns them 


E i 
I his anſwer, that they (hoald go firſt and agret a- 
- mong themſelves. © Would a heathen god refuſe 
hi to anſwer ſuch prayers,” in which the ſupplicants! f 
e were not agreed; and kee think the dar 6 
e. God will anſwer tbemnm ne a HY 
e We ſee then that divißons binder our pee f 
. and bye a prohibition on our erſkee' —_— 


W 


4 | x28 •˙0 40 K hortats | 

Wi ring: thy: gift © the altar, ſaigh Chriſt, and thete re- 
Wil member. that thy brother hath ought againſt thee, 
lee thy gift, and go and fieſt be reconciled to thy 
Wil brother, and then come and offer it. S0 that want 
of unity and charity n eren gut particular 
| Prayers: and devotions. 122 

This biadered the e a . of the 
Wil people af old from finding acceptance, Iſai. 58. 3. 


q: "7 7 Ti $4 


dad God did not {ee nor take notice of them? He 


Th gives this reaſon, becauſe they faſted far ſtrife and 


Lebte, and bid their - face from their own fleſh, 
Again, Iſai. ; 9. the Lord ſaith, his hand was not 
WH thortned, that he could not ſave ; nor bis ear hea- 

vy, that he could not hear; but their ſins had ſe- 


thoſe many ſins they ſtaod chargeable with, this 
Los nene of the leaſt, viz. that the way of peace 
they had not known. You ſee where peace was 
Vanting prayers were No both under the 
Ola and New Teſtament. 

[| | - The ſacrifice of n — Iſai Si hes faid, 
further off, I am haolier than thou, was a 
moke in the noſtrils. of the; Lord. On the other 
| hand, we rcad- bow. acceptable. thoſe. Prayers were 


33. they prayed with one accord, and they were 
au of one heart, and of one foul ; and ſee the be- 
| 4 neſit of it, they were all filled with the tioly Ghoſt 
| and * the word with all boldneſs ; which 1 
5 ' 


1 | 
__— 
«ll: 
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The people aſk the. reaſon wherefgre they hated, 


patated between their God and them. And among 


| that were made with one accords: Acts 4. 24. with 


e bas Wr 100 hd. 18. 35 e here 
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8 they prayed for, ws appears, verſe ö 
2041 anch he apoſtle ethorts the huſband-tofdW | 
withilhig wife; - that their prayers might cht be 5 


hindredzin Pkt. 3. 7¹ We ice then want of unit 


and peace, either in families or churches, is an g 


hindrance of prayers. : i Ken e 


8. It is a diſhonour and diſparagement of Chriſt; 
that his family chould be divided When kn ar- 
my falls into mutiny and diviſſoh, it refl-Cs diſs 
paragement on him that has the conduct of it; in 
like manner, the diviſion of families are a diſho- 
nour to the heads, and thoſe that govern them. And 
if ſo, then how great do we diſnonour our Lord 
and governor, who gave bis body to be broken, to 
keep his church from breaking, »who prayed for 
heir peace and unity, and left: peace at his depaye 
ing for them for a legacy, even a peace which the 

rorld could not beſtow upon them 090k 
9.-Where there are peace and” unity, brei; 2 
re. with euch other ; that Which is the want 
one, will be: the want of all; Who is Afflicted, 
ys'the apoRtle; and I burn not? We. ſhould then 
member:them that are in bonds, as bound 'with | 
dem; and) them Which he. eee 2 | | 


-emed af the body no a e little 
ected with ſuch as are aflicted) Where diviſions 
that which is joy of the one, is the grief 5 
Dy busivwhere unity; peace and e charityea - 
bound, 
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bosad, there we ſhall find Chriſtians mourning 
With! chem that mourn, andsrejoicing wich them 
that rejoiee; then they will not en vy the proſperi- 

ty of orhers, nor ſecretly rejoice 7 ze miſerids 6 or 
milcarrjages „„ 

Laſtly, I ſhall give fancies aireions and mo. 
fives for obteiging peace and unity. 12 

1 Jf,we would live in peace and with. we muſt 
Pray for them; We are required to ſeek peace: : 

of whom then can we ſeek it with hopes to fand it, 

but of him who! ig God of peace; and has promi- 
ſed to bleſs bie people with it? God has promiſ- 
ted to give bis penple one heart, and one 7.4 7. 
for all theſe things he will be fought unto. : 
Tbe peace of chyrches is what the dds prays 
\ derten all his epiſiles; in which his deſire is, thatY 
gzacg and peaae may be multiplied] nne ö 4 


bo among them. 5 ores 151 144 non wo ett 0 a 60 t 


2. They 6 WY 9 

4 Shut ches, muſt be careful who they commit the? d 

cn and ovcofght;dfithie churches: to a8, firſt (o. © 

ver and bef des thoſequalifications:wbiob ſhould. be V 

in all 'Chriftians)- they that rule abe church f Go fe 
ah thouli- be "Sawb e 


Mhere an ignorant triniſtry· is commonly: is an i 
norant peaple, u hr W of 01d, 1: 
1 prieſts, like propld. Bi ON „ 011 1 0 eh. 
en Ho ſad is it to- Seithe abensbioff rd con 
- titted to the care of ſuch chat pretend to be :teack 
ers of otberss vet underſtand not hat they: 1 


45 
1 Dude 


_ churches is broken, when theit watch-men Want 


K mach others, that bad ticed be taught the begin- 
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or whereof they afftm? No marvel the peace 6k 


fill to pteſerve their unity, which of all things is 


as the chufch's wall: when they are divided, 


no wonder they crumble to atoms, if there is ti 
fcilful phyſician to heal them. It is fad When 
there is no balm in Gilead, and when there is n6 {/ 
phyſician there. Hence it is, that the wounds of | 
churches: become incurable, like the wounds of 1 


_ God's people of old, either not healed at all, or 


elſe but ſlightly, and to no purpoſe. May it not 
be ſaid of many churches at this day, 28 God faid 


of the church of Hrael, that he ſought for a mart | | 
among them that ſhoald ſtand in the 55. and 1 
make up the breach, but he found none? 4 

Remember” "has was faid of old, Mat: 2. 7. | 


The prieft's lips ſhoald preſerve knowledge; and 


the people ſhould feek the law at his month { bur 


held „den this is wanting, the people will tumble and 
; depatt from God and one another. Therefore 
„God complain, Hof: 4. 6. that bis people 
ere deſtroyed for want of knowledge; cht is, 
%for want of knowing guides; fot if the ligt in 


ther, that teach, fe dackiefs, tow great id hat 
darkneſs ! ard it the blind lead the lit, * no 


* marvel both ten Nico the Hire 0 


Hoe many be there that! take open wem es 


ning of religion ; that inſtead of mottiplyitis | 
knqwiedge, WOE: words without knowledge 
and 74 
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sad inflead of making known God's counſel, 3 

en counſel by words without knowledge? ſome 

do more than darken, counſel, for they wreſt the 
counſel. of God; 2 Pet. 7. 16. In Paul's e 
piſtles are ſome things hard to be underſtood, 
which they that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt, 
as they do alſo the other ſcriptures, to their own 
deſtruction. Some things in ſcripture are hard to 


learned teachers, as uttet their own notions by 

Words without. knowledge. „„ 

None are more bold to take upon them to ex» 
Sn the dark myſteries and ſayings of the pro- 
phets and revelations, and the.,gth of the Ro- 

mans, which I believe contains ſome; of thoſe may 

things which in Paul's epiſtle, Peter ſaith, were 


| : ward to dig. in theſe, mines, than thoſe that can 
WW hardly give a ſound, reaſon. for the firſt principles 


of religion; and, 
more weighty things, that are cafily, to be ſeen in 
Wl the face, and ſuperficies of the ſcripture. Nothing 

vu ſerve theſe but ſwimming. in the deeps, when 


who thought they knew all things, tho? they 
knew. nothing as they ought. And as, thoſe 


Gnoſticks did of old, ſo do ſuch. teachers of late, 
break the unity and peace of churches. _ How 


as thea i is it, that, ir we deſire the PRES 
of 


be known, and they are made harder by ſuch un- 


bard to, be ,pnderſtood;,, I, ſay, none are more for- 


ſuch a8 a are ignorant of many 


" they have not yet learned to wade thro”. the ſhal- 
F los of the ſcriptures; 3 like the Gnoſticks of old, 
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a churches, we chuſe out men of knowW- 
ledge, who may be able to keep them from 
being ſhattered and ſcattered with every wind of 1 
doctrine; and who may be able to convince and | 
ſtop the mouths of gain-ſayers ? | 


ccc 


3. You muſt not only chuſe men of counſel ; 1 


but (if you deſign the unity and peace of the 
churches) men of courage to govern them: for 


as there muſt be wiſdom to bear with ſome, ſo 


there muſt be courage to correct others: as 
ſome muſt be in! ructed meekly, ſo others re- 
buk'd ſharply, that they may be ſound in the 


faith: there muſſ be wiſdom to rebuke ſome with 
long- ſuffering, and courage to ſuppreis and ſtop 
the mouths of others The apoſtle tells Titus of 


| ſome whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped, or elſe they 


would ſubvert whole houſes, Tit. 1. 1. where 
this courage has been wanting, not only whole 
houſes, but whole churches have been ſubverted. 
And Paul tells the Galatians, that when he ſa w 


ſome endeavour to bring the churches into bon- 


dage, that he did not give place to them no not 


for an hour, &c. Gal. 2. 5 If this courſe had 


been taken by the rulers of churches, their peace 


had not been ſo often invaded by unruly and vain | 
| Er | 
In chuſing men to rally if you world en- 
| 3 to keep the unity of the ſpirit, and the 
bond of Net thereby, | be careful you chuſe men 

e 


n 
— —— — — — _ _ It Ws 
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of peaceable diſpoſitions. That which has och 
annoyed the peace of the churches, bas been the 
froward and peryerſe fpirits of the rulers thereof. 
| Solomon therefore adviſes, that with a furious 
man we ſhould not go, leſt we learn his ways, 
and get a ſnare. to our ſouls, Pro. 22. 24, 25. 
And with the froward we learn frowardneſs, 
Bow do ſome men's words eat like a canker; 
who inſlead of lifting up their voice like a trum- 
pet, to ſound a parley for peace, have rather 
ſounded an alarm to war and contention ? if we 
- would live in peace, let us PTE Suey their feet 
that bring the glad tidings of it. O how 
have ſome made it their buſineſs to "EL eonten · 
tions, and upon entertaining of every novel o- 
pinion to preach ſeparation'! how has God's word 
been ſtretched and torn, to furniſh theſe men with 
argument to tear churches? have not our ears 
blaeeard theſe texts, that ſay, come out from among 
dem, and be ſeparate, &c. And withdraw 
from every brother that walks diſorderly? I ſay, 
have we not heard theſe texts, that were written 
to prevent diſorder, brought to countenance the 
greateſt diſorder in the church of God, even 
ſchiſm and diviſion ? whereas one of theſe exbort- 
ations was written to the church of Corinth, to 
ſeparate thecmſelves from the idols temple and | 
table, which many of them lived in the partici- 
pation of, notwithſtanding their profeſſion of the 
true God 3 3 as appears, & Cor. 6. 16, 17. com- 
ä 8 F 


dcal with, and withdraw. - ſrom them) hall an- 
ticipate the church, and: pretend ſome- what a 


20 FI NM 2 
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_pated with 1 Cor. 8. 7. 1 Cor. 19. 13, 20, 


22. and not for ſome members, who ſhall make | 
themſelves both judges and parties to ſeparate, 


when, and as often as they pleaſe, from the whole 


congregation and church of God. where they ftood 


elated ; for, by the ſame rule, and on the fame. 


ground, may others ſtart ſome new queſtions a- 
mong theſe. new feparatifts, and become judges of 
communicablenefs of them, and thereupon make 
another ſeparation fromi theſe, tiil at lat two be 
not left to walk together. And for that other 


text, mentioned 2 Theff. 2. 9. where: Paul ex- 


harts the church of Theſſalonica to withdraw 


themſelves from every brother that walks difor- 
derly; I wonder that any ſhould. bring it to ju- 
ſtily their ſeparation, or withdrawing from the con- 
munion of a true (tho? a diſorderly) church. For, 


1. Conſider that this was not writ for a few. 
members to withdraw from the church, but fer 


che church to withdraw from diſorderly. members. 


2. Conſider that if any offended member, on pre- 
tence of error either in doctrine or practice, ſhould 
by ehis text, hrcome judges (as well as parties) 
Of the grounds and lawfulneſs of their ſeparation, 


thru it wou, follow, that half a ſcore notorious 
;:herericks,. or ſeandalous livers (when they have 


walked ſo as they foreſee the church are ready tq 


Nn it, of which themſelves mut be judges 
ani 
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and fo withdraw from it, pretending either he- 
,reſy or diſorder; and then condemn the church, 
to prevent the diſgrace of being condemned by it - 
_ How needſul then is it, that men of peaceable 

diſpofitions, and not of factious and | dividing 
ipirits, be choſen to rule the church of God, leſt 
it be leavened and ſowred by them?)? 

&. As there muſt be care uſed in chuſing men 
to rule the church, ſo we muſt conſider that there 
are many things darkly laid down in ſcripture ; 
this will temper our ſpirits and make us live in 
peace and unity the more firmly.in. things where- 
in we agree; this will help us to bear one an- 
other's burthen, and ſo fulfib the law of Chriſt, | 
in as much as all things neceſſary to ſalvation and 
church-communion are plain in ſcripture. And 
where things are more darkly laid down, we 
ſhould confider that God intended hereby to ſtir 


up our diligence, that we might increaſe our 


knowledge, and not our diviſions : for it may be 
ſaid of all diſcoveries of truth we have made in 
the ſcriptures, as it is ſaid of the globe or the 
carth, that tho' men have made great ſearches, 
and thereupon great diſcoveries, yet there is (till 
a terra incognita, an unknown land; ſo there is in 
the ſcriptures ; for after men have travelled over, 


them, one age after another, yet ſtill there is a 


terra incognita, an unknown tract, to put us up- 
on further ſearch and enquiry,” and keep us from 
cenſuring and falling out with thote who have 
13 . | not 


T 
. 


not yet made the ſame diicoveries ſo that we 
may ſay with David, when we reffect on our thort: 
apprehenſions of the mind of God, we have ſeen 


an end of all perfections, but God's commands 


are exceeding broad; and (as one obferves, ſpeak» 
ing of the ſcriptures) that there is a path in them 
leading to the mind of Gad, that lies fat from 
the thoughts and apprehenſions of men And, 
on the other hand, in many other plates; God 
ſits, as it were, on the ſuperficies, and the face 
the letter, where he that runs may diſcern him 
ſpeaking plainly, and no parable at all. Haw 
ſhould the confideration of this induce us to à Z 
peaceable deportmeat towards thoſe. that differ? 
6. If we would endeavour. at peace and unity, 
we muſt confider how God has tempeted the body, 
that ſo the comely parts ſhould not ſeparate from 
the uncomely, as pag. no need of them; 1 Cor: 
12. 2 — . There ate in Chriſt's body 
and houſe, [Ys e and veſſels leſs .honours 


able, 1 Tim. 2 20. and therefore we ſhould: 


not, as ſome den d pour the more abundant: 
diſgrace, inſtead ot putting the more abundant 
honour upon them; did we but conſider this, we 


1 ſhould be covering the weakneſs, and hiding. the 


miſcarriages of one per gc Wan the moſt en 


5 member in its place uſeful 


7 If we would live in nende; let us e 


our relations to God, as children to a father, and 
to each other as brethcen. Will not the thoughts”: 


ho 3 135 5 that 
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that we have one father quiet us, and the thoughts 
that we are brethren unite us? it was this made 
Abraham purpoſe terms of peace to Lot, Gen. 13. 
let there be no ſtrife between us for we are bre- 
thren. And we read of Moſes (Acts 5. 26.) 
uſing this argument, to reconeile thoſe that ſtrove 
together, and to ſet. them at one again, Sirs, ye 
- are;/brethren, why do ye wrong one another? A 
deep lenſe of this, that we are N \ would 
oP us from dividing. 1: 9 3198; 2 
8. If we would preſerve peace, et us mind the 
gifts, graces, and virtues that are in each other; 
let theſe be more in our eye than their failings and 
imperfections. When the apotitle exhorted the 
Philippians to peace, as a means hereunto, that ſo 
the peace of God might rule in their hearts, he 
tells them, Chap. 4. 8. That, if there were any 
virtue or any praiſe, they ſhould think of theſe 
things. While weare always expoſing the faults 
of one another, and ſpreading their infirmities, 
no marvel we are ſo little in peace and charity; 
for as charity covers a multitude of ſins, ſo ma- 


I lice covers a multitude of virtues, and makes us 


deal by one another, as the heathen. perſecutors 


dealt with chriſtians, viz, put them in bear ſkins 


| that they might more eaſily become a Prop to the 
2277 5 deſigned to devour them. 

9. If we would keep unity and peace, let us 
lay aſide provoking and dividing language, and 
"0% ah thoſe that uſe it. Remember that old lay: 


{1 N Ol ' a 1 | ing, 


D «< © © ad fi ve 


wo 
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ing, evil N corrupt goad manners, When 
men think to carry all before them, Witn (peak 
ing uncharitably and diſgracetully, of their , bre- 
.thren, or their opinions; may not ſuch, he anſwered, 
as Job anſwered his unfriendly. viſitants, Chap. 


6. 45. how forcible are right words 2 but what 
do your arguings reprove : ? how healing are. words 


fitly ſpoken ? a word in ſeaſon, how good is it? 


if we would ſeek peace, let us clothe all our 
treaties for peace with acceptable words ; and 
where one word may better do than ae let 
that be uſed to expreſs perſons or things by; and 
let us not, as ſome do, call the different practices 
of our brethren, will- worſhip, and their different 
opinions, doctrines of devils, and the doctrine of 
Balaam, who taught fornication, &c. unleſs we 
can plainly and expreſly prove it ſo. 5uch lan- 
guage as this bas ſtrangely divided our ſpirits, and 


hardened our hearts one towards another: 


10. If we would live in peace, let us make the 
beſt conſtiuction of one another's words and ac- 
tions. Charity judges the beſt, and it thinks no 
evil. If words and actions may be well con- 
ſtrued, let us never put an ill conſtruction upon 
them: how much has the peace of ehriſtians bren 
broken by uncharitable | interpreting. words and 


actions ? as ſome lay to the charge of others, 


what they never ſaid, ſo, by ſtraining men's 
words, others lay to their charge that they never 


ned oe e Oh Ne” 
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God, by bis providence, has ſet over you; this 


| free to hear thoſe whom the church thinks fit to 


and is often attended with a ſinful ſeparation. 
12. It you would keep the unity of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace, be mindful, that the God 
whom you ſerve is a God of peace, and your Sa- 
viour is a prince of peace; that bis ways ate 
pleaſantneſs, and all his paths are peace; that 
Chritt was ſent to give light to them that fit in 
| darknefs, and in the ſhadow of death, and to mo 
our feet in the way of peace. 

13. Conſider the oneneſs of ſpirit among the 
enemies of religion ; though they differ about o- 
ther things, yet they all agree to perſecute and 
extir ate religion out of the earth; the devils in 
the air, in the earth, in hell, and in the world, 
do all make ove at this turn, Shall the devil's 
kingdom be united, and Chrift's' be divided? 
Shall the devils join to drive on the deſign of 
damning men, aud Chriſtians not unite to carry 
on the great deſign of laying of them ? Shall the 
papiits agree to carry on their intereſt, not with- 
ſtanding the multitudes of orders, degrees and 
* differences 


4 


11. Be willing to hear, and obey” thoſe that 


is a great means to preſerve the unity and peace 
of chiltthes ; büt when men (nay ſometimes wo- 
mem) hal Ffürp⸗ authority, and think themſelves 
wiſer than their "teachers, no wonder it they run 
into contentions and parties, aud ſay, they ate not 


ſpeak to them This is the firſt ſtep to ſchiſim, 
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differences among them? And ſhall not thoſe 
that call themſelves Reformed Churches, unite to 
carry on the common” intereſt of Chriſt in the 
world, notwithſtanding ſome petty and diſputable 
differences among them? Quarrels about religion, 
(as one obſerves) were ſins not named among the 
Gentiles, What a ſhame is it then for Chtiſt- 
ians to abound in them, eſpecially conſidering the 


nature of the Chriſtian religion, and what large 


proviſions the author of it has made to keep its 


profeſſors in peace? Inſomuch that it is next to a 


miracle, that ever any benen the e of 
it) ſhould fall out about it. | : 

14. Confider and companitinn that the 5 1 5 
ſtands at the door; let this moderate our ſpirits, 
that the Lord is at hand. What a ſad account 


will they have to make when he comes that ſhall 


be found to ſmite their fellow ſervants, and to 
make the way to his kingdom narrower than ever 


he made it? Let me cloſe ali in the words of St. 
Paul, 2 Cor. 12 11. Finally, brethren, fare- 
well, be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 


mind, live in peace, and the God of love and 0 


| peace ſhall be with you. 
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\ Laden; 1 N good to . thee, that 
1 have delivered this to thy hand, in the 
ane order and method in which it was preached, 
and, almoſt, in the ſame words, without any 
diminiſhings, or conſiderable enlargings, unleſs 
it be in the fourteen laſt particulars ; upon ſome 
of which I have made ſome enlargements, which I 
could not then do for want of time; bat the fub- 
I ftance of every one of them was then laid down 
ia the ſame particular order as here thou haſt 
| them; And no Lhave done; 1 doubt not (to 
zuſe the words of @/ moderate man on the like 


doccaſion) i will fare with me, as it doth com- 
| monly with bim dat parts a ftay; both parties 
| may perhaps drive at me for wiſhing them no 
ü worſe than peace: my ambition of the public tran- 
b quillity of the church of God, I hope will carry 
W | me through theſe hazards ; let both beat me, fo 
cher, quatrels ceaſe, I thall rejoice in the blows 
and ſcars I ſhall take for the church's ſafety. 

| 5 
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